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Zhou Long born on July 8, 1953 in Beijing. Zhou Long enrolled in the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing in 1977.
Following graduation in 1983, he was appointed composer-in-residence with the China Broadcasting Symphony. He travelled
to the United States in 1985 under a fellowship to attend Columbia University, where he studied with Chou Wen-Chung,
Davidovsky and Edwards, receiving a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 1993. Dr. Zhou is currently Distinguished Professor of

Music at the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and Dance.

Zhou Long is internationally recognized for creating a unique body of music that brings together the aesthetic concepts and
musical elements of East and West. Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for his first opera, Madame White Snake, Dr. Zhou also
received the American Academy of Arts and Letters Award, the 2012-2013 Elise Stoeger Prize from Lincoln Center Chamber
Music Society. He has been two-time recipient of commissions from the Koussevitzky, From Music Foundations, Meet the
Composer, Chamber Music America, and the New York State Council on the Arts. He has received fellowships from the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundations, and the New York Foundation for the Arts. In

2015, Zhou Long and Chen Yi both were nominated the 58" Grammy Award.

Recently, he has completed T¥ingtao Overture, which awarded China National Arts Fund; Beijing Rhyme - A Symphonic Suite,
commissioned by the Beijing Symphony Orchestra, a quartet co-commissioned by the Wigmore Hall and Lincoln Center, and his
first piano concerto Postures co-commissioned by the BBC Proms and Singapore Symphony. In 2013, Zhou Long has composed
a whole evening symphonic epic 'Nine Odes' on poems by Qu Yaun for four solo vocalists and orchestra, commissioned by
the Beijing Music Festival. Zhou’s music of all genres has been widely performed and recorded, and published by the Oxford

University Press and the Shanghai Music Publishing House.
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"Taiping Drum" was originally composed for violin and piano in 1983. Adapted for erhu and cello in 2005. It was adapted for
the erhu and string quintet in 2016, and premiered by the Berlin Philharmonic String Quintet with Xu Ke, as well as the erhu and

pipa version was premiered by the Music From China Ensemble at Phillips Collection in Washington, D.C.

Taiping Drum (also dan gu or taiping gu) is a percussion instrument that originated in Northeastern China in the Tang dynasty.
Made from a single membrane in a round fan shape, the drum is held in the left hand with iron rings linked under the handle,
while the right hand beats it with a piece of rattan. Originally used by shamans in hunting and sacrificial rites, "Taiping Gu"
became the name of a popular form of song and dance among the Han people, as well as the Mongolian and Man ethnic groups
today. While playing the drum, the performer dances in rhythmic patterns. I have drawn on pentatomc folk tune material found

m "Er Ren Tai, a kind of duo staging and dancing form popularized m Northeastern China. The music is in a rondo form.

The piece opens with a strong introductions, imitating the drum beating in a free tempo, the erhu imitates rhythmic drumbeats
with strong pizzicato chords. The first episode is formed by a lyrical melody flowing on the top of cello's harmonic glissando
arpeggios. The second episode combines the two themes together on the erhu and the pipa. While the first theme returns, the

erhu plays intensive drum beats and eventually the music reaches a concluding climax.
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