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gl 5 Preface

The gold possesses natural gorgeous color
and glaring luster when the silver is beloved
for its spotlessly white tincture, both of
which are the born nobles in metals. Utensils
forged in gold or silver ideally combine the
work of nature and human intelligence, and
has the brilliant color and perdurable high-
class quality. The noble gold and
silver articles not only embellish
our life, but also impact the way we
think. Furthermore they are also
the symbol of social status,
riches and honor.
China has a long history
of gold and silver handicraft.
The aesthetic value is the most
important in the forging of
gold and silver articles, even the

practicability is skillfully remained
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under the cover of the aesthetic value, so
that people can meet the real life when
appreciating the beauty. Now, let’s step into
this magnificent world, learn the colorful
history, and experience the profound gold

and silver culture of China.
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Overview of China’s Gold and Silver
Articles
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Gold and silver are the most valuable metals in ancient times, when
our ancestors started to exploit them since the civilization emerged.
These palatial and flamboyant articles were made of colorful precious

materials and by elaborate skills.
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> Long History of Gold

and Silver Culture

The knowledge and utilization of the
gold and silver has a long history in
China and generated a brilliant culture.
The ancient ancestors applied gold and
silver into many fields like jewellery
industry, monetary production, handicraft
manufacturing and so on since they were
discovered. With the countless exquisite
gold and silver articles forged, a gorgeous
gold and silver culture was created.

Gold and silver are the symbol
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Mixed Silver and Gilding Pot (Warring States Period, 475
B.C.-221B.C))

This oval-shaped pot has a straight tube cover, round bottleneck with
cap, semicircular knob in the center, balanced holding rings, rectangle
shaped bottom with ring foot. The decoration of this pot is exquisite,
skewbald body embellished with gilding on the cap, bottle rim and ring
foot, and the silver white pattern on the main body.
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Gold Bowl (Tang Dynasty, 618-907)
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Gilding Copper Dragon (Five Dynasties,
907-960)

Dragon is one of the auspicious divine beasts in
ancient China. It has snakelike body with fishlike
scales and deerlike horns and hawklike claws. It
has an overwhelming force. In Feudal Times of
China the dragon is the symbol of the emperor.
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of the noble identity in ancient China.
According to the record in the Book of
Han, passed away emperors were buried
in jade suits sewn with gold thread.
Silver thread was used for high-ranking
aristocrats and queens. Copper thread was
used for princesses and so on. The jade
burial suits were made of jade pieces
joined with gold, silver or copper thread.
Gold and silver articles even became the
symbol of social status since the Tang
Dynasty (618-907). For example, only
the highest-rank officials could use gold
dining utensils. The officials of the sixth-
rank and above could use silver dining
utensils. Those under the sixth-rank were
not allowed to use silver ones.

Ancient Chinese adored the gold and
silver to an ultimate level, especially for
the gold. There were many old phrases
relevant to “gold”. For example, Jade
Sayings from a Gold Mouth, describes the
promises couldn’t be broken. As Strong
as Gold describes the firm city walls.
Golden Boy refers to a smart cute boy
and Golden Branch refers to a noble girl.
Lost in Gold and Drunk in Paper means
living a life of luxury and dissipation.
Golden Rules means the principles are not
susceptible to alteration. And there also
are A Thousand Pieces of Gold Can’t Buy
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Gold Jue of Qianlong (Qing Dynasty,
1644-1911)

Jue is a kind of ancient wine cup, which can be
seen more as bronze articles.

a Moment, A Prodigal Who Has Mended
His Ways Is More Precious Than Gold.
The ancients’ adoration of gold and
silver not only due to their rareness, but
also because the wholesomeness for users.
The modern medicine discovered that
the silver ion can effectively destroy the
germs. Using silver articles is good for
health. Ancient Chinese used to test food
with silver needle to see if it’s poisoned.
Because silver can produce chemical
reaction and turn black when met with
a great majority of poisons. Besides,
the ancients also use silver for healing

wound, purifying water and preventing
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decay and so on.

The ancients even considered gold
and silver can help human to live forever.
Many alchemists believed that the
steadies of gold and silver could make
immortal human body by taking them.

