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The Formation and Development of
Nation-state in Southeast Asia

Nation-state has ever been a focal topic of the present Humanities and So-
cial Science. The nation-states in Southeast Asia are the third group of nation-
states emerged around the world. The intricate originals to the appearance of
these states and the variety in their races and cultures provoke scholars of world
history into observing the process of the formation and development of nation-
states in this area.

Based on tracing the history of the formation and development of nation-
states in the area of Southeast Asia, the present project, jointing together the
perspectives both of Europe-centric and of Asia-centric, puts forward the follow-
ing three ideas under the direct of two essential elements composing the concept
of nation-state: sovereignty and constitutionalism.

First of all, the reality of the nation-states around this area reveals that the
concept of nation-state is a historical one, on which there is no absolute theo-
ry. It is only a partial job that just western state theories or Asian traditions in
state theories are employed in the study of nation-states of Southeast Asia. The
states here generally regard nation-building and state-building as “ programmes
or policies” .

Another belief is that the originals to the appearance of Southeast Asian na-
tion-states can not be simply attributed to a normal social evolution, but rather
to the continuing reciprocal affect of the otherness represented by the colonizing
states and the selfness embodied by the colonized onto each other in this
area. Thus, the states in this area have ever been pursuing the equality in sover-
eignty, harmonious relationship between/among races, co-operating develop-
ment, observance of rightness and shouldering of international duties, etc. , e-
ven they bear some elements stipulated in the western state theories.

The last finding is that the transformation of the traditional society of South-
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east Asia to the modern one brings a dilemma facing the new emerged states that
they can not easily and thoroughly break with the relationships with their own
traditions and the formal suzerains, which is fully displayed in the contradic-
tions and conflicts between/among racial groups and the crisis of sovereign-
ty. These expose on a certain level that the total possession of sovereignty will not
be put into effect without well-developed economy and political system, solid
foundation of social administration, and international competitiveness, etc. ,
which are absent from or relatively fragile in Southeast Asia.

To build up a strong and harmonious society is highly advocated and vigor-
ously aimed for each nation-state, so is with the Southeast Asian states. Some
profiting practices in certain states of this area have been taken to overcome the
problems hindering the development of nation-state will offer a good example for

the under-developed states.

Key words: Southeast Asia; Nation-State; Development of Nation-State
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