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Preface

Hu Desheng

Just before the Tomb-sweeping Day, 2014, Mr. Zheng
Shuinie kindly invited me to visit his furniture museum
in Chuzhou City, Anhui Province. The museum fouses a
great number of impressive furniture of exéﬁ]ent quality.
In an attempt to show the cultural aspects aloag with the
furniture, about ninety pieces of furniture with typical
characteristics are selected from the collection to be
published here.

Phoebe tree is native to China. Due to easy-processing
and fragrant smell, the timber of Phoebe is the best
material for ancient architecture, inner decoration and
furniture. With the development of market economy,
more and more people pay attentions to Nanmu wood
today. We are already familiar with ancient furniture
made of Zitan wood, Huanghuali wood, Hongmu wood,
etc. What does ancient furniture made of Nanmu wood
look like? This book will tell you. At least you can get an
impression of Nanmu wood furniture from mid- to late
Qing Dynasty.

Furniture, a carrier of rich history, culture and art, is one
of the important categories of ancient works of art. People
not only use them, but also study them, appreciate them
and collect them, Because of the large of the country and

the varying customs of the nationalities, a huge amount

of furniture is still in existence today. And furniture
in different places is ideally with different styles. The
so-called famous Four-makes are a good example. In
addition, Shandong-make, Hebei-make, Shaanxi-make,
Sichuan-make, Fujian-make has gradually attracted lots
of attentions. The majority of furniture appeared in this
book was made in Fujian Province, i.e. Fujian-make.
Fujian Province is located in the southeast of China and
famous for beautiful landscape and unsophisticated
customs. Craftsmen from Fujian, especially from Putian
area, are particularly good n't high-relief carving and
fully three-dimensional carving, which best represented
by a variety of partition walls for birthday celebration.
They also make the best use of lacquer. Black lacquer
painted with gold or inlaid with gold foil makes furniture
magnificent. Furniture is usually decorated with
auspicious patterns.

As far as timber and making techniques be concerned,
Nanmu wood furniture made in Fujian Province is an
important part of furniture heritage of China. There is no
doubt that the publication of this book will help to air,
to preserve, and to study the furniture collected by Mr.

Zheng Shuinie.
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Furniture Can Be Nice Either in Its Original State of Wood or Painted

Part | Furniture of Wood in Original State
Nanmu wood is a common name for timbers of tree
.
species from the genus Phoebe and Machilus of Lauraceae
family. The newly opened profile of some timiaf;'s from
genus Phoebe is mostly in greenish or brownish yeffow
and with fragrant smell. When placed under sunshine,
with reflection of sunrays from different angles, the wood
turns to be golden in color, commonly known as golden
Nanmu wood.
The best Nanmu wood is from Sichuan Province for its
straight grain, large size and fine smell. For centuries,
Nanmu wood from Sichuan Province has been an
excellent construction material. )
Another important function of Nanmu wood is furniture-
making. Apart from Sichuan, Guizhou, Guangxi, Hunan,
Hubei, Zhejiang, Fujian, etc. are also sources of good
quality Nanmu wood. The timbers for making furniture
for civilians are usually taken locally and many of them
are Nanmu wood. For this reason, Nanmu wood furniture
in existence today is rich in types, thus, contributes the
most to this book.
With properties similar to Nanmu wood, Hongdousha
wood, also known as Zisha wood (Figure 4), is from
the genus Taxus of Taxaceae family. It is an endangered
species and has been put into the list of first class

protection. Hongdousha wood is among the best for

making furniture. Several pieces of furniture made of
Hongdousha wood with shaping and techniques close to

that of Nanmu wood are included in the book.

Part || Lacquered Furniture

The lacquered furniture included in this book is with
similar style. They are predominantly from Fujian
and Guangdong Province and dated back to late Qing
Dynasty, with black lacquered furniture painted with
gold in particular. The lacquered furniture is represented
by shrines, railed couches, partition walls, etc.

The two large shrines contained in this book are with
black lacquered and painted with gold. They are bright
and of complex and ornate style.

Railed couches are usually black lacquered. They were
made, lacquered and skillfully painted by local craftsmen.
They are often with marks which include the following
details: the one who made them and the time when they
were made.

Partition walls included in this book are the largest in
numbers and the finest in quality. Typical partition walls
are black lacquered and painted with gold and usually
with design of various flowers on reserved panels.

