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ABSTRACT

The White Yi is one of the many branches of the Yi nationality in Yunnan
province and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. The present study chooses the
- White Yi as the object of research for the following reasons: Firstly, the problems
in inheriting their traditional customs are shared by many disadvantageous ethnic
groups. Secondly, it expects to provide more detailed data for further studies of this
group through an ethnographic study of the traditional festivals in a White Yi vil-
lage on the basis of “ideal pattern of folklore ethnography”. Thirdly, through as-
sisting the White Yi villagers in the work of tradition promotion, the present author
expects more folklore studies to be carried out in the field, focusing on the needed
and combing the academic research with the exploration of solutions to the prob-
lems in the real life of the people under study in order that better understandings of
the White Yi are gained and more attentions are paid to the livelihood of the disad-
vantageous ethnic groups and the protection of their cultural heritages.

The purpose of this study is to reconsider the previous researches by inspect-
ing the reconstruction and the basis and driving forces of traditional festivals of the
disadvantageous ethnic group in remote mountainous areas, or in other words, to
perceive the reasons of inventing and inheriting traditions from the native point of
view. The author tries to understand the traditional ethnic festivals in the entire so-
cial life and cultural context such as historical experiences, physical and social en-
vironments, mode of production and so on. Based on direct participatory observa-
tion and the thorough understanding of the native life histories, the author provides
a detailed description of folklores in a White Yi village.

According to the fieldwork of folklore and nowadays theories and methods of
related subjects of anthropology, ethnology and sociology, and the experience in
assis?ing the local people to inherit their traditions, the author developed the aca-
demic dialogue and drawed the following conclusions:

Firstly, tradition could be invented. Traditional festivals of the ethnic groups
play an important role in tradition inheritance. They typically exhibit the traditional
ethnic heritages and embody abundant historical and cultural meanings. The vitality

11
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of tradition comes from the continuous adjustment and adaptation according to the
changes in time and space. The so-called“prototype” or “original™ is a kind of ex-
aggeration and it is misleading.

Secondly, the operation of traditional festivals of an ethnic group manifests not
only the normative functions of folklore, but also the social structure, the relations
among villagers, the shift of social roles of an individual, and the process of pro-
motion in his/her social status. i

Thirdly, there are many reasons for the traditional ethnic festivals to be inher-
ited. When the previous basis and driving forces of traditional festivals become
weaker and weaker under the new historical settings, the new impetus emerges and
plays a part in sustaining traditional festivals. The social and spiritual needs of hu-
man being decide existence, inheritance and adjustment of traditional ethnic festi-
vals. This is where the vitality of traditional festivals exists. Therefore, it is insuffi-
cient to judge whether an ethnic tradition is pith or dross simply based on the “ma-
terialistic” or“idealistic”standards. The protection of intangible cultural heritages
needs to pay more attentions to the living conditions of cultural carriers and to re-
spect their own choices.

In addition, the author persists that scholars take the native’s views to perceive
the local traditions and give sufficient space and opportunity of expression for a
local interpretation. This kind of folklore ethnography specifies the awner, the us-
ers and specific time and space. The questions discussed here have certain referring
values to explore the inheritance of tradition of other disadvantageous ethnic
groups for academics, to understand the traditions of the disadvantageous ethnic
groups and to protect popular traditions in policy-making as well as to build the
“new socialist countryside”for the present government.

[ Key words ] Tiger Village; the White Yi;Traditional Festival; Invention of
Tradition;Inheritance of Tradition;the Vitality of Traditional;Folklore Ethnography
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