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It's a fact universally known, that Shenzhen's rapid development in the past three

decades has attracted astonishing responses and continuing attention of the world

*As an urban planning and construction model for rapid development, the master plan
of Shenzhen was nominated for Sir Patrick Abercrombie Prize, the highest honor for city
planning work awarded by UIA.

*Documenta X showed the research project of six Pearl Delta cities including Shenzhen done
by Rem Koolhaas and his Harvard graduate students, and published Great Leap Forward
aftrwards.

*American sociologist Scott Lash included Shenzhen into his huge research project to study
new international cities across the globe.

*In American urbanist Richard Florida's Who's your city ?, Hong-Zhen corridor is one of the
fourty mega-cities, conurbations that have powerful economy, creative activities, talent pool

along wirh large population,

The reading of Shenzhen by most people is still filled with cliches in which a small fishing

village has been transformed into an urban miracle

Even today, such a superficial reading is still permeating, undoubtly a sign showing the city

has been culturally overlooked. This also reveals the wanting of deep cultural strategic
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perspective, and exposes the lack of city's branding and marketing. This is a perpetual civic
cultural program which is vital to the development of Shenzhen’s local culture.

As a metropolis, Shenzhen has ventured beyond the state of “urban spectcle”, and obtained
broder and further cultural and social contents. Which is worth pointing out that, while
international architectural world, renowned research institutes, critics, and media are
curiously putting their foci of Shenzhen's development on building itself, Shenzhen's most
buildings still reflect speedy and large amount of "cumulation of quantity”, and have no

relevance with quality of creativity, design, culture.

All the existing reports are about sporadic individual case, lacking a systematic

documentation, rearrangement, research, and publication

In more than ten years recently, Shenzhen has built quite a lot architectural works with
certain guality and reputation. Among them are Wanke Center by Steven Holl, Shenzhen
Stock Exchange by Plitzker laureate Rem Koolhaas, and New Airport by Italian firm FUKSAS.
There are Hua Museum and Dafen Museum designed by the local based Urbanus, which are
frequent recipients of major internationl awards, such as Green Good Design Award (USA,
2010), AIA NY Architecture Honor Award (USA, 2010, 2011), Architectural Record Award.
Some outstanding buildings are widely reported by cutting-‘edge professional media, design
magazines. Prestigious internationl media such as New York Times, Businessweek have
reports on Shenzhen's architecture as well, furthermore, these architecture made frequent

appeareances in New York, Rome, Barcelona, Paris design shows.

Putting the individual impact of every architectural case together, demonstrating a
complete image of “Shenzhn Contemporary Architecture”

Although Shenzhen City \ Architecture Biennale and the lable of "Design Capital” has made
impacts upon professional design world, the recognition is still an ambigious and abstract
one. We share the responsibility to do some work for the development of Shenzhen's city and
architecture, putting its contemporary architecture upon a broad international background,
having cultural and artistic voice acrossed, and publishing city architectural books with
international influence as New York and Tokyo have done. The New York Bicentenial has always
maintained a clear city architecture archive, documentation, and has published NY1900, 1930,
1960, 1990, etc., having systematic recording and reviewing every three decades. Shenzhen is
35 years old, and it's time to systematically gather, explore, research, and review. Therefore,
with the editing of Shenzhen Contemporary Architecture as the starting point, we are to study
and write about a history of Shenzhen's contemporary city and architecture development,

mapping the previously uncharted area.



Helping the citizens to establish cultural experiences and ideology, generating further
local identification

With the combined advantages of Shenzhen Municipal Planning and Land Resource Comittee
and Time+Architecture Journal, we are editing Shenzhen Contemporary Architecture. The
objective is professionalism and scholarship, comprehensive instead of cornering every
corner, making the book a business card for international exchange and dialogues. We focus
mainly on Shenzhen's contemporary creative works and practices in the past 15 years,
building up a city architecture archive for study, and providing valuable documents for further
study on domestic and’international architecture. This is an insightful exploration, reviewing,
and documenting, answering to the anxiety and cultural problems related to government,
citizens, and designers. It presents fresh and youthful ideas and works to the front, helping
citizen to regard architecture as vehicle to building past, present, and future, constructing a
cultural experiences and ideologism and generateing further local identification, to further
benefit the local architectural culture, and making contribution to the wisdom of creative
culture development.

