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Oernsro Timber Town

With the “Oernsro Timber Town" proposal, C.F. Moeller Archi-
tects and C.F. Moeller Landscape, in cooperation with Slaettoe
Foervaltning, have won the task of designing a visionary resi-
dential quarter in central Oerebro, Sweden. The competition
was held by Oerebro Municipality together with the Swedish
Association of Architects with the aim of creating an extraor-
dinary urban quarter, as a “New impulse in the city".

Oernsro Traestad will be a destination and a vibrant quarter
of Oerebro, with a clear idea of how to enrich the city's social

networks by integrating nature into the urban landscape.
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The residential buildings interact with an urban city park
including a variety of activities and plazas for social meetings
and recreation. The buildings in the district will be cre-

ated with solid timber frame structures, and will contribute
positively to the overall lifecycle perspective of the project.
Timber is a renewable material, with low energy consumption
and a limited carbon footprint.

The new urban quarter comprises several apartment build-
ings of varied heights.

The active route, or thoroughfare, through the area intercon-
nects the existing promenade sections along Svartan creek

with the surrounding quarter. Aengen, a generous public city
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park, gives the area an unexpected meeting between city and
wild nature.

“We wish to create an including urban quarter in which

the city’s urban and social qualities interact with the park’s
organic structures. The proposal illustrates a vision with the
objective to create an exciting place in Oerebro, of unique
value, with innovative architecture,” says Ola Jonsson, the
project architect at C.F. Moeller.

“For us, it is an obvious choice to choose solid wood for struc-
ture as well as facades of wood. In addition to contributing
positively to the environment, wood gives us new opportuni-

ties to create innovative and value-creating architecture.
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The Eyes of Runavik

White Arkitekter's "The Eyes of Runavik” has won the Nordic
Built Cities competition in the category Vertical Challenge.
The Nordic Built Cities Challenge is an open, needs-driven
competition for the development and visualisation of in-
novative solutions for liveable, smart, and sustainable cities.
Inits “Vertical Challenge" on the Faroe Islands, architects and
engineers were enlisted to design a new residential area with
infrastructure, landscape, and housing on a steep, currently

undeveloped and uninhabited hillside.

Making Use of the Existing Site

The proposal is a literal composition of its local context,
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landscape and resources. Basalt rock, natural streams, strong
winds, geothermal heat, sparse vegetation, and sheep wool
are all integral building components that work within the wild
landscape and vernacular architectural concepts.

Traditional buildings on the Faroe Islands sit on stone founda-
tions, to counteract the steep slope while allowing the heavy
rain water to flow from the mountains past the structures. The
Eyes of Runavik employs new construction techniques that in-
corporate minimal foundations that serve a similar purpose to
the traditional foundations, allowing nature to envelope the
houses, but are much less invasive. With almost no blasting or
excavation, the natural contours are preserved and the native
biodiversity is promoted. The circular settlements warp to fit

the wild Faroese landscape, transforming into eye shapes as
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they individually respond both to the unique terrain and the
prevailing wind. Even the contours of the g

reflect the shape of the terrain belo

Shelter from the Wind - Social Microclimates and Urban
Farming

The wind is an omnipresent natural force bombarding the
Faroe Islands from the open ocean, the narrow fjords, and the
steep mountainsides. For that reason, wind analysis has been
integral through the design prc s, resulting in the optin
tion of both the protective hape and the configuration
of settlements which best modulates the often violent wind
conditions.

Where the traditional Faroese life outside of work goes on
inside the houses, sheltered from wind and rough weather,

White's proposal aims to promote both stay in the outdoors

and social gatherings in nature.

“
. "

Living between Settlement and Outfield

The Eyes of Runavik establishes a set of principles

that are adaptable to a variety errains, but a

specifically optimized for the social, climatic, and ¢

culti
By ad

e a new harmony between the wild nature and the man
made interventions in the environment. Each building ring —
or “eye” — can be seen as a settlement in itself, where the out-
field “hagi” envelops each building with raw Faroese nature,
while the infield “baur” protects a cultivated microclimate in
the centre that offers more inhabitable outdoor social spaces

for residents to plant and interact.
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