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A Study of Canada’s Arctic Policy Informed by Theories of Middle
Power Diplomatic Behavioris an important book by a major author. The
author, Zhang Xiaoyi, is a rising star in the academic world, with a re-
cord already well-known among scholars of Canadian Studies and be-
yond. With a doctoral degree on international relations, Xiaoyi’s record
of scholarship led recently to an appointment as Rajawali Fellow at the
Kennedy School of Harvard University. Among her publications are arti-
cles in Contemporary International Relations and International Forum,
leading IR journals in China, along with chapters in books from leading
Canadian think-tanks, such as Canadian International Council. Her aca-
demic achievements made her a recipient of Special Award for Canadian
Studies in 2012. Xiaoyi also plays a significant role in English language
training within China. She once coached China’s ministers for the Cen-
tral Organization Department and is already the author of several text-
books. Besides her academic focus on Canada, she also promotes posi-
tive interactions for Canada and China with each other. She has taken
press interviews on bilateral relations for audiences from both countries
and has had certain involvement in Track Two diplomacy, such as inter-
preting for Mayor David Miller of Toronto for his meeting with his coun-
terpart in Beijing and forging the meeting between members of Canadian
embassy and Mr. Zhao Qizheng, Chairman, Foreign Affairs Committee,
National Committee of the Chinese Peoples Political Consultative Confer-
ence ( CPPCC).

A Study of Canada’s Arctic Policy is Xiaoyi’s newest book and most
ambitious project to date. With climate change increasing in salience as
a topic around the world, interest in the Arctic is rising rapidly. Among
the substantive issues of great importance, which make this work so
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timely, are the potential for a northwest passage and resulting matters
related to Arctic sovereignty, most notably for Canada. This work focu-
ses on how Canadian Arctic policies have developed. Both theorizing
and evidence are first-rate. The book blends together a number of con-
cepts to provide a rigorous yet accessible treatment of Canadian history
in the Arctic region. Major developments, such as the advent of the
Arctic Council, are presented in a fair and thoughtful way. One of the
most valuable contributions of this book is to show how Canadian Arctic
policies can be explained over time via a series of approaches: hierar-
chical, functional and behavioral. This book is especially helpful when
it comes to explaining how the Canadian relationship with the United
States has unfolded over decades in the Arctic region. Another very pos-
itive aspect of this book is its connection with the longstanding theory of
middle power diplomacy. Thus A Study of Canada’s Arctic Policy is im-
portant for its new concept formation, innovative incorporation of sus-
tained ideas in the area, and excellent research.

This book is essential reading for those with interests in any num-
ber of fields. Political scientists, historians and other scholars will find
value here. So, too, will those with interdisciplinary interests in Canada
or the Arctic. This work is quite accessible and thus policy-makers and
the lay public will gain a great deal from looking through its pages.

Patrick James
Professor, University of Southern California
President, International Studies Association, 2018 —19
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