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Abstract; To further promote the work of open gov-
ernment in China, National Research Centre on The Rule of
Law Index and the project team on The Rule of Law Index of
the Law Institute of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
carried out third-party assessment on the 2017 open govern-
ment work on 54 departments under the State Council, 31
provincial-level governments, 49 larger cities and 100
county-level governments in such fields as openness in deci-
sion-making, openness in management and service, open-
ness in implementation, openness in key areas, explanation
of policies and response to public concerns, disclosure upon
application. The assessment shows that China has made re-
markable progress in the work of open government. For ex-
ample, the guidance in specific fields and areas of open
government achieved obvious effect; the transparency of de-
cision-making has improved consistently; the degree of dis-
closure of information about administrative enforcement is
high; the openness in some implementation fields is norma-
tive; the disclosure of information in some key areas is
good ; significant progresses have been made in the work of
explanation of policies and response to public concerns.
Meanwhile, the assessment also reveals some problems. For

example, the standard of open government still need to be



2 EFRFEME

further elaborated on; the disclosure of some basic govern-
ment information is not enough, more efforts need to be
made in the disclosure of information in some key areas;
some new requirements of opén government need to be meet
in further; the work of explanation of policies needs to be
promoted ; legal risk in the application for information dis-
closure still remains; more efforts need to be made in the
construction of platform for the disclosure of information. In
light of the above problems, the project team suggests that
China should recognize the importance of open government
clearly define the open government mechanism; focus on
summary and promotion of experience; handle the relation-
ship of openness and confidentiality ; promote the open gov-
ernment work with the “ Great open” idea; strengthen the

construction of government website informatization.

Key Words: Open Government; Government Ruled
by Law; Government Transparency; The Rule of Law In-

dex
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