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Unit W8 School

The Many Costs of Campus Carry
Minkah Makalani

When I was growing up, in Kansas City, Missouri, none of my friends or relatives
had gone to college. Almost everyone found work in the city’s ever-growing service
industry, learned a trade, or joined the army. College seemed like a great idea, though I
knew little about how to get there as I did how to fly an airplane. I got all my knowledge
about college life from the TV series “A Different World.” From the life of the math
whiz Dwayne Wayne and the Southern belle Whitley Gilbert at Hillman College I
realized that, under whatever circumstances, college offered two things: a place where
you could debate ideas, and a place with no guns.

This was hardly inconsequential. When I was twelve, a boy who played in the same
basketball league as me was shot in the head, the first of many people I knew who would
fall prey to gun violence. By the time I turned fifteen, weekend parties and Friday nights
at the skating rink regularly ended with gunfire. At seventeen, as I was about to
graduate from middle school, a kid pulled a gun on me for going out with his ex-
girlfriend. For most freshmen, college represents the beginning of adulthood,
burgeoning independence, some initial tentative steps in pursuit of one’s American
dream. For me, however, it also meant a shelter from danger. 1 followed my heart’s
desire, engaging in student activism, writing poetry and playing guitar. I took a break
from school to start my own family before returning to get my B. A. in history. It was
after that I started thinking about graduate school. Back in Kansas City, my brother was
coping with an environment in which one presumed that everyone on the street had a gun
and was ready to use it. I was twenty-three when he was shot to death, at the age of
eighteen.

After earning my Ph.D., I now hold a faculty position at the University of Texas at
Austin. Fate can sometimes be unexpectedly ironic. Last June, Texas Governor Greg
Abbott signed into law Senate Bill 11. Going into effect in August, the law allows
anyone to carry a handgun to or bring a handgun onto campus or into the classroom, as
long as he or she has a license. Public university must comply with the law, while colleges
and private universities can ban guns on their campuses. What adds insult to injury is
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that the law went into effect on the fiftieth anniversary of the UT Tower massacre, in
which a heavily armed sniper took position in the campus’s clock tower and killed
fourteen people walking on campus, injuring dozens more.

After the law took effect, a rcport about the first week of classes revealed that
students start bringing guns to class. A photographer was even shown a holstered 45 in a
library on campus. In mid-September, faculty members from different buildings
reported having found bullet casings on departmental bulletin boards. One was left with
a note that read, “In the land of the pigs, the butcher is king. OINK ... OINK ... OINK.”
Another was accompanied by a note that asked, “Triggered?”

The law’s effect can be felt in another way. too. During the first week of classes
this semester, Karla F. C. Holloway, who holds appointments in the Duke University
School of Law and the University’s Department of English, withdrew her acceptance of
an invitation to speak at UT’s Institute for Literary and Textual Studies. Earlier in June,
Harry Edwards. a distinguished sociologist at the University of California, Berkeley,
announced that he was rescinding all association with UT. Professor Edwards was one of
the organizers of the 1968 Olympic protests, in whose name UT established in 2014 a
lecture forum, the “Dr. Harry Edwards Lecture on Sport and American Culture.” These
were only two examples of teachers’ refusals to come speak at UT. Some choose not to
take positions at UT.

As the coordinator of the Diaspora Talk lecture series, | now must confront a new
reality. My task is to bring scholars of black studies across the country to UT. The first
scheduled Diaspora Talk speaker for this year was Ruha Benjamin, a faculty member in
African-American studies at Princeton University, who specializes in science, medicine.
and technology, among other things. Dr. Benjamin penned an insightful letter
informing us of her decision not to speak at UT. The letter captures what is disconcerting
about campus carry, gun violence. and UT’s failure to address this ongoing public-health
crisis in a meaningful way. She mentioned her sister-in-law, who was murdered in a mass
shooting at her workplace, in Kansas, and her recent dismay at a lockdown at UCLA,
where she used to work, after a gunman killed his professor and then himself. She also
informed us that, in June, just hours after delivering a lecture at the Colorado
Convention Center, she found herself in a building lockdown again. as a gunman entered
a nearby office building and committed another murder-suicide. “These tragedies make
me extremely concerned about the safety of not only myself, but other faculty, staff,
and students,” Benjamin wrote.

