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America In First Olympic Games”

John H. Lienhard®

Theearliest contest was a 200-yard run. Later, more games were added: horse races,
other foot races, wrestling, javelin, discus. Women weren’t allowed to compete or even
watch. As the games grew, fat purses replaced olive wreaths. Athletes turned professional.
Rome made major spectacles of the games. Finally the Christian Emperor Theodosius was
fed up with the pagan and commercial quality of the games. He abolished them in 393 AD.
They stayed dead for 1500 years. Then, in 1892, a young French aristocrat, Pierre de
Coubertin, called for an Olympic revival. He believed the games would create international
harmony. His efforts led to the first modern Olympies in Athens, in 1896. The King of
Greece opened the new games.

America took no official interest, but writer Bob Fulton tells how 13 American athletes
went to Athens on their own. (Compare that with 700 American athletes going to the 1996
games. ) Harvard student James Connolly was the first to decide he’d go. He asked for a
leave of absence and his dean said, “No!” Connolly, forced to drop out of Harvard, never
forgave the school. The Boston Athletics Association sent five athletes. One was Thomas
Burke, who ran the 440. He was the only national champion who went. The rest were
simply people who wanted to compete. All had to dig up the money to get there. These 13
colonists of the new Olympics boarded the tramp steamer Fulda and set off for Athens.

In Naples, they learned that Greece was on the old Julian calendar. The games,

@ http://www. uh. edu/engines/epil137. htm.

@ 295 - EE(RIREYTI1 %) fEE AR AR B IR M DB L 3RE & . REEZR TR
RLER ,1998 4EIRRE TREMAEN) TR R¥EEL,
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Chapter 1

scheduled for April 18, would begin on April 6th by Western reckoning. There was nothing
to do but to cross Italy, catch a ship to Patras, and make a 10-hour train ride that reached
Athens the day before the games. There they faced a grueling welcoming ritual with hours of
speeches in Greek and toasts over cups of retsina. They arrived at the games bone-weary,
hung over, with no hope of doing well. Then—a miracle occurred.

Connolly won the first modern Olympic gold medal in the triple jump. During the next
days those 13 Americans (and two more who traveled separately) won 11 gold medals—the
most by any country. Robert Garrett, from Princeton, competed in several events. The
discus was unknown in America so he had a blacksmith fashion one like those in Greek art.
It weighed 20 pounds—much too heavy to throw. Once in Greece, he found that a modern
discus only weighed five pounds. He practiced with one for a few days. Then he dethroned
the Greek champion. Garret came home with four gold medals.

Today the games are played by athletes who are professional in everything but pay. It’s
a different world—one whose glory is hard pressed to match those wonderful amateurs, a
century ago.

I'm John Lienhard, at the University of Houston, where we’re interested in the way

inventive minds work.
New Words

* javelin /'dzevlin/ n.a light spear thrown in a competitive sport or as a weapon Bkt ; £H6
Harriet came second in the javelin. W3 TN 4 HEARAE1E T WA,

« discus /'diskos/ n. a heavy thick-centred disc thrown by an athlete, in ancient Greek
games or in modern field events #R'Jt
He was the first place in the discus throw. fh¥FEPFIRIBE—2 .

* wreaths /rite / n. an arrangement of flowers, leaves, or stems fastened in a ring and used

for decoration or for laying on a grave 1£35 , 176
a laurel wreath 5L

# spectacles /'spektekal/ n. a spectacle is a strange or interesting sight. &v
It was a spectacle not to be missed. X f&/A ] §& 1 EKJ’:%XE_],O
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* pagan /'peigon/ n. a person holding religious beliefs other than those of the main world
religions R |
They regard us all as pagans. {13 TERE BG4

% abolish /o'bo l1if/ v. formally put an end to (a system, practice, or institution ) &[5
the tax was abolished in 1977, EXINBLWUT 1977 4K .

* aristocrat /'@risto'kraet/ n. a member of the aristocracy Bt ( 5 )
Many aristocrats were killed in the French Revolution. VF 2 5 ik 1F ¥ B K ¥ 6 p #k
AL

* colonist /'kplanist/ n. a settler in or inhabitant of a colony ¥ 3
The apple was brought over here by the colonists when they came. 3X 35 2 78 B # 21X
JLEFHT R

* reckoning /'rekonin/ n. the action or process of calculating or estimating something i1
B
By my reckoning we were seven or eight miles from the campground. JEFAL B FA 1 7%
B KA-L/N\EET,

* grueling /'gruislin/ adj. tremely tiring and demanding FRE Y ; 4% BE I 55 14
a grueling climb ik N\ 5% 11 R M85

* blacksmith /'bleek'smie/ n. a person who makes and repairs things in iron by hand |7
The old man is a blacksmith. AN # N RB—8IF .

* bone-weary /'boun,wiori/ adj. utterly weary; extremely tired BIENERRETRHM, HEEAN
A
The students were all bone-weary after an entire day of climbing. %31 — K& A , ¥+

A REERE SR o



Chapter 1

Task 1

Listening to the passage for three times and discuss with your partner, then answer
the following questions.

1. When did Pierre de Coubertin call for an Olympic revival?

2. Who was the first person graduated from American famous university attending the

Olympic Games in Athens?
3. What does the first dicus look like?

Task 2

In this section, you are going to listen to the passage for two times. For the first time
you are required to fill in the blanks with exact words or phrases you have just heard
and for the second time you should check what you have written.
In Naples, they learned that was on the old Julian calendar. The games,
for April 18, would begin on April 6th by Western reckoning. There was nothing
to do but to cross , catch a ship to Patras, and make a 10-hour train ride that
reached Athens the day before the games. There they faced a grueling welcoming
with hours of speeches in Greek and toasts over cups aof retsina. They arrived at the games
hone-weary , , with no hope of doing well. Then—a occurred.
Connolly won the first Olympic gold medal in the triple jump. During the next
days those 13 Americans (and two more who traveled separately) won 11 gold medals—the
most by any country. Robert Garrett, from Princeton, competed in several events. The
discus was in America so he had a blacksmith one like those in Greek
art. It weighed 20 pounds—much too heavy to throw. Once in Greece, he found that a
modern only weighed five . He practiced with one for a few days. Then

he dethroned the Greek champion. Garret came home with four gold medals.
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Task 1

You have just heard a passage about the American in first Olympic Games, now
you are supposed to have a pair work with your partner, firstly you should replay
the following conversation and then come to the floor to do the role play with your
partner.

Sample

Linda: Hi, Tom, do you like to watch the Olympic Games?

Tom: Yes, Ido! I won't miss each Olympics!

Linda; Oh, really? That’s really cool. Because I watch them, too!

Tom: I'm really surprised to hear that, because a lot of girls I know don’t watch sports
game.

Linda: I know, but still I love watching the games. What’s your favorite game?

Tom: Well, I love watching diving, especially when there are Chinese players in it.

Linda: Me too! It really excites me when I see Chinese players lead the rest of competitors.

Tom: So do I. And I also like to watch skiing. What else do you like?

Linda: Ping pong! Definitely ping pong—it’s our national sport. You really cannot miss it!
Task 2

According to the dialogue you are supposed to organize a dialogue of 50 — 100 words
by using any words in the text and finish the role play.

T T PR R R R S S \

iolive wreath spectacle school applausei

..........................................................