Shenzhen Contemporary Architecture is distribuiing worldwide. It is to demonstrate a
complete image of Shenzhen's architecture, gaining more attentions from people across
professional spectrum, and amplifying Shenzhen's impacts and influences. It will reveal the
deeper social and culture core of a young and remarkable city, achieving the objectives of

communication and dialogue, and further promote the city’s international profile.
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As a testing ground for reform and opening-up policies, its pioneering and exemplary characters
had inspired emulation from other cities in China for a long period of time. In terms of
contemporary heritage, as an instant city, Shenzhen not only bears witness to the starting point
of reform and opening-up, but also provides a unique site for groundbreaking experimentations
with Chinese urbanism and architecture. Moreover, it is a vehicle for exploring spatial memories
of history. The editorial logic of this publication is to trace from Shenzhen's “city” development to
its "building” values. Our focus centers on the topics exploring the interactivity between city and
architecture in Shenzhen.

First of all, in the section of "Chinese Experiences in a Historical Frame”, by positioning nearly
35 years of building process in Shenzhen in the context of modern Chinese history, Feng Yuan
examines the relationship between history and city. He exploits the historical structures in China
since 18th century with an attempt to investigate the particular significance of Chinese experience
characterized by the establishment of Shenzhen. Departing from a study of social ideologies
and critical reflections on the history of thought, Rao Xiaojun delineates three architectural
milestones in the thirty-year development of Shenzhen, as a way to tease out a passage of
contemporary architectural thoughts in Shenzhen. Xiao Yigiang focuses on the conditions of
architectural practice in the first two decades of Shenzhen's history, and points out that under
less-stringent circumstances, the architects’s subjectivity had experienced an accelerated
process of awakening. Their innovative approaches has laid the groundwork-for the subséquent
development of architectural practice in terms of internal rules and basic resources. You Tao
discusses the value system of international contemporary heritage and historical significance of
early stage of Shenzhen's reform and opening-up practice.

In the section of "Architectural Experiments in an Urban Vision", through case studies of

how polycentric spatial structure, block development model, statutory planning guides, and
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basic ecological controls are applied in the development of the Shenzhen Special Economic
Zone (SEZ] as the defining factors of urban planning practice, Zou Bing elaborates on the key
thinking underlining Shenzhen's planning practice and the crucial impact that it has on the
healthy development of the city during a particular period. Reflecting on the previous versions
of Shenzhen's master plan, Wang Fuhai asserts the complex, plural entities inside and outside
the Shenzhen SEZ have led to a great variety of urban design approaches and architectural
styles, which essentially characterizes the inclusive and diverse aspects of Shenzhen practice.
Zhang Yuxing analyzes the management and operation of urban design process in Shenzhen,
and comes to a conclusion that the shifting mode of operation in urban design process can be
considered as a direct response to the evolving process of urban development. From the viewpoint
of innovative ways of institutional design, Zhou Hongmei examines the open tender system in
Shenzhen and points out that the unique approach of institutional design with an imprint of the
city's architectural values has transformed the "Shenzhen Competition” into a credible urban
brand. Huang Weiwen reflects on the trajectory of the Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism / Architecture
[Shenzhen] since its inception in 2005, and gi\.res a detailed account on its significance in exploiting
urban concepts and methodologies over the past decade. Rao Xiaojun discusses the extensive
influence the China Architecture Media Awards has brought to the industry and the general
public. Xu Ting explains how Shenzhen was appointed as the “City of Design" by the UNESCO
and analyzes the productive impact it has generated on the development of the city's design
industry, improving the city's image, and fostering international exchange activities. In terms of
cultural development in Shenzhen, the Shenzhen University is considered as one of the major
success stories. Gong Weimin traces the development of its campus which is representative of
a wave of new university campuses since the 1980s in China, and highlights its unique values
in the approach of site-oriented garden making, integrated design of campus making, and the
modernist architectural design with regional characteristics. Tang Shuoning, Qian Feng, and
Yu Zhonggqi review the venues and facilities constructed for the 26th Summer Universiade in
Shenzhen, with a focus on how they reflect Shenzhen's innovative approach in the design of sport
facilities and how the design itself and its inventive way of management can benefit the post-
game operation.