Supporters of campus carry emphasize the right of citizens to defend themselves and
how this could help avert another mass shooting on campuses. They hypothesize that a
scared, poorly trained student or faculty member could navigate a hail of bullets to
retaliate against a shooter. For many faculty members, gun violence is less of an
abstraction. These realities are part of why we engage onc another intellectually.
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Ultimately, some of us hope to have a positive impact on gun laws, to alter society’s
understandings of policing, and to examine the underpinnings of tragedies seen in
Ferguson, Charleston, and Orlando.

Faculty members have generally opposed campus carry because they suspect that
allowing guns in the classroom will hinder our ability to teach about controversial
subjects such as state surveillance, sexuality, race and racism, and radical social
movements. Many of us entered the profession without knowing that we would have to
consider whether a student who is upset about his grade, uncomfortable with a lecture on
black queer sexuality, or disagrees with our placing slavery and white supremacy at the
center of American history might have a gun holstered on his waist. We chose our
profession believing that, while we might encounter resistance to new idecas, we could
safely push our students to think more deeply about their inherited beliefs and
assumptions. Campus carry undermines this kind of critical debate. I can’t help but think
that this is what the creators of campus carry wanted. Still, the quest for the freedom to
learn must continue.

(Adapted from The New Yorker, Oct. 15, 2016)

I . Background Information
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Minkah Makalani is an assistant professor in the Department of African and African
Diaspora Studies at the University of Texas. He is also an assistant professor of African
American and African Diaspora History in the Department of History, Rutgers
University. Professor Makalani's areas of research include African Diaspora, intellectual
history, theory. social movements, race and racial formation.

Minkah Makalani received his Ph.D. of history in 2004 at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. He is the author of the book In the Cause of Freedom : Radical
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Black Internationalism from Harlem to London, 1917—1939 (2011), and co-editor of
Escape from New York! The New Negro Movement Reconsidered (2013). For more
information, please visit his personal website on https://liberalarts. utexas. edu/aads/
faculty/mm64278.

WEES

2010 4Lk, R EH SWR IR RS @E AR, RHe G FHE O EmE. £
B B AR S S A AR W B Ja — AR RAR R A HEAT AR 28 1, R B 240 S B B i A0
FEA R X E M R KT R A . RS2, £ A LE B EN
AE B AR S Se & BIC NP A LBV AT R S B R, JF X T A W 46 SE T R
A AR ATHATH A 5 R B 5 FEM MM 2= £ 25 77 a4 57 .
WA o 3 B R VA A J i 4 e R ) 230 4% A% A BRI H Al TR A 6L, DA X A AR
W SR A .

I T2 5 78 5] 56 [E] 2k A5 LA KR S P2 i s B RO o 36 1R e K 1 3 TR A R I A o i
5B, BT oM BB IC AR SR R I A SOBR , Bk = AR dE. B BT AR A
WAL B S22 /0 SR A A E AR SRR . o3 Ab XS24 L5 B 7 BUR ML 48 5
LAY J2 T G0 Z IR IE A 4o X 20 7, AR P RE 1 I 51 4% &7 BR R S 4

2016 4 Ji5 , [ B J K2 I 76 K2 (Quinnipiac University) 2 4 i B S E 4 B~ , EHE
AR fiil ] T X W A A T S A TS A SEBURT i o S S EOR RS . S IRIET, 36 EF
LM AR B TR A T RVt SO AR L4, % 2017 £ 5 AL EEHC A
TN S VARl F A, 8 v % U K2 BT T T R A B N S 5 3 e

HE X B

1. Campus Carry to Begin Monday, Aug. 1, University of Texas, Austin
(https://campuscarry. utexas. edu/campus-carry-update)

2. If You Want to Carry a Gun on Campus, These States Say Yes
(https:// www. washingtonpost. com/news/ grade-point/wp/2016/01/27/if-you-want-
to-carry-a-gun-on-campus-these-states-say-yes/? utm_term = . ead52f6358b4)

