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Biography of Chinpin Tsen Tsai

Chinpin Tsen Tsai's ancestral home was in Shuang Lin Prefecture, Wuxing
County, Zhejiang Province. He was born in 1892 in Dayu County, Jiangxi
Province. He studied at the private Nanking Academy in his early years, and
entered the High School Division of Tsing Hua College as a sophomore in 1913,
and graduated in 1915. In 1916, he went to the United States for overseas studies
funded by the Boxer Indemnity Scholarship Program. In 1918, he graduated from
Columbia University with a B.A., and in 1919, with an M.A. in Economics.

He then returned to China, and became a professor at the Shanghai-
based Fudan University, teaching from 1920 to the autumn of 1922. He was
the first Provost for the university's Business Major. In 1922, he went to Beijing
to teach at Tsinghua (then known as Tsing Hua College, and upgraded to
Tsinghua University in 1924). He was a professor and Alumni Secretary, and
was a core member of the Tsinghua Alumni Association. He was a member of
the Preparatory Committee for the Founding of Tsinghua University in 1924. In
1929, he worked at the Finance Department of the Kuomintang Government.
That same year saw the establishment of the South China Electric and Gas
Corporation. Upon the invitation of a friend, he went to Hangzhou, Zhejiang
Province, to set up the Hangzhou Power Plant, which was the precursor of the
local electric industry.

Chinpin Tsen Tsai was conscientious and upright, having great character and
integrity. Between 1930 and the end of 1937, he dedicated himself to the building
and management of the Hangzhou Power Plant, which combined the Zhakou
Power Plant and the Genshanmen Power Plant. The night before Hangzhou
was taken over by the Japanese army during the Japanese invasion at the end
of 1937, he was present at the bombing of the Zhakou Power Plant, which he
worked so hard to put into shape. In his farewell speech, he called for all staff not

to service the invaders, and asked all to return and rebuild the plant and the city
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once the war was over. He then retreated with his whole family to the inland. In
the following years, he served as Director of General Affairs of the Postal Savings
Bank in the Transportation Department of the Kuomintang Government. In this
role, he founded the Chongqing Postal Savings Bank and its Kunming Branch,
not only trailblazing the postal network, transportation and postal banking service
in Southwest China, but also through Burma, opened up financial exchanges
between Southwest China and foreign countries.

When the Anti-Japanese War ended in 1945, Chinpin Tsen Tsai immediately
returned to Hangzhou, taking the helm at the Hangzhou Power Plant, doubling
its electricity-generating capacity, thus making Hangzhou the only city then
on the Chinese mainland that did not mandate restricted, zoning electricity
use. He leveraged the advantages of the Genshanmen Power Plant and its
adjacent railroad, making blueprints of a Datong Electrochemical Factory for the
production of China-made batteries to compete with Mobil. Although the plan
short-circuited because of political corruption of the Kuomintang Government
and economic dysfunction nationwide, the process provided information and
materials for the founding of the Hangzhou Electrochemical Factory after 1949.

Chinpin Tsen Tsai's children grew up strongly influenced by him. They
embraced patriotism and revolutionary zeal, and engaged in underground
democratic movement. In 1946, when Kuomintang and the Communist Party of
China split apart, Civil War broke out. Embodying the value of social harmony, his
children devoted themselves to democratic movements. Rather than discouraging
them, he secretly supported them. Before the Communist Party of China founded
the People's Republic of China in 1949, he used his social influence among the
political, financial, and industrial circles in Hangzhou and in Zhejiang Province to
protect local factories, schools, roads and other public infrastructure.

Chinpin Tsen Tsai was sincere to people. He had an extensive personal
network, and was socially active. He was acquainted with Yinchu Ma and

Kochen Chu, both Presidents of Zhejiang University; Xiaocang Zheng,
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President of Hangzhou Normal University; and educationalists Xing-zhi Tao
and Yu-Chuen Yan. He was an early member of the Hangzhou Rotary Club,
and once held the President role. He was also a founder and first President of the
Hangzhou Chapter of the International Committee of the Red Cross. He was
an active member of YMCA. Between 1945 and 1949, he was a Councilman of
Zhejiang Province.

Chinpin Tsen Tsai was very dedicated to education and the upbringing of
youth. He was the founder of the Business Night School of the Bank of China
Society. In February 1950, upon the invitation of a friend, he became a professor
and Dean of Business Management at Hangchow University. There, he groomed
the first generation of economic professionals for the fledgling People's Republic
of China. Chinpin Tsen Tsai was rigorous in teaching. He also put emphasis
on practice, and was open-minded and amiable. Students regarded him as a
benevolent teacher and a good friend. In 1952, Chinese universities underwent a
dramatic reshuffle. All schools and majors at Hangchow University had to merge
into Zhejiang Normal University, Zhejiang University and Fudan University.
Because he had high blood pressure, and he did not want to leave Hangzhou,
Chinpin Tsen Tsai retired and lived by the side of the West Lake.

Chinpin Tsen Tsai had a stroke, was paralyzed and passed away in July 1962
after a long illness. He was buried at the Nanshan Cemetery, in Hangzhou. His
grave is cradled in green mountains, facing Qiantang River and looking in the
direction of the Hangzhou Power Plant. He will live forever in the memories of

generations that come after his.

Editor's Note: The above biography was first provided by Nancy Wenxi Tsai, the elder daughter of Chinpin
Tsen Tsai. It was first used in 1992 at Chinpin Tsen Tsai's 100th Anniversary, during which the Chinpin
Tven Tsai Scholarship was inaugurated at the Peking University. It has been updated during the editing of

this book.
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