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Talk within the group

Describe your childhood with 3 words to your group members.

Talk to the class

Tell about one incident in your childhood that you cannot forget. Why is it so

unforgettable?

In the following lesson, you'll go back to childhood by spending some moments

with little Chris at school and at home. Enjoy!
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k Information — About the Show )

@) Plotline

“Everybody Hates Chris” is an American sitcom that is based on the troubled
childhood experiences of comedian Chris Rock during the 1980s. The show is set

between 1982 and 1987.

Chris is a normal, responsible, kind-hearted, but unlucky, unpopular, untalented,

middle child. He tries hard to fit in with his peers, but often finds himself a victim of
circumstance. As the eldest child, he is often put in charge of his younger siblings: Drew
and Tonya. Drew is popular, lucky and talented, and Tonya is a smart-mouthed and shrewd
little girl. Julius is the frugal, worrisome, and devoted husband and the father of the kids.
Whenever Chris has a problem, he goes to Julius, who gives him advice in a confusing
manner. The kids’ mother is Rochelle, who is cautious about how she and her family

are perceived in public. Greg is Chris’s weird, nerdy, and anxious best friend at school.

B) Characters
Drew Rochelle Chris Julius Tonya™ Greg
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Focus

Childhood is not always full of happy moments. This show is acclaimed for
“providing a very real look at growing up in America — a challenge that demands a

discussion of race and class often absent from television today”. For example:

v’ Chris is the only black kid at his school.

v Chris lives in a ghetto.

v’ Chris’s father has to work two jobs to make ends meet.

2 What kind of problems did you have to face in your childhood at school or

at home?

_ In-Depth )

A) Learn Your Language

\:f

Scene | Where's the meat?




Unit1 Childhood

e Before Watching
I. Language Highlights

‘ 1. Karate: a ‘method developed in Japan of defending oneself without
~ the use of weapons by stnkmg sensmve areas on an attacker s body

- with the hands, elbows, knees, or feet _f.—?'lﬁ o :
3 paleontology. the science of the forms of life exisiing in former

~ geologic periods, as represented by their fossils ¥ A W%

3. arlthmetlc' the method or process of computation with ﬁgures the
i most elementary branch of mathematics - K

4. porkchop: a chop of pork HHE ;

S. vegetarian' someone who eats only vegetables, bread, frult, eges, 1
~ etc. and does not eat meat or fish & £ L&

6. holler: to cry aloud; shout ™ #k, '

II. Chris’ family are sitting around the dinner table. Make predictions
regarding the following questions.

1. What will they talk about at dinner?

2. What does Chris tell his mom (Rochelle) about his school day?

3. What food does Chris’ dad (Julius) want? Why can’t they have it?

® While Watching
I. Locate the following sentence in English in the video and write it down.

Wr b RARDG EHIRET

II. Consider these questions while you watch the clip for the 2nd time.
1. What does Drew do before dinner?

Hint: practice
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. What do they do before eating?

Hint: blessing

. What does Rochelle tell them about her job? What happened?

Hint: quit; disrespect

After Watching

. Answer these questions by filling in the blanks.

. What is Julius’ attitude toward Drew’s hobby?

He doesn’t see the r of learning anything that doesn’t get you a

]

. Why does Rochelle think Chris learns all kinds of things at school?

Because Chris goes to a w school and she thinks “a ”

EE]

sounds more complicated than “m

. How does Julius react when Rochelle tells him to have some vegetables?

He says he’snota v and he has to work 60 h a week,

| papers and boxes all night.

é@; Practice Your Skills

Scene Il | hate sausage!




Unit 1 Childhood

e Before Watching
I. Language Highlights

1. stomp: to walk with heavy steps, especially because you are angry

- EE '

2.» Jariety: the differences within a group that make it interesting %
i

3. detention: a punishment in which children who have behaved badly
are forced to stay at school for a short time after the others have gone
home 7 5 /5 B &

4. punch: to give a sharp thrust or blow to, especially with the fist Z47

5. smack: to strike sharply, especially with the open hand or a flat
object 44,47, 48

6. torture: to deliberately hurt someone to force them to give you
information, to punish them, or to be cruel # 47

7. pathetic: so useless, unsuccessful, or badly done that they annoy you
4T A6

8. crust: the brown, hard outer portion or surface of a loaf or slice of
bread & &, &

9. crate: a box made of wood or plastic that is used for carrying fruit,
bottles, etc. 48

10. hook-up: a temporary connection with something i 4%
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II. Do a quick research on the following terms within your groups and

report the results to the class.