In the section of "Instant Building in an Instant City" , Zhu Rongyuan argues that the "OCT
phenomenon” is not a mere cultural phenomenon, rather it has generated a new way of living.
Chen Yixin reflects on the development of the new Futian Central District, from the planning
stage to its full realization, and points out the significance of square-grid street network, public
building and civic infrastructure based on high-density projects to the practice of planning and
construction in China. Qin Li teases out the experimentations and improvements achieved in the
design of high-rise buildings in Shenzhen throughout the past 30 years, and highlights a trend
that focuses on urban spatial relations, ecological integration, and rational, pragmatic expression
reflected in the design of high-rises in Shenzhen. In the twofold context of architectural studies
and sociology, Ai Xia investigates the existence of “Megastructure” in an instant city, interpreting
the concept and value of representative "Megastructures” such as Shenzhen Vanke Center and T3

terminal with respect to their differences in historical background and technological conditions.



By looking back on the planning and architectural design of residential housings in Shenzhén,
Zhao Xiaodong examines typical designs of innovative housings and the kind of challenges they
were faced with in relation to industrial trends, leading designs, and development of related
industries at the time.

In the section of "Architectural Phenomena of Spontaneous Growth”, several scholars explore
the phenomenon of urban villages. In "Villagehack Note“, Mary Ann O'Donnell introduces a
public art project situated itself in one urban vitlagé. By engaging participants in direct dialogues
with the city, the project opens up the potentials of urban village for future development of the
city. In comparison to a global trend of SEZ, Juan Du’s research offers insights into the unique
value of urban villages in shaping the humanities and geographical characteristics of Shenzhen
that is inseparable and irreproducible to the city. In a comparative study of four urban villages
with different trajectories of development, Wan Yan suggests an alternative perspective in
understanding urban villages. In the case of Huagiangbei shopping district, Liu Xiaodu's research
subject is revolved around its unique spatial quality and the continuation of its commercial viability.
He proposes the working concept of “Street Basis” and contemplates how it is reflected i;T the
design of Hui Hotel and some other projects. Meng Yan's article sheds light on urban landscape
design, and discusses how discursive projects can potentially be unified as one systematic
strategy of urban design. Zhang Zhiyang reflects on Shenzhen architects’ daily contemplation
on bottom-up, flexible, and instantaneous approaches to the problem of urban corners, through
“counterurbanization” strategies such as "fun city" to improve the quality of urban space.

In the section of "Unusual Construction along the Urban Edge”, by pondering the significance
of the SEZ's ports as a window, Tu Jingpeng details the evolving role of this “invisible wall" over
the course of thirty years, and how it has implicated the development of Shenzhen, the relation
of Shenzhen to Hong Kong and even to the entire pearl delta region. Guo Xiangmin unearths the
evolvenent of the:coastal area in Shenzhen in an attempt to capture the trajectory of urbanization
in Shenzhen and the transition of the city's position. Chen Ya'ni and Jin Yanwei outline how a
parallel thinking that unifies the body of design with the plan of function was implemented in the
Qianhai Development Plan and why it can become an innovative way of working. Needless to say,
the position of Shenzhen has been constantly evolving, shifting towards the expansion of coastal
areas from inland development, and thus towards the direction of a bay city‘that can play an
important role in the regional development plan.