So some ancient emperors took elixirs

- PUIE

Handle

Jeweled Gold Pot with Carved Dragon (Ming Dynasty, 1368-1644)

Collected bottleneck, drum abdomen, ring foot, the cap was connected to the handle with chain. Banana-
leaf, grass, cloud and lotus-petal patterns carved on the cap bottleneck and near bottom; two four-claws
dragons separately carved on the both flame shaped abdomen flanks. 27 rubies and sapphires are inlaid

on the cap, chain, and handle.
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attempted to get immortality. Of course
the so called golden elixirs were not
made of gold. In fact they are white or
yellow pills burned from different ratios
of mercury, lead, copper, iron, etc.
Beyond that, people are fond of
gold and silver articles also because of
their bright and dazzling gloss, precious

materials and the fine craft.
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Gold and Silver Exploitation in Ancient Times

In the historical records of the Tang Dynasty (618-907), the ancient Chinese searched for gold
and silver mines through surveying the vegetative cover. The silver mines usually exist in the
mountains where wild green shallots grow; the gold mines can be found in the mountains where
Common Hollies grow. The modern sciences researched that the metallic elements in the soil
can affect the growing of plants. In the historical records of the Song Dynasty (960-1279), in
exploitation finding Fenzi stone, which is burned black on one side, means there would be a gold
mine underneath; finding piles of little rocks in light brown, there might be silver mine below.

The ancients’ methods of gold and silver mines exploiting can be mainly divided into
elutriation method and underground mining method. The elutriation method was used to pick up
gulch-gold; the underground mining method was used in the exploiting of mountain gold and

silver mines.
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Pictures of Ancients’ Smelting of Gold
and Silver from Exploitation of the Works
of Nature

Exploitation of the Works of Nature was
written by Song Yingxing, a famous scientist
in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). It was
a comprehensive science and technology
work, embodied technologies like machinery,
ceramics, paper, weaponry, powder, spinning,
coal mining, and oil manufacture and so on,
including casting processes of metals.
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> Characteristics of the

Gold and Silver Articles
in Different Dynasties

The history of China’s gold and silver
culture is long and glorious. Gold articles
emerged about three thousand years ago,
in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties. Silver
articles were put in use in the Spring
and Autumn and Warring States Period
(770B.C.-221 B.C.). Gradually, the gold
and silver articles not only represented
the wealth, but also be the symbol of
social status and wealth levels, and were
favored by the imperial families and

nobilities.

Gold and Silver Articles of the Shang
and Zhou Dynasties

The gold articles in China emerged
earlier than the silver articles. According
to excavations, China began to make

gold articles during the Shang Dynasty
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Gold Hairpin (Shang Dynasty, 1600 B.C.-1046 B.C.)

Ji'is a kind of the hairpin in ancient times. Early in the Neolithic
Period, the Chinese women started to use hairpins made of
bones. In ancient China, women wearing Ji indicated they grew
up, an adult woman's coming-of-age ceremony was known as
Ji Ceremony. The two sides of this Gold Ji are different, one is
smooth and the other is backbone-raised. The truncation face
is pure triangle, broad head, gradually narrows down to the
end, easy to wear. There is a 0.4 centimeters long tenon shape
structure on its end, might be designed for other inlays.

(1600 B.C.-1046 B.C.). The distribution
range covered the Ancient Central Plain
Area where the Shang and Zhou Culture
generated, and the northern, northwestern
and southwestern areas of the Shang
and Zhou Dynasties where the minority
nationalities lived. The gold articles in
this period were simple in craft, shaped

tiny and had few patterns, mostly were

z1k:p) - Tl adornment.

Gold Arm Bracelet (Shang Dynasty, 1600 . .

B.C-1046 B.C.) The gold articles in the Shang
Arm bracelets were usually worn by ancient Dynasty were mostly made of gold foil,

women, showing the charm of their chubby

upper arms.

gold leaf and gold plaque, and were
mainly used to decorate articles. The

most important gold articles in this
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period were the ones excavated from

the Sanxingdui in Guanghan, Sichuan

N R=24EH ) —Heds, & Province, not only because the numerous
W ERZ, mARHNE ., %4 number, but also for their peculiar shapes.
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Sanxingdui Gold Articles

The Sanxingdui site locates in Nanxing Town, Guanghan,
Sichuan Province, the excavation started in 1980. The
Sanxingdui Civilization is a delegate of the China’s early .
civilization in the Yangtze River basin (the Shu Culture), as well o BEE (mrun 2xer)

as the known “The Origin of Civilization in the Yangtze River”. SEHESFRARRES
The unearthed cultural relics from Sanxingdui include &, BaGeRBERMR,
large sacrificial vessels, weapons and vast of bronze statue of BER%E, BBOEL, W
FEHELROAEE.

human, which were common in the Central Plains Area. Again,
these gold articles are exquisite beyond compare not only for

: : i set = This gold mask is mould
t d rel )

1.s craftsmanshlp, but als9 p.ossess hlgh political and religious probsahof pure‘gald.Auith
significances. The most significant articles are gold mask, gold hollowed eyes and brows and

arm bracelet, gold hairpin and gold truncheon. Therefore, it is bulged nose, attached to the
face of the bronze statues.

Gold Mask

pretty sure that people started using gold articles as ornament
since then.



