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Preface

Located in southern China, Guangdong Province is the first region in
China to implement the rcfo'rm and opening up, and it is also one of the
most affluent areas nationwide. The Pearl River, China’s third largest river,
runs across the whole province. The Pearl River Delta is an alluvial plain
flushed by the Pearl River. After nearly 40 years of rapid development,
it has already become one of the most important city groups of China.
The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and the Macao Special
Administrative Region adjoin to Guangdong Province. With the natural
geographical relations and the same cultural background, they constitute
China’s unique Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area—a
world—class vigorous economic and cultural area.

For nearly 40 years of rapid development, Guangdong has been
playing a leading role in innovation, spurring the rapid development of
new growth drivers. There are many rapidly grown—up enterprises in
Guangdong, such as Huawei, Tencent, and UMi, which have become
important engines of Guangdong’s new economy development. Huawei
and Tencent are now widely known in China. We try to approach such

enterprises and their employees, to find the “secret” of the most innovative



and cutting—edge development in Guangdong.

Guangdong has been the most dynamic foreign trade area in China
since ancient times. And Guangzhou has beén a comme;"cial city through
the ages, as well as an important interconnecting city alongside the
“Maritime Silk Road”. Foreigners from all over the world travel across
major cities in Guangdong everyday, sightseeing, attending business
meetings, studying or visiting friends. In Guangzhou, there are a large
number of foreigners from Europe, America, Southeast Asia, the Middle
East, Africa and other places, doing business here everyday. They ship
back clothing, fabric, seafood, electrical appliances or glasses; foreign trade
is booming. In the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone ports, people and
vehicles travelling between Hong Kong and Shenzhen are always lined
up. Foreigners living here for many years gradually adopt and merge into
customs and culture of Guangdong, and regard Guangdong as their “second
home”. Meanwhile, tens of millions of workers from other provinces live
in Guangdong, especially in the Pearl River Delta, where they work in
factories, earn money to support their families, and try to realize their own
dreams and ambitions. Whether t;oreigners or migrant workers, they are all

practitioners, promoters and witnesses of Guangdong’s reform and opening



up. We conduct close observation of their work and life to record their
ups and downs.

Ten years ago, the per capita income in the Pearl River Delta had
already reached the level of that of moderately developed countries, and it
is moving towards high—income phase. But the embarrassment is that in
the eastern, western and northern parts of Guangdong Province, there are
still large number of underdeveloped rural areas, and some places are even
in extreme poverty, which distresses successive provincial governments.
The government is determined to carry out large—scale “poverty
alleviation” action, and vows to lift all peasants of impoverished areas out
of poverty in three years, and promote common prosperity in these parts
of Guangdong like the Pearl River Delta.

As the most populated, dynamic, and developed province that has
been spearheading reform and opening up, recent practices in Guangdong
are full of strength and sweetness. We go into it, and hope to find
and record those breathtaking, touching and impressive stories of the
development in Guangdong these years. Those people and those stories
constitute a glaring part in the glittering development of the new era in

Guangdong.



Through these stories, you can see diligence and endeavors of
Guangdong people in the process of modernization. Through the
perspective of Guangdong, you can see great efforts of Chinese people in

realizing the China dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
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The China Dream:Guangdong Story- Znnovafron

Pony Ma’s
Three Crises

In September 1987, Zorn, a German professor, attended a
technology symposium in Beijing. After a series of conditioning,
he managed to connect the Institute of Computer Application
Technology of Beijing with the Computer Center of Karlsruhe
University by the computer.

On 14" September, Zorn and Wang Yunfeng, a Chinese
professor, drafted an e—mail together, saying “Across the Great

Wall we can reach every corner in the world,” and “This is the

On the evening of 14"
September 1987, in the
Institute of Computer
Application Technology
of Beijing, a dozen people
gathered around a big Siemens
Computer, among whom
we found Professor Wang
Yunfeng and Professor Zorn.




A Penguin Who Changes the World

3

I'he first e-mail sent from China.

First Electronic Mail from China to Germany”, of which the title and
content are both written in English and German. It is the famous e—mail
later known as “Across the Great Wall, to the World”.

In addition to the professors, Wang Yunfeng and Zorn, there were 11
participants from China and Germany who also signed on the e—mail.

But there was a problem in the e—mail server CSNET that one bug
in the PMDF agreement led to a dead cycle, which delayed the successful
sending of that e—mail. After consultations, they received confirmation
from the CSNET Information Center that there was always the problem,
especially when the phone circuit worked badly. Professor Zorn’s assistant
Michael Finken, staying in Beijing and Gerd Wacker, staying in Kurlsruh,
worked together to make up with software for the unstable signal
confusion, overcoming many obstacles such as working jet leg. Seven days
later, on 20" September, that e—mail finally reached Germany, crossing
half of the globe.

By now, the 45—year old Pony Ma, who comes from Shantou,
Guangdong Province, has created TENCENT for over 18 years. Dating
back to a few months ago, 1 1™ November 2016 was the 18" anniversary of
TENCENT. On that day, Pony Ma, together with the CEO office staff,

sent out WeChat red packets to current employees, former employees,