Cas

Widwel /¢

meadowlark Pop-Tarts Child Welfare

III. Consider the following questions.
1. What does Caruso do to Chris at school? Why does he call Chris “meadowlark™?
What could have happened before?

2. Why do Chris’ family have sausage every meal for a week?

@ While Watching
I. Watch the clip for the 1st time and pay special attention to the language

points you were asked to get familiar with in the previous section.

II. Consider these questions while you watch the clip for the 2nd time.
1. With regard to the bully at school,

» What causes Chris’ detention?

» What type of plan does Chris have to get his revenge?
2. How does Julius help Tonya with the sausage problem?

3. Why does Rochelle insist that Tonya eat the sausage? What does she fear?

III. Watch the clip for the 3rd time and fill in the blanks with the words
you hear.
Part 1
Rochelle: What’s this?

Julius:  Meat. Fresh sausage links. I gota 1) from the meat man.



Chris:

Julius:

Rochelle:

Julius:

Rochelle:

Julius:

Greg:
Chris:

Greg:

Chris:

Unit1  Childhood

In Bed-Stuy, “getting a 2) ” meant you bought something
that was stolen. Now, everybody knew the stuff was stolen, which
was 3) , as long as it wasn’t stolen from you.

Hey! This is mine!

Julius, look at all of this. We’ll be eating sausage every meal for a
whole week.

If you hadn’t quitted your job, maybe we’d 4)

Huh?
Meat is good for 5)
Part 2
He said you 1) him 2) ?

Yeah, and I mean, like, Raymond believed it. A hundred kids saw

me getting 3) home. And now, everyone’s afraid of

me. Caruso’s already beaten the heck out of me every day, and I

can’t even try to 4) myself without getting sent to

detention. You know, I can’t take this.

Well, why don’t you just punch him 5)
? You did do it before.

I didn’t just walk up there and “pow”, pﬁnch him in the face. I had
ao6) getting

beaten down, chased home and sent to detention.

® After Watching
I. Use the language points in both Scene I & Scene II to fill in the blanks

below.

1. She gave him a in the face when she knew he had lied to her.

2. Of his age, the child is above the norm in
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3. It’s strangely painful and to see grown up men dressed up in
boyish clothing!

4. No one has the right to hurt you or to you.

S. If I need help, I promise [l loudly.

6. Jason will be in after school for the 3rd day. I wonder what his
parents feel about it.

7. Breaking a brick with one hand is as easy as cake for me. I'm a black-belt
in

8. The company actively supports the community and encourages associate
volunteerism through a of organizations.

9. If you're happy and you know it, your feet!

10. When boxing, do not expect to have the first a knock-out.

I1. Match the food names on the left with their corresponding photos on

the right.

=N

sausage links

IA
spam ﬁ
I~ -

Vienna sausage

beef jerky &

Kung-pao ‘
N\

spaghetti



Unit 1 Childhood

III. Check your understanding of the content by answering the questions
from the previous section.
1. With regard to the bully at school,
» What causes Chris’ detention?
» What type of plan does Chris have to get his revenge?
2. How does Julius help Tonya with the sausage problem?

3. Why does Rochelle insist that Tonya eat the sausage? What does she fear?

IV. Pay attention to the words in italics in the following parts. Consider

the following questions.

Chris:  After being beaten down and set up by Caruso, detention
was about the safest place I could be, as long 1 followed
the rules.

Teacher: The rules are clearly posted. 1 suggest you read them. The

=P rules were simple: If you talk, ten minutes of detention. If
you eat, ten minutes of detention. If you sleep, ten minutes
of detention. If you did anything in detention other than
sit down and shut up, ten minutes of detention.

Chris:  Since I was the new guy in detention, everybody tried to
get me in more trouble.

» Why does Chris think detention is the safest place he could be at?
» What trouble does detention bring to Chris?

<> Did you have similar kinds of experiences at school as a kid?

11



