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THE GENERAL COUNCIL

OF THE

Iuternationa]l TWorkingmen's Association
ON THE WAR.

—_—

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING-
MEN’3 ASSOCIATION

IN EUVROFE AND THE CUNITED @ATES.

In the insugural Address of the Isveawamionar Womkinawen's
Assocramion, of November, 1864, we said :—* 1f the emancipation of
the working classes requires their fraternal concurrence, how are
they to fuliil that great mission with a foreign policy in pursuit of
criminal designs, playing upon national prejudices and squandering
i piratical wars the people’s hlood aud treasurct”  We defined the,
foreign policy simed at Ly the Intemational in these words;-—
“ Vindicate the simple laws of morals and justice, which ought
to govern the relations of private individuals, as the laws para-
moant of the intercourse of nations,”

No wonder that Louis Bonaparte, who usarped his power by
exploiting the war of classes in France, and perpetuated it by

rivdical wars abroad, should from the first have treated the

nternational as s dangerous foe. On the eve of the plebiscite he
ordered a raid on the members of the Administrative Committecs
of the International Workingmen's Association throughout France,
‘at Paris, Lyons, Rouen, Marseilles, Brest, &c., on the pretext that
the Internationai was a secret society dabbling in a complot for his
assassination, a pretext soon after exposed in its full absurdity by
his own judges. What was the crime of the French branches
of the International? They told the French people publicly and
emphaticslly that votin? the plebiscite was voting despotism at
home and war abroad. 1t has in fact, their work that in all
the great towns, in all the industrial centres of France, the working
class rose like one man to reject the plebiscite. Unfortunately
the balance was turned by the heavy ignorance of the rural dis-
ricts. The Stock Exchanges, the Cabinets, the ruling classes and
the pres=s of Europe celebrated the plebiscite asa signal victory of
the gnch Emperor over the French working class; and it was
4he signal for the ussassination, not of an individual, but of nations.

The war plot of July, 1870, is but an amended edition of the coup
d'état of December, 1851, Al first viewthe thing seemed so absurd
that France would not believe in its real good earnest. Itrathor
believed the deputy denouncing the ministerial war talk as a mere

. #tosk jobbing trick. When, on ﬁuiylﬂh,m was at Jast offici-
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