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Located in the Dongbei Street of Suzhou City, Suzhou Museum is the local historical and artistic museum in China.
A new museum designed by the famous architect Ieoh Ming Pei (I. M. Pei) was completed in October 2006. It is built
on the original Zhong Wang Fu (Prince Zhong’s mansion) site of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, which is the most
complete preservation of a Palace of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. It is divided into three display directions: east, west
and middle. The three-dimensional buildings in the middle direction are the type of hall: on the girders are Suzhou-
style painting; beside the side door in the entrance is the Chinese wisteria planted by Won Cheng-Ming (famous
Chinese calligrapher and painter); the internal eastern side are the classical stage of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom and

others. Suzhou Museum is the national key cultural relics protection units.

The buildings of the new Suzhou Museum are accompanied by the ancient buildings of Zhong Wang Fu, with a total
construction area of 26,500 square meters, among which the Zhong Wang Fu building area is 7,500 square meters. In
order to fully respect the historical style of the street, the new buildings also adopt the style with a ground floor, as
to the building on the ground, only one storey is set as the main building with the cornice height controlled within 6
meters. The central hall and the western exhibition hall are designed as two storeys with a height of 16 meters. As part
of the new museum of Suzhou Museum, the historic buildings of the Zhong Wang Fu, which has been repaired as the
same historic style, join the new buildings as a perfect pair. Therefore, the new museum of Suzhou Museum combines

the modern buildings, historic buildings and creative landscape architecture.
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qulu Hall: A building in the east dlrectlon of Zhong Wang Fu, outside which
is the Wisteria Yard. It is said that Wang Xianchen, the owner of the Humble
Administrator’s Garden, andthe gifted scholars in Wu county of Suzhou like
Won Cheng-Ming, Tang Yin, and Zhu Yun-Ming admired each other. In the
mid spring, Wang Xianchen often entertained his great friends in the Woqiu
Hall, to-the tone of “Wo Qiu Tang”. The reason why it was given this name is
thatithe Chinese wisteria outside the hall intertwined like the dragon. Besides,
this name symbolizes the hermit with great reputation.
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Classical stage: A buildingﬁin the east direction of Zhong Wang Fu. It is built
on the yard.of the southern.quadrangle courfyarc;l as part of the Eight-Banners
Fengzheng Club House. Aithou§311 it has been repaired for several times, it

maintains its orlgmal appearance and is one of the currently well-preserved -
indoor classical theaters of China. The entire classical theater covers an area
of 450 square meters, up to 9.85 meters. The top is the balding style with the
span across the roof of 14.8 meters. The lower edge of the ceiling are 47 pivot-
frame windows to supplementﬁt}{éi:indoor light. With all these mentioned
above create an indoor theater. The stage is 8.65 meters long, 6.10 meters wide
and 0.96 meters high. The front wall-of the theater is the Plum Blossoms and
Beauty of the famous painter Jin Xinlan, which is carved.in the parclose of
boxwood round portal, and in the east and west side of the stage are stairs.
Both sides and opposite of the stage are 26 leaves or 52 sides of phoebe
painting screens of famous calligraphers, including Shen Zhou, Tang Yin,
Won Cheng-Ming, Wang Chong, Xu Wei and Wang Duo, which are engraved
by artisans master Yang. All these make the entire classical stage with strong
cultural atmosphere and high value of art. g
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Quadrangle Courtyard: A building of the east direction of Zhong Wang Fu,
the second opening of Zhong Wang Fu. At that time in order to meet the
living habits of the Benner People, the eastern buildings of Zhong Wang Fu
were converted into a quadrangle courtyard in the style of Beijing Royal
courtyard. Its columns were painted with red, and the window lattice with

- dark green, which shows a fabulous scene, so that we can also enjoy the sight

) of the architectural style of the North courtyard in Watertown, south of China.
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’He Xuan: A blllldlnb in the west road ong Wang Fu with three

of nammu and that is why it is

Walkmg mslde the courtyard you might see small stones piling up, whuh

_seems qu1etly elegant. You might also see two Camellia japonicals planted
b‘y Master Chen Shilin in the early Qing Dynasty inside the courtyard and
“atall and big bull bay with more than hundreds of years, plus, there is an

Osmanthus fragrans whlch is the first to bloom among all plants fot" 2 times
* on average each year. |
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Zoumalou: A bﬁildihg in the west direction of Zhong Wang Fu. It is a kind
-of-enceinte-two-storey-building, and used to be a house for the family in the
Taiping Heavenly. Kingdom. Between the upper and the ground floors,there
are not only the stairs but also blank doors. In the eastern part of the house
~are blank windows with the round hole for outlook or runnjho away by
crossing the window. The building oppos;te the Crane pavilion is tHe Toom
with the name of "’Sequesteled Water Glamber”
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The exhibitions of “The Garaen Of Mystery” are the creative works and

displays to have dialogue with these historical and cultural space.
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