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Abstract

Dilemma of “ Emission Reduction Just in Statistics” in
environmental regulation, means that environmental regulation and
performance, promulgated by government, is becoming better and
better, however, public perception about environmental quality tends
to deteriorate. In a word, there is a huge gap between these
tendencies. The problem can be translated as mismatch relationship
among three key factors, including environmental regulation,
environmental quality and public’s feelings. What’s more, this
mismatch relationship can be divided into two parts: (D Mismatch
relationship between environmental quality and public’s feelings,
which can be defined as public feelings bias about environmental
quality; (2 Mismatch relationship between environmental regulation
and environmental quality which can be defined as environmental
regulation failure of government.

First of all, it is necessary to effectively recognize problems in
these two phases, so that we can identify what the essence about
dilemma of “ Emission Reduction Just in Statistics” 1is, public
feelings bias or government regulation failure. To solve this problem,
we need to describe and define the three key factors, such as public
feelings can be defined as public health, environmental quality can
be defined as ambient air quality, and environmental regulation can
be defined as environmental technology adoption and environmental
tax paying. Take G20 Countries as analysis sample, and respectively
set environmental technology patent diffusion and environmental tax

percentage of total taxes, PM2.5 quality concerntation, and public’s
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mortality of lung cancer as independent variables and dependent
variables. Based on regression model, we can find that, in G20
sample and in the case of China, public health is quite matched
with environmental quality. Therefore, in China, environmental
quality will seriously affect public health. In another word, there is
not public feelings bias about environmental quality in China. But, it
is quite mismatch between environmental regulation and environmental
quality, and it means that there is a phenomenon called environmental
regulation failure. The reason why this phenomenon appears is that,
(DThe effect of Chinese environmental regulation technology will lag
behind, caused by weak innovation capacity; (@ Because of limitied
total scale of environmental tax, it can’t affect effectively; (3)Contribu—
tion of pollution sources from urbanization, industry structure and
energy consumption structure, is so large that exceeds environmental
regulation capacity.

Then, according to insititutional analysis, we deeply dig into
China case study. Focusing on environmental regulation technology,
technology patent diffusion and technology patent invention are
developing in opposite directions, which is contrary to common
sense. This is due to government regulation behavior and strategy,
enterprises ' main role in market and core function in environmental
governance are weakened. Although environmental tax institution can
be more useful in air quality improvement, environmental tax is too
finite to match with GDP total scale and development speed, so as
to limit its effect. Its deep reason lies in interest and cognitive
differences between central and local government. Chinese poor mode
of economic development, including urbanization, industry structure
and energy consumption structure, is mainly caused by fixed assets
investment which is led by government, and it shows the conflict
among different policy objectives of government.

Furthermore, respectively based on “ Strucrure” dimension and

“ Process” dimension, dig into the behavioral logic and causative
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mechanism behind this dilemma, and identify that environmental
regulation failure is drivern by the logic of “ Principal —Agent” and
“Question—Answer” . ‘

Last but not least, according to these discussion and analysis,
we can conclude: (DThe essence of dilemma of “Emission Reduction
Just in Statistics” is environmental regulation failure ; ) Dilemma of
“ Emission Reduction Just in Statistics” is caused by environmental
regulation and mode of economic development @ The deep reason of
dilemma of “ Emission Reduction Just in Statistics” is due to
government behavior; (@) The essential driven mechanism of dilemma
of “ Emission Reduction Just in Statistics” is government logic of
governance. Then, provide some suggestions for dilemma of “Emission

Reduction Just in Statistics” .

Key words: Environmental Regulation; Environmental Quality;

Public Feelings
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