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Abstract

The relationship between Vietnam and ASEAN has gone through sever-
al stages, ranging from hostile confrontation to perceived familyship. Why
has Vietnamese foreign policy toward ASEAN changed so dramatically? This
dissertation examines the main factors that shaped the Vietnamese national
interests over time, in order to find out the logic of the evolution of Vietnam-
ese foreign policies toward ASEAN.

In the Cold War era, Vietnam had to use ideology as a tool to pursue
its national security interests within the Socialist camp, whereas some
ASEAN countries provided military support to the United States during Viet-
nam war to obtain American protection. The detente between Vietnam and
ASEAN in 1970s proved that the decisive factor in Vietnamese foreign poli-
cy was national interests, as opposed to ideology. As the Cold War ended,
Vietnam adjusted its strategic thinking to maintain the stability of the re-
gime, and return to-the region and being an ASEAN member became its
best choice. After beginning of the new century, Vietnam gave economic
development the first priority, and managed to fulfill a variety of economic
commitments to ASEAN as well as to join APEC and WTO to further in-
tegrate into the world economy. Starting from 2008, Vietnamese leaders felt
higher threat perception as they witnessed the rise of China. To enhance its
own influential power, the Vietnamese government turned to emphasize the
strategic importance of ASEAN and began to perceive itself as a “Southeast
Asia country” and “ ASEAN member” | putting forward the “ positive, ac-
tive and responsible” policy toward ASEAN.
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It is the changing national interests over time, as a result of the inter-
play of different factors, that shaped the evolution of Vietnamese diplomatic
policy and practice toward ASEAN. As the Vietnamese national interests
keep converging with the interests of the Southeast Asian region, Vietnam
will further strengthen its role and involvement in ASEAN, particularly in

political and security matters.

Key Words: Vietnam; Foreign Policy; ASEAN; National Interests
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