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Abstract

The Blue Book on Social Institutional Reform is jointly prepared by the
Research Center of Social Governance at the Chinese Academy of Governance and
China Academy of Social Management at Beijing Normal University. The book
includes general report and fire specific parts, i e., institutions of social
governance, basic public service provision, institutions of modern social
organizations, and public safety and crisis management. The book gives an
excellent overview of progress made in social institutional reform in 2017, together
with some predictions and policy recommendations for 2018.

Year 2017 has witnessed continuous progress in the reform of the social
system, people’s livelihood security level and social governance innovation, stable
overall social situation, increase in social vitality, and major breakthroughs in
different aspects of social reform, stepping forwards towards building a safer and
more equitable society at a higher level. First, new achievements have been made
continuously in the people’s livelihood reform: active promotion of high-quality
employment and improvement of employment service levels; continuous progress
in education fairness and education reform deepening; improvement of the social
security system and efficacy in system building, quality improvement and aspect
expansion; stable progress in building a healthy China and enhancing public health
and medical service capabilities; good performance in poverty alleviation and
continuous decrease in the number of poor people. Second, the social governance
system has been improved by promoting the improvement of community
governance and the ability of governance at the grass-roots level and further
proceeding rule of law management and standard development of social
organizations. Third, the safety risk control and emergency response capabilities
have been further enhanced. Social conflicts have been relieved, but cyber-security

incidents still occurred frequently. Efforts have been made to strengthen source
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control and promote integrated disaster prevention, mitigation and relief system
reform, promote production safety reform and reinforce the responsibility for safety
in production.

In spite of fully affirming the achievements, we should also clearly see that the
task of social system reform still has a long way to go. First, the income gap
between different groups is still large. Second, the population structure is
irrational, and the phenomenon of aging and low birth rate is prominent. Third,
there are still many shortcomings in improving people’s livelihood. There is still a
long way to go to meet the needs of the people for a better life. Fourth, grass-
roots governance faces many problems and difficulties. “The last mile” problem in
policy execution is prominent, and many new problems emerged. The various
relations in grassroots governance have not been rationalized yet.

At present, the major social contradiction in China is the contradiction
between the ever-growing need of the people for a better life and the imbalanced
and insufficient development. The change of the major contradiction is the historic
change influencing the overall situation. Therefore, we must constantly deepen the
reform of the social system and provide a sound social foundation and guarantee for
satisfying people’s needs for a better life.

First, improve livelihood security and people’s living standards during the
economic development. Maintaining moderate economic speed and scale is not
only the fundamental requirement for achieving higher quality development, but
also the fundamental guarantee for solving the livelihood issues such as
employment. We must persist in economic development which is the theme of this
era and make great efforts to overcome the shortcomings so as to promote the
balanced development of economy and society, different regions, cities and
countryside, different classes and solve the problem of insufficient and imbalanced
development.

Second, promote livelihood security and improve people’s livelihood in a
scientific way. The continuous improvement of livelihood security and people’s
living standards is the keynote of the society construction of China at present and in
the coming period. However, we must guard against any unrealistic tendencies and

guide. We must adhere to the principle of making the best of our ability but
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considering our ability limits, combining the top-level design and the grassroots
foundation enhancement, and improving both institutions and mechanisms.

Third, deepen the reform and establish a rational social structure. We will
further promote the reform of the income distribution system, encourage diligence
and law-abiding prosperity, expand group size of the middle-income, increase the
income of low-income earners, regulate excessively high incomes and ban illegal
incomes. To adjust and optimize the population structure, first, we must ensure a
rational level of population birth rate and resolve the problem of “ getting old
before getting rich” . Second, we must continuously improve the quality of the
population and transform the huge population resources into human capital so as to
realize the demographic dividend change from superiority of number and age to
quality and ability. In addition, we must continue to stabilize and expand
employment so as to enhance the quality of employment.

Fourth, efforts should be made topromotesocialization, legalization
intelligence and professional level of social governance. As valuable experience of
social governance practices in recent years is obtained from socialization,
legalization, intelligence, professionalization progress which are of great value to
enhancing the level and quality of social governance, in particular to social
governance at the grassroots level, therefore further adherence and innovation are
required. It is necessary to continuously raise the level of social mobilization, speed
up the process of the rule of law, and innovate grass-roots social governance with
information technology.

Through a number of policy analysis, document research and field research,
the reports in this book make a discussion of the progress of urban and rural
household registration system reform, social security and the progress of targeted
poverty relief, public services in the important fields of education, medical
treatment, retirement care and rural migrant workers, reform and development of
different types of social organizations, legalization of social governance, public
security and emergency management with thorough research, detailed information

and clear views, which is highly policy-related, academic and informative.

Keywords: Social system reform; People’s livelihood; Social governance
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