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Zhou Long born on July 8, 1953 in Beijing. Zhou Long enrolled in the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing in 1977.
Following graduation in 1983, he was appointed composer-in-residence with the China Broadcasting Symphony. He travelled
to the United States in 1985 under a fellowship to attend Columbia University, where he studied with Chou Wen-Chung,
Davidovsky and Edwards, receiving a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 1993. Dr. Zhou is currently Distinguished Professor of

Music at the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and Dance.

Zhou Long is internationally recognized for creating a unique body of music that brings together the aesthetic concepts and
musical elements of East and West. Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for his first opera, Madame White Snake, Dr. Zhou also
received the American Academy of Arts and Letters Award, the 2012-2013 Elise Stoeger Prize from Lincoln Center Chamber
Music Society. He has been two-time recipient of commissions from the Koussevitzky, From Music Foundations, Meet the
Composer, Chamber Music America, and the New York State Council on the Arts. He has received fellowships from the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundations, and the New York Foundation for the Arts. In

2015, Zhou Long and Chen Yi both were nominated the 58" Grammy Award.

Recently, he has completed Tsingtao Overture, which awarded China National Arts Fund; Beijing Rhyme - A Symphonic Suite,
commissioned by the Beijing Symphony Orchestra, a quartet co-commissioned by the Wigmore Hall and Lincoln Center, and his
first piano concerto Postures co-commissioned by the BBC Proms and Singapore Symphony. In 2013, Zhou Long has composed
a whole evening symphonic epic 'Nine Odes' on poems by Qu Yaun for four solo vocalists and orchestra, commissioned by
the Beijing Music Festival. Zhou’s music of all genres has been widely performed and recorded, and published by the Oxford

University Press and the Shanghai Music Publishing House.
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Heng (Eternity) was commissioned by music from China with a grant from the New York State Council on the Arts in 1987.
Scored for Xiao, Pipa, Yangqin (or Vibraphone), Zheng, Erhu and Percussion-5 Blocks, Chinese bass drum (C.B.D.), Peng Ling
(small bells), 4 Opera Gongs Suspended Cymbal (S.Cym.), Wind Gongs (Feng Luo) and Deep Gongs (Gaobian Luo).

Like the eternal stars in heaven, in stillness lies a realm of movement.With this philosophic outlook, this composition uses
various trantments of single notes, each meaningful in expression, to symbolize the theme of eternity. It purposely opts for a
pitch material mixed with traditional Chinese pentatonic modes and pantonal tunes. The continuous background eith multi-
rhythm which serves as a foil further increases the dim lingering atmosphere and conception, supporting the long-breathing
melodic lines. Traditional Chinese instruments are used in an unconventional manner to seek greater variations and richness of

sonority and tone color.
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