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Was in der Zeiten Bildersaal
Jemals ist trefflich gewesen
Das wird immer einer einmal
Wieder auffrischen und lesen.
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A Personal Note for Prof. Fan Jing Zhong by the Author

Much of the history of this book and how I came to write it, is told in the
first few pages of the introduction. What I could not mention at the time was the
fact that all the three children of Warburg were still alive at the period of writing
(indeed his daughter is still happy alive today ) and that this inevitably imposed
a certain restraint in the writing of the biography. It would have been tactless and
hurtful to dwell at length on the tragic years of Warburg’s mental illness and so |
decided to refrain from discussing them, without, of course, concealing their role
in Warburg’s life. Some of my critics have failed to understand my reasons for

this restraint, because they did not know all the relevant facts.

London, February 1992

E. H. Gombrich
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