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Abstract

The major subject of this book is the temple theatre in the historical and cultural
region of Shangdang. Based on the pre-existing scholarship, this book attempts at a
systematic examination and analysis of Shangdang temple theatre using theories of
Chinese theatre, religious studies, archaeology, sociology, folklore, history, and cultural
anthropology.

Theatrical relics are material evidenceof theatrical activities of the past. A close
examination of them will not only help us understand the historical development of
traditional Chinese theatre from its origin and formationto itsrise and fall, and the laws
governing the historical development of Chinese theatre,but also help facilitate the shift
fromliterary study of dram to theatrical study of performance, thus broadening our view
and the field of drama, theatre, and performance studies. Ancient theatre stages, as an
important type of theatrical relics, enjoyed a close interactive relationship with theatrical
performance from the first day when they were created, and the changes in theform
and layout of theatre stages are closely related to forms of theatrical performance.
There is no denying that the temple theatre is the most representative form of Chinese
theatre in terms of the quantity and quality of temples stages that have survived. A
systematic examination of them will allow us to review the prosperity of ritual/theatrical
performancesin temple theatresthat were widespread across China in both rural and
urban areas in per-modern times.

Thetemple theatre from the historical and cultural region of Shangdanghas been
selected for a systematic study in this researchproject simply because Shangdang boasts

an overwhelming large number of surviving stages from ancient times thatdemonstrates
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both a great variety of forms and styles and a clear trajectory of historical development.
At the same time, inscriptions on stone temple stelaecand temple theatre stages that record
stageconstruction andstageperformance are abundant in Shangdang area, where over the
past few decades, numerous hand-copied texts of temple/village festivals dating from
late imperial China have been found, numerous forms of ritual and theatricalperformance
such as Shangdang temple festivalsand celebrations,Shangdangclapper opera, and
Shangdanglaozi operaare still extant,and numerous inheritors of these ritual/theatrical
performancesare still active on stage. They provide invaluable source materials for
us to reconstruct the history of stage performance in Shangdang temple theatres. It
isno exaggeration to say that Shangdang temple theatre is a miniature of the history of

Chinese temple theatre and theatrical performance.
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