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Abstract

There are a lot of differences in resource endowments, economic
structure and consumption market between U.S. and China. The com-
plementarity contributes to these two counties’ economic cooperation
and dependence with each other. The fast development of economic ac-
tivities and trade transitions have witnessed the relationship between
these two countries for the past four decades since the establishment of
diplomatic connection. These two countries are very important trading
partners to each other. Their economic cooperation is affected by many
factors. One critical influential factor is U.S. trading policy.

Trade policy works as the tool to realize U.S. national interest, It is
constrained by the trade-off of economic as well as non-economic con-
cerning. The analysis of U.S. trade policy to China must be conducted
from both economic and political perspectives, combing macro as well
as micro facts. Then a comprehensive and profound understanding of
this topic would be emerged.

In this book, U.S. national interest, political mechanism, interest
groups and other influential factors are used within the political economy
theoretical framework., The U.S. government’s policy making process
will be decomposed. Both economic and non-economic factors are includ-
ed. Both macro and micro approaches are followed. And the related data
is input into the empirical analysis to point out the essential factors.

The book content is arranged as follows:
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Chapter one introduces the background why this research topic is
chosen. The research framework and method description are also included.

Chapter two is a review of the current researches about trade policy
political economic analysis.

Chapter three traces back the history of U.S, trade policy toward
China for the past four decades since the establishment of their diplo-
matic relationship.

Then the following chapter analyzes U.S. trade policy about China
from the macro national standpoint. U.S. trade policy about China is in-
fluenced by its world strategic positioning and its global strategy. The
trade policy is one critical component of its overall strategy related to
China. It’s constrained and catered to its international strategy require-
ments, The trade policy reflects its global leadership and adheres to
these two countries overall relationship.

Chapter five is about the role of President, congress and
government agencies, etc. in trade policy making process. These ele-
ments balance with each other. The contradiction between trade liberal-
ism and protectionism are well mitigated. As to the trade policies related
to some specific industries and departments, they reflect different inter-
est groups’ different choices and standpoints. Groups damaged in the in-
ternational trade tend to advocate protectionism. while the benefited
groups would like to promote trade liberalism to ensure their interest
from China,

As to the policy maker, if U.S. senators want to be elected by the
blue collar majority or to be reappointed, their trade position will be
linked to political issues. They are influenced by the interest groups,
persuaded by their lobby. Most frequently to cater to the public opinion,
they adopt the protectionism attitude and this won’t contribute to the
long-run development of economic relationship between U.S, and China,
At the same time, the president and government departments are sup-

posed to make decisions with a long-run perspective and consider the
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overall national interest. They are usually more open minded and tend to
promote the trade and economic communication between U. S. and
China. with the development of globalization, the economic interest
overwhelms other factors. The United State tends to adopt a cooperative
strategy with China out of the concern of economic interest. And the
formulation of trade policy will be less influenced by pure ideology polit-
ical factors.

In recent years, during the procedure of the trade policy making,
U. S. government and interest groups frequently consult their think
tanks. The significance of think tank has increased gradually. Chapter
six studies this field in detail. Their influence on the overall trade policy
and on specific industries are slightly different.

In the trade policy making and implementation, all kinds of factors
will be entangled as a whole. Politics, ideology, human rights and eco-
nomic interest are all involved and intertwined with each other.

The U.S. government will reconcile all these factors. They try to
balance all these factors. Generally speaking, the compromise of these
factors determine the direction of U.S. trade policy toward China.

In the analysis of the various influential factors, the national strate-
gy sets the tone for its detail policy and measures. Due to the progress of
research methodology in the field of political economy in the past years,
the analysis of the policy making no longer takes the whole country as
its research object. It sheds light on the areas behind the curtain. The in-
dividual heterogeneity is concerned. With the development of theory
such as econometrics, game theory, general equilibrium and micro-sim-
ulation, as well as the accumulation of related data, empirical
researches also increase rapidly.

So in chapter seven, this book conducts empirical analysis to exam-
ine the significance of various factors in trade policy making of U.S, ITC

(International Trade Commission). Because American trade policy
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toward China is a result of the combination of many factors, the quanta-
tive empirical research will be helpful to point out more accurately the
key influential factors and their contribution to the policy making. Then

in the last chapter, conclusion and suggestions are given.
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