3. 10 States Allow Guns on College Campuses and 16 More Are Considering It
( http://www. businessinsider. com/states-that-allow-guns-on-college-campuses-
2017-4)

4. List of School Shootings in the United States )
(https: //en. wikipedia. org/wiki/List_of_school_shootings_in_the_United_States
#2010s)

5. Status of Campus Carry in all States of US
(https://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Campus_carry_in_the United_States)
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II. Proper Names

A Dif ferent World . A Different World is an American situation comedy that aired
for six seasons on NBC from September 24, 1987 to July 9, 1993. The series originally
centered on Denise Huxtable (Lisa Bonet) and the life of students at Hillman College, a
fictional historically Black college in Virginia. After Bonet’s departure in the first
scason. the remainder of the series primarily focused more on Southern belle Whitley
Gilbert (Jasmine Guy) and math whiz Dwayne Wayne (Kadeem Hardison).

The American Dream: The American Dream is a national ethos of the United States,
the set of ideals (democracy, rights. liberty, opportunity and equality) in which
freedom includes the opportunity for prosperity and success, as well as an upward social
mobility for the family and children, achieved through hard work in a society with few
barriers. In the definition of the American Dream by James Truslow Adams in 1931,
“life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each
according to ability or achicvement.” regardless of social class or circumstances of birth.
It is rooted in the Declaration of Independence. which proclaims that “all men are
created equal” with the right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

The University of Texas at Austin: {2 55 g% i )N K22 B 7T 404&  The University of
Texas at Austin (UT Austin. UT, or Texas) is a public research university and the
flagship institution of the University of Texas System. Founded in 1881 as *The
University of Texas,” UT Austin now has the nation’s eighth-largest single-campus
enrollment, with over 50, 000 undergraduate and graduate students and over 24, 000
faculty and staff. Among university faculty are recipients of the Nobel Prize, Pulitzer
Prize, the Emmy Award, the Turing Award, and the National Medal of Science, as well
as many other awards.

Senate Bill 11. Scnate Bill 11, also known as “campus carry,” permits handgun
license holders to carry their weapons onto the campus and into the general buildings of
public universities and colleges in Texas. Passcd by the 84th Texas Legislature and signed
into law by Gov. Greg Abbott. Senate Bill 11 took effect on Aug. 1, 2016.

The UT Tower massacre: On August 1, 1966, Charles Whitman, a former Marine
sharpshooter who was admitted to UT Austin on a scholarship in 1961, took rifles and
other weapons to the observation deck atop the Main Building tower at The University of
Texas at Austin, then opened fire on persons indiscriminately on the surrounding campus
and streets. Over the next 96 minutes he shot and killed fifteen people including one
unborn child and injured thirty-one others; another victim died in hospital and the final
victim died from the lingering effects of his wounds in 2001, and his death was ruled a
homicide. The incident ended when police reached Whitman and shot him. Before going
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to the campus Whitman had killed his mother and wife. It has been suggested that his
violent impulses, with which he had been struggling for years, were due to a small tumor
found in his brain on autopsy.

Duke University: #b 75 K%  Duke University is an American private research
university located in Durham, North Carolina. Founded in 1838, the school moved to
Durham in 1892. According to a Forbes study, Duke is ranked 11th among universities
that have produced billionaires. '

The Univérsity of California, Berkeley: /il K 2410 576 )43 # The University of
California, Berkeley (also referred to as UC Berkeley, Berkeley, and Cal), is a public
research university located in Berkeley, California. Founded in 1868, Berkeley is the
oldest of the ten research universities affiliated with the University of California system
and is ranked as one of the world’s leading rescarch universities and the top public
university in the United States. Berkeley faculty, alumni, and researchers include 91
Nobel laureates (including 33 alumni). They have also won 9 Wolf Prizes, 13 Fields
Medals, 23 Turing Awards, 45 MacArthur Fellowships,20 Academy Awards, 14 Pulitzer
Prizes and 117 Olympic gold medals (51 silver and 39 bronze).

