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Ni hao to all my
readers unv Clhuna/

Thank yow for reading my latest book "Thank Yow For Being
Late”. For those of yow who read The “World Iy Flat”, | know that yow
will enjoy this book asy welll ln some wayy U i a contunuation of the
argument | begaw n The World [y Flart abowt the implicationy of the
accelerotionsy v technology and globalization and some woys U by o
whole new departure in how to- think abowt the world today and the
best ways to- hoive as a student; o teacher, o worker, a community or o
counitry. '

MThank You For Being Late "has tharee big Hhemes that | believe will
be very relevant to- Chhinese readery. The first question s what are the
biggest forees shaping more tHhings in more places in more wayy ow more
days: | have been a colwmnist for the "New York Times for over 20 years
and | o adwoyy corrying arovnd un my heads oo working hypotihesis for
how | Hhink the big geary and pulleys of He worlds work to- shape events:
I amv alwayy updating my view of this ay | learn more things, becavse
| dowt believe yow can be an effective commentator unlesy yow have
a basic working hypotiresis of how the biggest global forces untferact to-
shape and reshhape our world.



0007 it iR 5

My argument; as yow will see, s that what b shaping more tings
n move places v more waysy on more days un the world today s the
fact that Hhe Hawree most powerful forees on the planet; wiicd | call
"Hie market; Mother Noture and Moore's Law’, are all n simudtoneouns
exponential accelevation. The market for me iy digual globalization.
Mother Natwre s climate change, biodinversity lossy and population
growtiv. Ande Moore’s Law, named after Govdon Moore, Hire co—founder
of Intel, says Hrat the speed and power of wmicroprocessorvs will double
every 24 monthy I+ s now closer to- 30 monthg, but that law has held
up- since Govdow Moore first posifed: U b 1965, and U by Hhe dever of
all techunological change.

The Haree of Hhese accelerations ave all inferacting with one anctrer
- move techunology acceleration drivesy more globalization acceleration
and botiv derive more climate change, and. solutions to- climate change.

And that leads to- tHhe second big question the book tries to- answer:
how are threse accelerationsy not just changing but fundamentally
reshaping the workplace, polifics, geopolitics, ethicsy and communities.
We need tnneovation in all flve areay to deal with the age of
aceelerotions, and | provide sggestions for how to- retiink all five.
Government; politics and the workplace will all hoave to- adapt to- His
age of accelevations.

The last theme o that - paradoxically - the faster the world gety
and Hie more that these thaee big accelerotiony reshape odl aspects of
ouyr lines - the more important F b for wndinvidualy to- slow down,
themselves bn strong famidies and healthy communities, like tihe one |
grew up v the Muwnesotor back v He 19505, 1960y and 1970y The
faster the world gefsy the more umportant become all those thingy that
yow canlt downlond, but that yow have to- uplond Hhe old-fashioned
way - good teacher to- student, good parenty to- child, good bureauncrat to-
citizen, good ethical leader to- Hheir community.
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That W wivy my favorife quote U Hie book sy from my friend and
teacher Doy Seldwman, CEO of LRN, wiich adyises global businesses
ow etivies and leadersihip, who sayy. “When yow presy the pounse
button on a machine, Ut stops: But when yow presy the pauwse button
on hmain beingy they start: Yo stoat to- reflect, yow stont to- rethink
your assmptions, Yo stoat to- reimagine what Uy possible and, most
wnportontly, yow stort to- reconnect witihv your most deeply held beliefs:
Once yowve done that, yow can begin to- reimagine a- better pativ.”’

Pauwsing for a moment every so- offen iy very Lmportant for o conntry
like China, wirich iy now growing so- fast in the 2143 centry — not so-
U will fall behind, but so- that U can make suwe U keeps building ity
progress on o solid foundation.

So- | hope, dear reader, that this book will encowrage yow to- pause
and reflect - to- better wnderstond the big accelevoations now reshaping
our world and how every nationw and every cifizen - v Ao, America,
Ewrope, Africa or Lotin America - can get e most owt of Hhew to- Hhrive
and to- cvshion all Hheir downsides. Enjoy!

Washington, D.C.
Mawrch 25, 2017
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