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It is quite rare worldwide that an island is admired with so many reputations as the island of poems,
flowers, gods, thousands of temples, arts, paradise of South China Sea, heaven, magnificence and
so on. And Bali is exactly this type of place which enjoys high reputation as a great vacation resort
and also a must-visit place for all travel enthusiasts and art workers.

As a province of Indonesia, Bali receives a large number of tourists from all over the world
everyday. Bali is charming not only because of its sea island with blue sky and water, shadow of
coconut woods, turquoise water lapping at white sand beach, brilliant sunshine and cool sea wind,
but also due to its unique and diversified cultural landscape integrated with historical figures and
relics and full display of rich religious culture in every aspect of Balinese’s life. All above features
form the unique style of Bali.

To many people, travel is an opportunity to relax, enjoy life and widen horizon and Bali is a
extremely beautiful place for vacation. Some one says that Bali is suitable for emptying your mind
because you feel completed relaxed and happy with blue sky and white cloud above you, sea and
beach visible everywhere and green trees and red flowers all around you. Another says that Bali is a
romantic and beautiful island flooded with weddings and honeymoons due to its cabins for lovers,
skies fully decorated with stars and faint scent of plumeria filling the air. The third says that Bali is
suitable for meditation as the place is full of gods. When you walk through god statues and temples,
mind is purified and no hatred or complain is left but a beautiful and pure land in your heart. The
other says that Bali is a good place for tourists to enjoy the world top hotels, featured delicious
foods and moreover the world-famous SPA making you feel time gradually slows down and
preferably stops at some point. To me, I brought my devout heart on the Bali Journey to worship art
in heaven.

Even a deep breath or one quiet gaze is a collide between Bali’s unique culture and my heart.
Furthermore. the Bali journey was a spiritual practice and experience, I gave up much rest time
with family and traveled alone to Bali under very hot weather. As I walked through streets, alleys,
god temples and ancient ruins, my mind wandered on palace roofs covered with moss and stone
sculpture shrines full of crack and wear. No matter severely damaged or rusty, they all deeply
touched me and purified my soul.

This book is the fifth of “painting while walking in southeast Asian countries” series. Painting
while walking is always my desired living status although it is currently difficult to realize. Most of
paintings in the book were done based on collected and sorted materials after I returned home, only
a small number of paintings were completed onsite. Although having been in Bali twice, I only
visited major scenic spots and developed areas in a vacation way but was unable to further visit
the entire island due to very limited time and accompanied family. Here I would like to specially
thank my wife and daughter for their support and understanding. Within few days, they made many
arrangements of scenic spots 1 would like to see as well as a schedule that makes my time more
flexible. 1 did my best to reach every corner to sketch, took many photos as painting materials and
present richer contents to readers.

Painting while walking is my life goal. Carrying painting tools, I will continue to walk forward.
Keliang Xia

March, 2017
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