In order to show our readers the various aspects of
Chinese furniture, in term of wood, other than Nanmu

wood, the book contains a small numbers of furniture

o, T 52 BEPDFIE V7 7] © www. ertongbook. com
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made of Huanghuali wood, Hongmu wood, Jumu wood,
Yumu wood, ete. In term of techniques, apart from black
lacquered, the book includes furniture coated with
golden lacquer, carved and painted polychrome lacquer,

coloring, etc. In term of origins, except Fujian, it contains

K

furniture from Jiangsu, Beijing, Shanxi, Sichuan and so
on. Whether the majority Nanmu wood and minority
other wood furniture shown in this book are with similar
shaping and techniques or not, they are good references

to each other.
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Nanmu wood square-cornered cabinet with decoration of
Kui-dragon and antiques(pair) - 132
Nanmu wood square-cornered cabinet with two
Rt Ty S —————— 134
» Nanmu wood cabinet with removable top section and
decoration of antiques .............................................................. 135
Yumu wood cabinet with Nanmu wood inlaid (pair) - 140
Hongdousha wood antique shelves with decoration of
figures .......................................................................................... 144
53 Nanmu wood shrine with decoration of Kui-dragons and
bats surrounding Chinese character Shou - 148
Black lacquered shrine painted with gold and decorated
with figures, flowers and birds s 150
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; Black lacquered shrine painted with gold and decorated

with figures, flowers and birds 160
) Huanghuali weod gough s 170
Black lacquered railed couch painted with gold and
decorated With BEUres e s 174
Black lacquered railed couch painted with gold and
decorated with figures ............................................................. 182
Black lacquered railed couch painted with gold and
decorated with figures and prunus blossom - 186
Black lacquered railed couch painted with gold and
decorated With fIGUIES - remsmemeerrreeeecessssssssiisisenssesesssesssssns 194
»i Nanmu wood canopy bed with decoration of figures - 198

Nanmu wood canopy bed with decoration of figures,
Ismvets And BIEda | remomssssmems e v R RS s 202

3 Nanmu wood canopy bed with auspicious decoratloﬁ of-

figures, flowers, birds and animals - o, 206

1 Nanmu wood canopy bed with decoration of figUres,

flowers, birds anid [andseape. T 212

Huanghuali wood partition walls with decoration of hornless
dragons with Chinese character Shou (6 sections) - 218

Hongmu wood partition walls with decoration of celestials,
auspicious animals and antiques (12 sections) oo 222

7 Hongmu wood partition walls with decoration of Eight

Immortals celebrating birthday, auspicious animals and
antiques (10 sections) .............................................................. 236

Jichimu wood partition walls with Huangyangmu
wood inlaid and decoration of figures and auspicious
ANITAALS (LOISERHGRE)  #sewsmssrsrssimssnissiosmmsssesssssssssereas sssssess sosivmessss 240

Jichimu wood partition walls with decoration of hornless
dragons and antiques (12 SECHONS) «+--wwwewesveeresrssssssinnee 244

Jichimu wood partition walls with Nanmu wood inlaid
and decoration of Eight Immortals celebrating birthday

and hornless-dragons surrounding Chinese character

o1t R T B 248

Nanmu wood partition walls with decoration
of Eight Immortals celebrating birthday and
lanidscape (10 sections) ssummismmsmmmsssmnm 256

> Nanmu wood partition walls with decoration of figures,

flowers and antiques (12 SeCHONS) oo 258

. Nanmu wood partition walls with decoration of Kui-dragons

with Chinese character Shou (12 sections) oo 262

Black lacquered partition walls with Huangyangmu
wood inlaid and decoration of figures, flowers, birds and
auspicious animals (10 SeCtONS)  «ewswwmssssisisssssissssminsiin 268

Black lacquered partition walls painted with gold and
decorated with figures, flowers, birds and auspicious
arimials (12 secions]  wossssmmmsmmsmmsenasessamm 280

» Black lacquered partition walls painted with gold

and decorated with figures, flowers, birds and

antiques (12 SECHONS)  «rermeowssmoassmmisesssssissssessisssiremsisssssesis 284
Black lacquered partition walls painted with gold

and decorated with celestials, flowers, birds and

BOHIGES (12 SEEHGHE)  wwsmmimmmmmsmsisssisssssesssnnins 206

7% Black lacquered partition walls painted with gold

and decorated with figures, auspicious animals
and antiques (12 SECHOMS) «vwwweservvveerisiiiirresessinceee 312

o Black lacquered partition walls painted with gold and

decorated with figures, flowers, birds and auspicious
Animals: (8 SECHONE) «wswsesmsomerssmsmsssssesassssssinsssesunss v asiiniss 320

o Black lacquered partition walls painted

with gold and decorated with figures and
T PR () SRR E——— 322

Black lacquered partition walls with filled-in colors and
decorated with Eight Immortals celebrating birthday and
antiques (12 SECHIONS)  +revesermeiss sttt 326

Zitan wood table screen with white stone inlaid
and color painted and decoration of birthday
celebration (8 sections) e 328

5+ Black lacquered table screen painted with gold

and decorated with the story of Buddhist
patriarch (9 sections) e 332

Black and red lacquered hanging panel painted with gold
and decorated with deer and cranes (pair) - 340

%5 Black lacquered hanging panel painted with gold and

decorated with poem verses (pair) 344

Black lacquered hanging panel in couplets painted with
gold and decorated with landscape and figures oot 348

Red lacquered post painted with gold and decorated with
e LA Ls ot oLt R —— 354
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Nanmu wood armchair with curved back

and design of Ruyi and bat (a set combining

with two armchairs and a low table)
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