Furthermore, we have interviewed a group of internationally renowned architects, who have
worked or researched in Shenzhen, about their impression of Shenzhen as a city and its
architecture. Meanwhile, in response to the subject matters of each section, we have selected
some exceptional architectural projects from past fifteen years to accompany the texts as a way
to engage further discussion on the topics. We hope that, through both macro and micro lens
provided in this publication, one can have a better understanding of the characteristics of urban

and architectural development in Shenzhen and the values that are well worth sharing.
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Library of South University of Science and Technology of China

2013 RETNERNETL - EAAME

Value Factory Renovation of 2013 UABB - Main Entrance

2013 RENANERMEL - TRTHE

Value Factory Renovation of 2013 UABB - Main Hall

2013 RENHMNERNMET - Bo30E

Value Factory Renovation of 2013 UABB - Silo

R LIERE LR O

Nanshan Marriage Registration Center

201 FHRARREEZHLEREED

Universiade 2011 Bao'an Stadium



212 201 FHRAFEZH2EEFL
Universiade 2011 Sports Center
218 RBEBFRL
Shenzhen Bay Sports Center
224 RNYARFEREFELE
South Campus Student's Residence of Shenzhen University
230 RIKRFINEFREBFERE
Lab & Teaching Building of Normal College of Shenzhen University
234 RYKRFEBE (ZH)
Shenzhen University Library (Second Phase)
238 RYIRFXFHFE
Liberal Arts Teaching Buildings of Shenzhen University
244 RYARFRRSHEHALFERRE
College of Architecture & Urban Planning Building of Shenzhen University
250 RYIRFFEE
Science & Technology Building of Shenzhen University
254 FREHE
Vanke Fifth Garden

258 BERTPRHRERE
Instant Building in an Instant City
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270  #fRFM A OCT Phenomenon
272 “E-HmMAEK" R HAEER" | KRE
All under One Rubric : A Review of the OCT Phenomenon | ZHU Rongyuan
276 W City Center
278 ARYIBEPOLXHKRIR 35 FHLEE | FF—H#
35 Years of Planning and Constructions in Shenzhen Futian Central District |
CHEN Yixin
286 EXB¥IENH
A Glamorous Image of Skyscrapers | QIN li
292 EMREHSHE | R

Mega-form between Vigor and Puzzle | Al Xia
296 £ Residence

298 AYIEERITRRHEEM | XBER
History of Residential Design in Shenzhen | ZHAO Xiaodong
304 WSS Architecture Projects
306 HEZARFL
Artron Art Center
312 FRERFRESRMPL

Ping-An International Financial Center



318 IERAE
CGN Headquarters Building
322 EEEGFRAE
Baidu Headquarters
326 EREFFHIA 3 S
Terminal 3 of Bao'an International Airport
384 RYRESZH
Shenzhen Stock Exchange
340 Ao EXCERE
OCT-Loft Renovation
366 ERRE+EE
Maillen Apartments & Hotel
352 FERHL

Vanke Centre

360 FRERE
Vanke Fantasy Mansion
364 4. EZARIE

OCT Art & Design Gallery
368 RYIxtehL (BBESEFRT)

Shenzhen Cultural Center (Library and Music Hall)
372 RIHKIAE ‘

Shenzhen Planning Building
376 EHRESS H

OCT Ecological Plaza

382 HEEKPHEBRAK
Architectural Phenomena of Spontaneous Growth

394 ¥R Urban Villages

396 HBERZELR:AMFHNBIE/ LIRS | YR
Villagehack Note: A Vernacular Geography of Shenzhen Identities | Mary Ann 0'
DONNELL

400 HPRSEFFHEX AR ERBIZFAERRIDFNMHEDR | 88
Urban Villages and the Special Economic Zone: How Formal Planning and Informal
Development Generated the Exceptional Urbanism of Shenzhen | Juan DU

406  RYEH RO NRITX I | FHF
Case Studies on 4 Urbanizing Villages in Shenzhen | WAN Yan

410  #3&Jk Huagiangbei

412 EWHRBAERIETR | X
URBANUS' Researches on Huagiangbei Area | LIU Xiaodu

418  #WH M Urban Corner