1968 Olympic protests: On the morning of 16 October 1968, US athlete Tommie
Smith won the 200 meter race with a world-record time of 19. 83 seconds, and John
Carlos won third place with a time of 20.10 seconds. After the race was completed, the
two US athletes received their medals shoeless, but wearing black socks, to represent
black poverty. As the American national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” begins
to play, the two black Americans raised their fists in the black power salute. It is a
symbol of resistance and defiance.

Princeton University: % AR K2 Founded in 1746, Princeton University is a
private Ivy League research university in Princeton, New Jersey, United States. Two US
Presidents, 12 US Supreme Court Justices (three of whom currently serve on the court)
and numerous living billionaires and foreign heads of state are all counted among
Princeton’s alumni body.

The Ferguson unrest: On August 9, 2014, in Ferguson, Missouri, Brown, an 18-year-
old black man, was fatally shot by Darren Wilson, 28, a white Ferguson police officer,
after Brown reportedly robbed a convenience store. The shooting sparked unrest in
Ferguson. The “hands up” account was widely circulated within the black community
immediately after the shooting and it contributed to the strong protests and outrage
about the killing of the unarmed man. Believing accounts that Brown had his hands up in
surrender when he was shot, protesters chanted, “Hands up, don’t shoot.”

The Charleston church shooting: The Charleston church shooting (also known as the
Charleston church massacre) was a mass shooting that took place at a church in
. 6 L
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downtown Charleston, South Carolina, on the evening of June 17, 2015. During a
prayer service, nine people were killed by gunman Dylann Roof, a 21-year-old white
supremacist. Three other victims survived. The morning after the attack, police arrested
Roof in North Carolina. Roof confessed to committing the shooting in hopes of starting
a race war.

2016 Orlando nightclub shooting: On June 12, 2016, Omar Mateen, a 29-year-old
security guard, killed 49 people and wounded 58 others in a terrorist attack/hate crime
inside Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. He was shot and killed by police
officers after a three-hour standoff.

Queer: fi )L, (Ju35 ) M ¥EZ  Queer is an umbrella term for sexual and gender
minoritics who are not heterosexual. Its original meaning is “strange” or “peculiar.”
Beginning in the late 1980s, queer scholars and activists began to reclaim the word to
establish community and assert an identity distinct from the gay identity. People who
reject traditional gender identities and seck a broader and deliberately ambiguous
alternative to the label LGBT may describe themselves as queer.

[T. Vocabulary

whiz [wiz] n. also whizz (BrE), someone who is very fast, intelligent, or skilled in a
particular activity T, FF.GEA
vi. (+adv./prep.) to move very quickly, making a high continuous sound
Ny e b K 3t ; to do sth. very quickly G 557
inconsequential [ inkonsa'kwen[al] adj. not important or worth considering A 8 %], fif
AT BRI
league [lixg] n. a group of sports teams or clubs which play each other over a period for
a championship ({K & iz 3l BA 19) Bk & <, BE 3§; a collection of people,
countries, or groups that combine for mutual protection or cooperation
I B[] R
prey [prei] n. J§¥); 25 % H#H
vi. (~on sb.’s mind; ~on/upon sb. /sth.) ZZ&.0 3k, [HKEK T8 3k, #K
b3
rink [rigk | n. an enclosed area of ice for skating, ice hockey, or curling &7k, = N
K7 vkERY  skating rink 52yKkg
burgeoning [ 'ba:dzeniy | adj. growing, expanding. or developing rapidly 1 18 K 1 , ¥
i
activism [ 'eektovizom | n. taking direct action to bring about political or social change
W SCGATEN TR A4 BOE B W RIR 11§ —1F
BO s B 15 R
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presume [ pri'zjum | vr. {5 B HEM ; B s AR AR A
vi. WAL
comply [ kem'pla1] vi.(~with sth.) to obey a rule, an order, etc.
sniper [ 'snarpa] n. a person who shoots at sb. from a hidden position ;T
holster [ 'hauvlste | n. a leather case worn on a belt or on a narrow piece of leather under
the arm, used for carrying a small gun A Bz £ (FEFE T sl i B B2
D
rescind | ri'sind | vt. to officially state that a law, contract, decision, etc. is no longer
valid; to take back, cancel J& 5. BUH - il
diaspora [ dai'sespera| n. the Diaspora, the movement of the Jewish people away from
ancient Palestine. to settle in other countries K EL (LKA B
Tty B Ay 07 3 HLAh [ 558 & (92 #%) s the spreading of people
from a national group or culture to other areas (— R L
e NBER)D KEJs
disconcerting [ diskon'sstiy| adj. making you feel slightly confused, embarrassed, or
unscttled 4> A2 . 2 AR 2 ALY
avert [a'vat | ve. Bij Il S (APLZH0) s (~your eyes/gaze. ete. ViR H G5
retaliate [ ri'teeliert | vi. (~ against sb./sth.; ~by doing sth. /with sth.) to do sth.
harmful to sb. because they have harmed you first g5 , f2 i,
21
underpinning [ 'andepinig | n. sth. that serves as a foundation, often used in plural Bl 4
#}; the material and construction (such as a foundation)
used for support of a structure 45K, LY
surveillance [so'vell(a)ns| n. (~of) when the police, army, etc. watch a person or
place carefully because they may be connected with
criminal activities i] 44, i #.; when one country watches
the military activities of another country to see what they
are planning to do With , %<
sexuality [ sek[uv'eelst1 | n. the things people do, think, and feel that are related to their
sexual desires PEAE, LA PETT A
supremacy [ s(j)u:'premasi | n. (~over sb./sth.) a position in which you have more
power, authority or status than anyone else £ F, -

