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my knowledge.

On the 12th day of March 1847 ,in the rue Laf-
fitte, I happened upbn a large yellow notice an-
nouncing a sale of furniture and valuable curios An
estate was to be disposed of, the owner having
died. The notice did not name the dead person,but
the sale was to be held at 9 rue d’ Antin on the
16th ,between noon and five o’ clock.

The notice also stated that the apartments and
contents could be viewed on the 13th and 14th.

I have always been interested in curios. I prom-
ised myself I would not miss this opportunity, if not
of actually buying,then at least of looking.

The following day,I directed my steps towards
9 rue d’ Antin.

It was eary, and yet a good crowd of visitors
had already gathered in the apartment — men for the
most part, but also a number of ladies who,though
dressed in velvet and wearing Indian shawls, and
all with their own elegant broughams standing at
the door, were examining the riches set out before
them with astonished ,even admiring eyes.

After a while,] quite saw the reason for their
admiration and astonishment, for having Begun my-
self to look around I had no difficulty in recognizing
that I was in the apartment of a kept woman. Now if
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there is one thing that ladies of fashion desire to
see above all elser — and there were society ladies
present — it is the rooms occupied by those women
who have carriages which spatter their own with
mud every day of the week,who have their boxes at
the Opem or the Theatre — Italien just as they do,
and indeed next to theirs, and who display for all
paris to see the insolent opulence of their beauty,
diamonds and shameless conduct.

The woman in whose apartments I now found
myself was dead: the most virtuous of ladies were
thus able to go every — where, even into the bed-
room. Deah had purified the air of this glittering
den of iniquity,and in any case they could always
say, if they needed the excuse, that they had done
no more than come to a sale without knowing whose
rooms these were. They had read the notices, they
had wanted to view what the notices advertised and
mark out their selections in advance. It could not
have been simpler — though this did not prevent
them from looking through these splendid tings for
traces of the secret life of a courtesan of which they
had doubtless been given very strange accounts.

Unfortunately , the mysteries had died with the
goddess,and in spite of their best endeavours these
good ladies found Only what had been put up for
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sale since the time of death,and could detect noth-
ing of what had been sold while the occupant had
been alive.

But there was certainly rich booty to be had.
The furniture was superb. Rosewood and Buhlwork

‘Sevres vases and blue china porcelain,

pieces

Dresden . ines satins,: velvet and lace, every-
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collection that could only have been assembled
piece by piece,and clearly more than one love had
gone into its méking.

I,who was not the least put out by the sight of
the dressing — room of a kept woman, spent some
time agreeably inspecting its contents, neglecting
none of them, and I noticed that all these magnifi-
cently wrought implements bore different initials
and all manner of coronets.

As I contemplated all these things,each to my
mind standing for a separate prostitution of the poor
girl, I reflected that God had been merciful to her
since He had not suffered her to live long enough to
undergo the usual punishment but had allowed her
to die at the height of her wealth and beauty, long
before the céming of old age, that first death of
courtesans.

Indeed , what sadder sight is there than vice in
old age, especially in a woman? It has no dignity
and is singularly unattractive. Those everlasting re-
grets, not for wrong turnings taken but for wrong
calculations made and money foolishly spent, are a-
mong the most harrowing things that can be heard.
I once knew a former woman of easy virtue of whose
Past life there remained only a daughter who was
almost as beatiful as the mother had once been ,or
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so her contemporaries said. This poor child, to
whom her mother never said‘ You are my daughter’
except to order her to keep her now that she was
old just as she had been kept when she was young,
this wretched creature was called Louise and,in o-
bedience to her mother, she sold herself without
inclination or passion or pleasure, rather as she
might have followed an honest trade had it ever en-

tered anyone’ s head to teach her one.

The continual spectacle of debauchery, at so
tender an age,compounded by her continuing ill -
health ,had extinguished in the girl the knowledge
of good and evil which God had perhaps given her
but which no one had ever thought to nurture.

I shall always remember that young girl who
walked along the boulevards almost every day at the
same hour. Her mother was always with her, escor-
ting her as assiduously as a true mother might have
accompanied her daughter. I was very young in
those days and ready enough to fall in with the easy
morality of the times. Yet I recall that the sight of
such scandalous chaperoning filled me with con-
tempt and disgust. _

Add to all this that no virgin’ s face ever con-
veyed such a feeling of innocence not any comparable
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expression of sadness and suffering.

* You would have said it was the image of Resig-
nation itself.

And then one day,the young girl* s face lit up.

In the midst of the debauches which her mother or- -
ganized for her, it suddenly seemed to this sinful
creature that God had granted her one happiness.
And after all why should God, who had made her

weak and helpless, abandon her without consolation . |

to struggle on beneath the oppressive burden of her
life? One day,then,she perceived that she was wuh
child, and that part of her which rem,_z_‘t”ined"i
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children serve no useful purpose;and that a preg-
nancy is so much time wasted.

The very next day, a midwife ( of whom we
shall say no more than that she was a friend of the
mother) called to see Louise, who remained for a
few days in her bed from which she rose paler and
weaker than before

Three months 1ater,some man took pity on her
and undertook her moral and physical salvation.
But this latest blow had been the great and Louise
died of the after effects of the miscarriage she had
suffered.

The mother still lives. How? God alone
knows.

This story had come back to me as I stood ex-
amining the sets of silver toilet accessories, and I

must have been lost in thought for quite some time.

_For by now the apartment was empty save for my-

self and a porter who,from the doorway,was eyeing
me carefully lest I should try to steal anything.

I went up to this good man in whom I inspired
such grave anxieties.

“Excuse me,”1 whd , “I wonder if you could tell
me the name of the person who lived here?”

“Mademoiselle Marguerite Gautier. ’

I knew this young woman by name and by
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sight. ,

“What! "1 said to the porter. “ Marguerite Gauti-
er is dead?”

“Yes,sir.”

“When did it happen?”

“Three weeks ago, | think. "

“But why are people being allowed to view her
apartment?”

“he creditors thought it would be good for trade.
People can get the effect of the hangings and the fu-
miture in advance. Encourages people to buy, you un-
derstand. ”

“o she had debts, then?”

“Oh yes,sir! Lots of em.”

“But | imagine the sale will cover them?”

“Over and above.”
“And who stands to get the balance?”
“The family.”

“She had a famil y?”

“Seems she did.”

“Thank you very much.”

The porter,now reassured as to my intentions,
touched his cap and I left.

“Poor girl;” I said to myself as I returned
home, “she must have died a sad death, for in her
world, people only keep their friends as long as they
stay fit and well.” And in spite of myself,] lamented
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the fate of Marguerite Gautier.

All this will perhaps seem absurd to many peo-
ple, but I have a boundless forbearance towards
courtesans which I shall not even trouble to enlarge
upon here.

One day,as I was on my way to collect a pass-
port from the prefecture,I saw,down one of the ad-
jacent streets,a young woman being taken away by
two policemen. Now I have no idea what she had
done. All I can say is that she was weeping bitterly
and clasping to her a child only a few months old
from which she was about to be separated by her
arrest. From that day until this,I have been incapa-
ble of spurning any woman on sight.
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The sale was due to be held on the 16th. _
An interval of one day had been left between
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