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Abbreviations, Symbols
and Transcriptions

AD] Adjective

AP Adjective phrase

AVM Attribute-Value Matrix

BCxG Berkeley Construction Grammar
CCxG Cognitive Construction Grammar

CxG Construction Grammar

COM Complement

Dir Directional

ECxG Embodied Construction Grammar
FCxG Fluid Construction Grammar

FE Frame elements

FN FrameNet

GPSG Generalized Phrase Structure Grammar
HPSG Head-Driven Phrase Structure Grammar
ICCG International Conference on Construction Grammar
ICM Idealized Cognitive Model

LCM Lexical-Constructional Model

LFG Lexical-Functional Grammar

LOC Locative

MRS Minimal Recursion Semantics

N Noun

NP Noun phrase

OBJ Object



OBL

PP
PRED
RCxG
s8C
Syn
SUBJ

VP
XP

Italics

SMALL CAPS
Bold print

Spell sound

Oblique

Preposition

Prepositional phrase

Predicate

Radical Construction Grammar

Small Clause

Syntax

Subject

Verb

Verb phrase

A prepositional or adjective phrase headed by X

An asterisk in front of a sentence is used to indicate an
ungrammatical or non-existing sentence

A question mark in front of a sentence is used to indicate
its doubtful grammaticality or acceptability

Single quotation marks put around a word or a phrase
to indicate a concept or the meaning of a linguistic
expression

Optional

Structure or quotation

Linking two syllables

Linguistic form or emphasis in quotations

Concept

Bold print is used for important linguistic terms as their
first occurrences in each chapter. These key terms are
repeated in the summary of each chapter if necessary.
Pinyin, the standard pronunciation system of Mandarin
Chinese is used in examples. The tone markers are kept
because they are relevant to the analysis conducted here

in some cases.
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Chapter One

Introduction

... Language may reflect two fundamental ways of viewing
actions, states, or events; either as focusing on the (ongoing)
process involved in the action, state, or event, or, alternatively, from
the point of view of the result (outcome, end point, consequence,
completion, destination, or telic or teleological goal).

(Tobin 1993: 15)

On resultative constructions

Resultative' expressions are ubiquitous and important in our natural language.
They reflect our basic experience of the external world, such as actions, states and
events that we perceive and experience every day. Examples of resultatives are as

follows, which describe change of state or change of location.

(1.1) a. A ball rolled down a steep hill. (Collins Cobuild 2006)
b. For ten days in March the water-mills froze solid. (BNC)

(1.2) a. She walked me to the war memorial with Betty. (Collins
Cobuild 2006)

b. Together, they paint the hillside red, gold, and yellow,

and bronze, buff, and apricot for six glorious weeks in

midsummer. (ibid.)

1 Throughout this work, the terms resultative and resultative construction will be used interchangeably.