e RAUST B AU s white supremacy FIAZE | X
IV. Reading Comprehension

Directions: Answer the following questions,
1. What did college mean to the author when he was a boy?
2. What does “This was hardly inconsequential” mean?
L 8 .
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Unit 1  School ##

. What examples did the author give to show the prevalence of gun violence in

Kansas City?

What is law Senate Bill 117

Does the law apply to every university in Texas?

In what sense is fate “unexpectedly ironic” according to Paragraph 37
What’s the effect of the law according to the essay?

What kind of new reality is the author faced with?

What justifies campus carry law according to its supporters?

10. What’s the general attitude of faculty members of UT towards campus carry?

Why?

V . Vocabulary Exercises

Directions: Fill in the following blanks with the words given below. Change the forms where

necessary.
activism burgeoning comply diaspora surveillance
inconsequential league prey whiz presume
sexuality retaliate rescind disconcerting avert

1. Manufactures are keen to cash in on the demand.

2. Voting is in its simplest form.

3. She down the road on her motorbike.

4. United were champions last season.

5. The suspects were under close day and night.

6. Elderly people are easy for dishonest salesmen.

7. Don’t waste your time on those _details.

8. Victorian women were rarely allowed to express their

9. The manager finally took Jennifer’s advice and the original plan.

10. Derived from the Greek verb “scatter”, has come to refer particularly
to historical mass dispersions of an involuntary nature, such as the expulsion of
Jews from Judea.

11. Jack has a habit of offering jobs to people he met at dinner parties.

12. Failure to with the regulations will result in prosecution.

13. Taylor didn’t say when she’d return. but I that she’ll be back for
dinner.

14. The army began to against the civilian population.

15. Bob his eyes as she undressed.
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VI. Translation

Directions: Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. From the life of the math whiz Dwayne Wayne and the Southern belle Whitley
Gilbert at Hillman College I realized that, under whatever circumstances, college
offered two things: a place where you could debate ideas, and a place with no
guns.

2. What adds insult to injury is that the law went into effect on the fiftieth
anniversary of the UT Tower massacre, in which a heavily armed sniper took
position in the campus’s clock tower and shot fourteen people walking on
campus, injuring dozens more.

3. Dr. Benjamin penned an insightful letter informing us of her decision not to
speak at U.T. The letter captures what is disconcerting about campus carry, gun
violence, and UT’s failure to address this ongoing public-health crisis in a

meaningful way.

4. Ultimately, some of us hope to have a positive impact on gun laws, to alter
society’s understandings of policing, and to examine the underpinnings of
tragedies seen in Ferguson, Charleston, and Orlando.

5. We chose our profession believing that, while we might encounter resistance to
new ideas, we could safely push our students to think more deeply about their
inherited beliefs and assumptions.
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