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Preface I

Both of the imperial kilns of the Ming and Qing dynasties were institutes authorized by the imperial court at Jingdezhen, in charge of the
production of porcelain for imperial use. As a manufacturing and administrating institute attached to the Imperial Household Department,
the imperial kiln did not only have special ties with the imperial court, but also existed as an integral part of the Forbidden City. Given
such a historical setting, the Palace Museum signed the strategic cooperation contract with the Jingdezhen government, aiming to work
together on various aspects, ranging from the archaeological excavation of the kiln sites of the past dynasties at Jingdezhen, the plan and
conservation of the heritage sites, the restoration and study of the porcelain, to the exhibition and continuous study of cultural heritage.
The cooperation attempts not only to improve the conservation and study of the cultural relics, but also to exhibit the imperial kiln sites
of Jingdezhen as a representative of the excellent cultural heritage of China through the well equipped exhibition hall and information
platform of the Palace Museum. The cooperation has started with the excavation at the imperial kiln sites at Jingdezhen, and the exhibition
with the theme of the juxtaposition of excavated porcelains from the imperial kiln sites at Jingdezhen and the transmitted imperial
porcelains dated to the Hongwu, Yongle and Xuande period.

The Ming and Qing imperial court was the only legitimate place for the use of imperial porcelains. Therefore, the qualified imperial
porcelains produced from the imperial kiln were continuously transported to the imperial court during these periods. Until today, the
Palace Museum is still the institute that possesses the major collection of Ming imperial porcelains. As the main production site of the
imperial porcelains, the imperial kiln had been always under the supervision of the Imperial Household Department. It was also very often
that the Ming and Qing emperors intervened in imperial porcelain production and kiln management in person. From the type, the shape
and the pattern of the porcelain, the Imperial Household made decisions directly. The imperial kiln followed these instructions strictly.
However, from the design of pattern to the completion of the fine porcelains which were finally provided to the imperial court, a lot of
negotiation among the imperial court, the imperial kiln, the emperor as the decision maker, the supervisor of porcelain production and
the craftsmen was involved. The imperial kiln also carried the responsibility to conduct research and innovate while taking orders from the
imperial court. To guatantee the quality of the porcelains supplied to the imperial court, the imperial kiln was also responsible for selecting
and inspecting the products. In the first year of the Hongxi reign, the Xuande emperor established the imperial kiln inside the Yuebo Gate
of the Raozhou County, appointing eunuchs as special inspectors for the imperial kiln, who were in charge of the quality control of the
porcelains for imperial use. In the Ming dynasty, flawed and unsatisfying porcelains were disposed and buried together at the imperial kiln
site after strict selecting process, ensuring the monopoly of imperial porcelain production and usage. Since the 1980s, several hundreds
of millions imperial porcelain pieces had been found during the archaeological excavations in cooperation with the urban developing
construction at Jingdezhen. Such porcelain pieces were usually unearthed clustering in pits or fields, proving the monopoly of imperial
porcelains by the Ming court and providing further information on the disposal of flawed products as recorded in the literature. Such
a discovery also facilitates the restoration of porcelains, contributing to the collection of large number of imperial porcelains from the
Hongwu to the Wanli reign.

Through comparing transmitted Ming imperial porcelains and samples from the imperial kiln sites at Jingdezhen, scholars found
that some transmitted porcelains are exactly the same as those excavated samples, while some transmitted ones and excavated samples are
ungiue. There are also cases that they overlap in the shapes, but are different in glaze and patterns. In addition, same patterns are found
on porcelains with different glaze and shapes. Moreover, same shapes and patterns are seen on products such as different kilns from
Jingdezhen at Raozhou, Longquan at Chuzhou and Pengcheng at Cizhou. Such excavation and study not only provide a full view of the
production at the imperial kiln, but also bring the scholars closer to the reality of the history. At the same time, the significance of the
establishment of the imperial kiln and the production of the imperial porcelain is revealed insightfully from the technological perspective,
prospering the production of porcelain in the area of Jingdezhen and the whole country. Consequently, the historical reason of Jingdezhen
serving as the capital of porcelain is revealed. The cooperated exhibition on the juxtaposition of excavated porcelains from the imperial
kiln sites at Jingdezhen and the transmitted imperial porcelains dated to the Hongwu, Yongle and Xuande period aims to exhibit
porcelains from the imperial kiln to the public comprehensively and to introduce the production of imperial porcelains as a representative
of the excellent cultural heritage of China.

