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Preface

When engaging in relic collection, you will feel more and more intrigued once on track. While
I was searching for, collecting, studying and sorting out relics of blue and white porcelain of Yuan
Dynasty, I never gave up my efforts despite the various identification problems and financial difficulties.
Along the way, it seems that all is well-reasoned.

The first piece of blue and white porcelain of Yuan Dynasty that I came across was found under
the South China Sea. Shortly after that, new discoveries were constantly reported in many other places
including Inner Mongolia, Beijing, Jingdezhen, Nanjing and Yangzhou.

As a result of my enthusiasm, porcelain identification and collection have become a part of my
life. In more than 10 years, I collected some 100 groups (pieces) of blue and white porcelain of Yuan
Dynasty, and organized 10 exhibitions of different scales which attracted a large number of specialists
and ceramics masters. Gradually, my collection has been widely recognized.

In Yuan Dynasty, blue and white porcelains were produced in large and small kilns. While some
of the products were exquisite, others were rough. The ornamentation on the blue and white porcelain
of Yuan Dynasty often represents different cultures, an unusually brilliant feature. I have identified and
collected odds and ends related to blue and white porcelain of Yuan Dynasty scattered among the people.
These pieces are major evidence to general research on the burning and development of blue and white
porcelain of Yuan Dynasty, and provide basic information for promoting knowledge of the artifacts.

Blue and white porcelain culture of Yuan Dynasty is a subject of international interest. Its discovery
and identification originated in the developed countries in the West. Research work on the porcelain,
however, is nowadays based in China, where it was produced and widely used. This is an opportunity
brought about by China’s prosperity, as well as a result of the joint efforts of experts and scholars.

The first capital of Yuan Dynasty, Xanadu, was located in the prairie of Xilin Gol League of Inner



Mongolia Autonomous Region, which is known as Zhenglan Banner. The blue and white porcelains
of Yuan Dynasty are inextricably linked with the prairie of Zhenglan Banner. Qiqige, the chairman of
the local committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) in Xilin Gol
League, attended my exhibitions and lectures on blue and white porcelain three times. Through these
visits, she learned more about porcelain and decided to support me in publishing this book as a historical
account of the ancient artifacts. | am very grateful for her support. The inclusion of three articles on
Xanadu, Yuan Dadu and Yuan Zhongdu in the book is aimed to help readers acquire a more intuitive and
systematic understanding of the capital’s construction, as well as the Mongolian and Yuan elements in
the years the blue and white porcelains were produced.

My thanks also go to Professor Qin Dashu of Peking University’s School of Archaeology and
Museology, who inscribed the title of this book. In the process of my collection, identification and
exhibitions, I got to know many specialists, porcelain collection fans, officials at different levels,
scientists and journalists. They gave me strong support and guidance from different angles. Some of
them have agreed to have their names included in the list of the steering team; some, unfortunately, are
out of contact; some have declined to have their names published; some, most sadly, have passed away.
These people have lent me a helping hand, which I cherish forever. Upon the publication of this book, I
wish to express my gratitude to them all.

This book is the result of the painstaking efforts from many friends. I hope it will turn out to
be a key to a more comprehensive, in-depth study of blue and white porcelain of Yuan Dynasty, and

contribute to the promotion of porcelain knowledge among the public.

Zhang Qingyu
May 6, 2016
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