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Heng SHAN

The mountain didn’t open up until I was seventy /i away from

Bei TAL. The place was known as Dongdi SHAN ZRJi€ 1l. The
northern end of Wutai SHAN 115 1l| was under the jurisdiction of

Fanshi XTAN 2 H..

The 9" Day of the 8" Lunar Month, 1633 in Chinese
Calendar

I went out of Nan SHAN Bg1l1. Da Xi that I had traveled
along ran out of the mountain and went westward. 1 walked
quickly northward on the flatland. Looking from afar at the chain
of mountains, I found that they were only four tenths the height of
Wutai SHAN. The mountains, which surrounded the flatland like
a ring of parapets, were linked with Pingxing GUAN “FJB € in
the east and Yanmen GUAN in the west. Traveling northward, I
arrived at the foot of the mountains. After crossing Sha HE ¥D3nJ |
[ reached Shahe BAO ¥b ji] £%, which was located in an
advantageous position by the mountains overlooking the river and
had tall and tidy enclosed brick walls. Seventy i northwest of the
fort, past Xiaoshi KOU /N7 [, was the west road to Datong K
[[]. Sixty /i north of the fort, past Beilu KOU JL#& 1, was the
east road to Datong. From the back of the fort I climbed a
mountain. After traveling northeastward for several /i, I reached

the entrance of a valley where a stream ran from the north to the
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south and emptied into Sha HE. After I entered the valley and
followed the winding stream, soon I found myself in a desolate and
uninhabited valley. After covering several /i, I arrived at Yixing
ZHAL ¥ 243 another several li, Zhujia FANG 4% bj; still
another few /i, I approached Hulu ZUI #j /¥, 1 left the valley
and did my climb along Hulu Zui, beyond which was a col.
Heading northward along a stream, I found myself at the border of
Hunyuan ZHOU . After traveling for several li, I came to
what was called Tu LING + ¥y, sixty /i away from the local
prefecture , fifty /i from Sha HE in the southwest. I stayed at the

house of a local resident who shared my family name.

The 10" Day

After traveling northward along a stream for three li, 1 could
see another stream from the west. The two streams converged and
ran northeastward. As [ was going upstream from the west, I
found yet another stream from the north. I decided to climb a
ridge from the west of the stream, and it was a steep climh. To
the north I climbed for about six or seven [i, then I turned west.
After climbing northward for five or six [i, I first mounted two
peaks, and then ascended to the top which was called Jian’gan
LING #7Z %, Since I left Sha HE, I traveled past mountains,
streams and winding valleys and saw earthen mounds and desolate
hills all the way. So I was surprised to find steep peaks here
except the south area of the ridge. After I got to the northern side
of the ridge, I looked downward at the continuous mountains and
collapsing cliffs in the east and west with verdant trees and red

glows flowing upon them. The towering rocks were all covered
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with trees and shining in the sunlight; all the rocks had the same
color, but their shapes and veins were multifarious; the trees had
different colors, which were shining upon one another like colorful
brocade. The rocks looked even more fantastic with lofty trees
growing on them, like being covered with decorative patterns; the
trees on the rocks had to grow sideways or even upside down, and
featured some truly unusual designs. 1 covered fifty /i with this
fabulous scenery in sight. After I had descended to the bottom of
Tu Ling, I found a turbulent stream running from south to north in
a ravine. Walking along the stream, I came to the opening of what
was called Longyu KOU Jglifs 11, with a fortified village nearby.
It was a big village where plums and apricots were grown, and the
hillsides were covered with a forest of trees. After getting out of
the ravine, I entered flatland. To the north of the flatland were a
rim of mountains extending from east to west; it was about thirty /i
away from Hunyuan ZHOU in the east, and seventy li from
Yingzhou W/l in the west. Longyu KOU was located inside the
rim of mountains in the same way as Dongdi SHAN was inside the
ring of mountains near the valley of Sha He. As I was heading
eastward along the mountains, I found mountains in the east of
Longyu KOU much steeper and craggier. Upon an inquiry, | was
told that it was called Long SHAN Jg (lI ( Dragon-shaped
Mountain). Long SHAN was very famous in Shanxi Province in
previous time. But I did not know that it stood shoulder to
shoulder with. Heng SHAN At this moment | had traveled in its
western region and seen its general view from the north. It was a
windfall gain for me to accideatly pay a visit to Long SHAN during
the trip to Wutai SHAN. After traveling eastward for ten li, I
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approached Dayun SI K 7z 5 located in Long SHAN and facing
the mountain in the south.

After ten li eastwards, I came across a northwest-bound road
leading to the foot of Heng SHAN, so I took it. The foot of the
mountain was still ten /i ahead. On my way to Heng SHAN, 1
could look at it in the distance and see two peaks on the mountain
facing each other. 1 didn’t realize that I was taking the main road
from Datong to Daoma GUAN 8] &3¢ and Zijing GUAN %83 56
until I found that people with horses came and went in an endless
stream on it. Following the road, | came to the foot of Heng
SHAN where cliffs towered to the sky on both sides and a stream
wound its way through the valley. 1 walked into the valley through
a crack , and found the valley almost too narrow to lead anywhere ;
the deeper 1 went, the more serene and beautiful the scenery
turned out to be. The attractive sights of the double peaks inYique
SHAN 111 and Jiu QU JLH in Wuyi SHAN 32111 could not
match the beautiful scenery here. At this time of the year the
stream did not swell at all. Therefore, 1 was able to go against the
clear stream. When I found some stone holes arranged regularly in
the cliffs on both sides, 1 was wondering when they had been
made some of them were about four or five chi wide, while others
about one zhang wide. The stone holes must have been used for
inserting wooden posts to support the plank road when the water
rose. The road had by now been deserted for a long time, as 1
found only two wooden posts suspending in the air like the central
beams in a house. After making the third turn in the mountain, I
noticed that the gorge was becoming increasingly narrow, and the

cliffs lofty. Halfway on the western cliff were tiers of high-rising
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buildings, and along the reclining cliff were pavilions that looked
like mirage architecture. This was Xuankong SI & %5 5F. In the
northern valley of Wutai SHAN there was another hanging temple,
which was but an incomplete imitation of this one. Looking
upward at it, I was delighted at the sight and inspired to make the
climb toward the temple on my own. After entering the temple, I
saw that the temple was made up of buildings and pavilions at
different heights. Roads and guardrails wound around the
mountain. The cliff here became pretty lofty and steep, which was
indeed a magnificent spectacle. Moreover, Xukong SI added
brilliance to it’s present splendor. Xuankong SI was probably the
only site to be built entirely on rocks but not hampered by the rock
formations. The temple houses were neatly arranged and offered
guests’ seats, Buddhist niches, bright windows and warm beds.
Though set in such a small space, the houses appeared solemn,
quiet and cozy. After descending Xuankong SI, I made three or
four turns in the gorge, and noticed that there was a commodious
opening, beyond which the peaks and mountains set off one
another like a different world. After traveling for one [i, | saw
three archways with horizontal inscribed board in the eastern bank
of a stream, which lined up high in the mountains. Down below
the archways were hundreds of stone steps leading to the temple of
Heng SHAN. The place was still ten /i from the temple and was
surrounded by earthen hills. It was too far away for me to see the
top of Heng SHAN. Therefore, I decided to stay at the house of a
local resident near the temple. There 1 made preparations for

climbing the mountain.
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