Though this exhibition is only the beginning of a series of exhibition organized by the Palace Museum and the Government of
Jingdezhen, it reunites the different stages involved in the production and use of the imperial porcelains, from the imperial kiln—the
place of production to the Forbidden City—the place of usage, from the products at the experimental stage and the unsatisfying products
to the qualified products. As far as I know, only the cooperation between the Palace Museum and the Archaeological Research Institute
of Ceramic in Jingdezhen can lead to the success of the exhibition to juxtapose the Ming imperial porcelains in museum collection and
the excavated porcelains from the imperial kiln at Jingdezhen and to introduce the history of the imperial kiln consecutively from the
Hongwu to the Wanli period. I hope the exhibition be a great success. In addition, I hope the cooperation between the two institutes will
obtain great achievement to fulfil the historical responsibility of the Palace Museum and the Government of Jingdezhen in developing and
transmitting the excellent cultural heritage of porcelain production.

Shan Jixiang

Director of the Palace Museum
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Preface 11

Since the establishment of the official kiln system in the Song dynasty, porcelains had become imperial tributes and were brought to the
imperial court in large number as the emperor’s exclusive belongings for appreciation and daily use. These porcelains have now been
regarded as priceless treasures and collected by various museums and private collectors all over the world, among which, the Palace
Museum in Beijing is especially renowned for its porcelain collection, in particular, the Ming and Qing porcelains from the imperial kilns
at Jingdezhen. These exquisite porcelains are not only valuable on the economic aspect, but also instrumental to the study of Chinese
porcelain history, craft history, cultural and art history, technology history, and the cultural history of the imperial court. As a matter of
fact, these priceless treasures were made in the Ming and Qing imperial kilns at Jingdezhen, a small town thousands of miles away from
the capital city.

In the second year of the Hongwu reign in the Ming dynasty (CE 1369), Zhu Yuanzhang established the imperial kiln at Zhushan
for porcelain production, on the basis of the Fuliang kiln of the Yuan dynasty. Until 1911, when the Qing government was overthrown,
tens of thousands of imperial porcelain had been produced from the imperial kiln for over 500 years. Most of the exquisite pieces had
been offered to the imperial court at the time of production, deserting and burying the flawed and redundant pieces at the kiln site which
remained unknown for years. Since the 1980s, archaeologists at Jingdezhen have conducted emergent excavation at the imperial kiln site
for over ten times, in cooperation with the urban development construction. Later, after being approved by the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage, the local archaeologists worked together with Peking University and the Administration of Cultural Heritage in Jiangxi
to reveal several tons of Ming and Qing ceramics at the imperial kiln site. After careful restoration by the archaeologists, thousands of
porcelain pieces from the Ming imperial kiln have been brought to light. Thus, the buried treasures are unveiled to the world after several
hundred years. The 161 pieces of porcelain from the early Ming imperial kiln exhibited at the Palace Museum this time are selected from
the best of the past excavations.

Porcelains at this exhibition are from the Ming imperial kiln at Jingdezhen, mainly dated to the reign of Hongwu, Yongle and
Xuande. The blue-and-white porcelains of the Yongle and Xuande reign are especially highly rated. In addition, the exhibition has included
the exquisite and the earliest porcelains with overglaze of the Xuande reign, in particular, the fine export porcelains of Xuande, which were
taken to the Middle East by Zheng He with his fleet. These porcelains are decorated with delicate flora patterns and presented in exotic
shapes. Though Zheng He and his fleet have been long gone as time goes by, the porcelains for Middle East export remain till today and
manifest the unique spirit of their time. These porcelains symbolize that porcelains of Jingdezhen have been a global commodity and serve
as media for the communication and dissemination of culture between the East and the West. Through this exhibition, the visitors can
enjoy the glorious achievement of the early Ming imperial kiln and gain an understanding about the society, politics, economics, literature
and art of the Ming dynasty. The exhibition juxtaposes the Palace Museum collection of porcelains of the Hongwu, Yongle and Xuande
reign, and the porcelains excavated from the imperial kiln at Jingdezhen, which, to some extent, reunites porcelains stemming from the
same root over 500 years ago. From both aspects of academic research and exhibition, this exhibition is unprecedented and inspirational.

At the time of the unveiling of this important exhibition and the publication of this catalogue, I sincerely thank Shan Jixiang, the
director of the Palace Museum, and the leading cadres and scholars of various institutes on behalf of the Government of Jingdezhen. I
thank the people who have been caring about and supporting the development of the heritage work in Jingdezhen over the years and I
thank the scholars who devoted themselves to the exhibition and the editing of this catalogue.

Finally, I wish the exhibition achieve a great success.

Liu Changlin

Chinese Communist Party Secretary of Jingdezhen
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