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As the rapid development of urbanization, many problems
arising from children's playground development in China
are gradually becoming obvious. Various problems are
eagerly waiting for our solutions such as narrow floor
space, old-fashioned recreational facilities and existence of
potential safety hazards. Compared with foreign children's
playground, children's playground in China lacks novelty
and the sense of interest.

1. LACK OF URBAN SPACE AND UNEVEN DISTRIBUTION

At present, ever-increasing urbanization has resulted in shorfage
of land resources and high density of buildings. Lack of relevant
planning basis, guidance and clear land property definition,
children’s playground in Ching, in most cases, is a part of the
city’s public space with relatively high flexibility and uncertainty. In
addition, since children’s game space is only limited to a certain
area in want of professional planning guidance, outdoor games
can only exist in the city’s comers. Therefore, children’s playgrounds
influenced by the city’s existing public space, are unevenly
distributed around the city. The space for children's activities varies
in different urban development zones. Due fo the narow space in
the old city, space available for children’s activities is limited while
the suburb equipped with rich space resources will be a good
choice for children’s activifies.

2. IGNORE CHILDREN'S CHARACTERISTICS

In China, although some children’s playgrounds are established in
some residential areas, parks and schools, they still cannot create
a good environment for children’s activities because children’s
physical, psychological and behavioral characteristics are
neglected. In China, it is not difficult to find that most recreation
faciiities and venues are only aimed at the adult’s world, and few
of them can really take children’s physical and mental needs
into consideration. Consequently, the city’s development has
abandoned the development of children’s facilities. However,
children’s playground design shall take psychology of children
development, children’s game theory and environment-behavior
studiies into full consideration. As the designer has not paid enough
atftention to children’s psychological traits and failed in concluding
the design concept based on relevant theories, most existing
children’s playgrounds cannot meet relevant requirements.

3. STRONG COMMERCIAL ATMOSPHERE

In recent years, the development of large-scale recreation facilities,
fo some extent, has propelled the improvement of children’s
playground. Yet, the commercialized operation mode has
figgered some negative factors to compromise the improvement
of fraditional children’s playground, and children excessively pursue
thrilling and exciting experience to compete with each other,
‘Currently, most children’s playgrounds and multipurpose parks
are only equipped with large electric facilities to create strong
commercial atmosphere, and no creative game is available to
satisfy the child's curiosity and demand for novel things. Naturally,
children will soon lose their interest in those

games may excessively stimulate
the child's nerve, which is not good

for their healthy growth.

4. LACK OF DESIGN ORIGINALITY

At present, children’s playgrounds in China are
most located at a simple site equipped with some
basic playground facilities. Usually, a site equipped
with facilities can be referred to as children’s
playground in China. But, previous children's activity
sites are not diversified in style and cannot satisfy
the child's needs any more. Unfortunately, designers
just conduct their site designs based on the adult's
common thought rather than the elaborate
analysis made to children themselves. Our analysis
made to the child’s behavioral psychology must
rely on the division of children’s groups, and then,
we shall work out the design scheme according
to different divisions and ages. In addition, cument
design method is monotonous and out of date, In
any case, designers shall proceed from the child’s
needs in line with the actual situation, and create
a unigue space for them according to the child’s
physiological features, gender difference and age
difference. Similar facilities and lack of creativity are
commeon problems. In a sense, sandpit, slide, swing
and horizontal bar are what children’s playground
is all about, but diversity and creativity are what
children really need. In this way, children cannot
find enough space for their activities, and they
can only play the same games. Consequently, the
child’s creativity and development will be largely
compromised.

5. SAFETY HAZARDS

Nowadays, more and more people are inclined
to find an interesting place to enjoy their May
Day and National Day holidays, and playground
will be the best choice both for the child and
thelr parents. Thus, safety is the top priority.
However, safety problems are mainly caused by
the damaged and worn playground facilities,
unautherized installation, manufacturers without
any production license or safety certificate, out-
of-date management method. unqualified
operating personnel and lack of professional
maintenance. In absence of specific playground
for children, many sites with blurry functions in the
city’s park or some facliities for the adult have
gradually become things fo atiract the child.
Nevertheless, those sites and facilities (foo high
or with sharp points) are not specifically geared
o the child, resulting in serious safety hazards for

/", children of weak seif-profection awareness.
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