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Competition Background

Located at the bottom of Amman's main valley
and adjacent to Ali Bin Abi Talib road — the main
traffic artery running through the valley — it is
where the more affluent can almost rub elbows
with the have-nofts. With these social contrasts
in mind, King Abdullah visualized an arts center
ey : accessible to all citizens regardless of social
T stature. To arrive at a design for the facility, the
government engaged the German firm, [phase
== eins] led by Benjamin Hossbach, to administer a
/"' ’C limited design competition. Thirty firms answered
b ' the call to submit expressions of interest.
The teams were asked to design a building
® . consisting of a large theater accommodating
= ; : 1600 persons and a small theater with 400 seats
available, both equipped with highly sophisticated
audio systems. Training areas and public facilities,
such as a restaurant and a café will also be
provided. The development requires a certain
level of flexibility in terms of its design, construction
and operation to accommodate large events and
experimental workshops.
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Remarks

The sponsor anticipated that the competition

would lead to a world class design and enable
"Darat King Abdullah II" fo serve as a venue for

local community events as well as the cultural hub
for artistic programs and activities
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ilis - iRBREN=5A Zaha Hadid Architects Project 1
Z#FMBET (—FR)  the first prize

The jury obviously was impressed by the poetic nature as well as
- . the siting of the Hadid design: Beyond the first sight attractions,

. — a closer examination of the proposal started to reveal the special
attributes regarding the approach to the site and the context,
the suggested weightlessness of the opaque monolith and the
unavoidably felt, massive presence of the emptiness. The shifting
interceptions of light by the hyper-spatial surfaces evoked the
timelessness of wind worn memories of the mountains of the
region. One could hear the wind in, through and around the cave
like interfaces among the building and the site so generously
liberated and enhanced through pushing the building to the
Northeast edge of the site.
Otherwise, concern was voiced about the excessive ratios between
the gross floor area and the utilization area, the challenges of large
cantilevers and the very tall glass enclosures, especially in an
earthquake zone. Also, they criticized the lack of attention paid to
the small theater: the technical consultants felt it did not fulfill all
of the technical requirements. Finally, the consultants felt that the
volume of the building would have to be reduced to meet budget
requirements.
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