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PREFACE

The success of Mei Lan-fang in America was as surprising
as it was gratifying. Before he started on the venture, there
was much doubt and trepidation as to how he and the Chinese
theatrical art would be received in a foreign land. The
conventions of the Chinese theatre, it was feared, might be
inaccessible to Western sensibility. One good-natured pes-
simist predicted that Mr. Mei would be able to fill a New York
theatre for three nights—and only half-full!

The New York performances began on February 16, 1930.
Only two weeks were announced. The reception was so
overwhelmingly favorable that by the third day after the
opening, all seats for the two-week engagement were sold.
It was reported that the tickets, at the box-office price of
three dollars and eight-five cents, reached the high mark of
eighteen dollars in the hands of the unscrupulous speculating
ticket-sellers.

The engagement was extended once and again. If the
company had not already promised to appear in other cities,
such as Chicago and San Francisco, the “run” in New York
would have lasted much longer than the five weeks Mr. Mei
actually played there.

A success of such dimension could not have been due to
curiosity alone. There must be something in the Chinese
theatrical art and the unique accomplishments of Mei Lan-
fang that artistically satisfied the American audiences. As
to the nature of the Chinese theatrical art, an analysis has
been made and published in “Mei Lan-fang and the Chinese
Theatre.”” The present collection of reviews and criticisms
that appeared in American journals and daily papers may
serve as evidence that the acclamation was not only universal
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but also quite intelligently appreciative. We are especially
gratified to include the articles written by the learned ang
distinguished critic, Stark Young. He was so kind anq
courteous as to remember the occasion even two years after
Mr. Mei'’s visit.
P. C. Cuang
Tientsin
January, 1935
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