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ABSTRACT

With the development of modern society, human beings’ ability of
interfering in Nature and society and the self-recognition have been in-
creasing, which have caused a series of natural disasters and social risks
to frequently happen. As the social risks prominently revealed, the
threats against the existence and development of human society have be-
come more and more serious. The German sociologist Ulrich Beck, who
is a representative of the Western theorists concerning the research on
these phenomena, did profound researches and put forward the famous
“Risk Society” theory, deeply discussing the concept of risk and Risk
Society.

The essay gives a systematic research toward Beck’s Risk Society
theory, examines and criticizes it from the perspective of Marxist theory
of social development. It firstly discusses the philosophical basis and ac-
tual occasion of Beck’s risk Society theory and wholly interprets its theo-
retical connotation. From this point, it clears up the practical signifi-
cance of this theory and objectively reveals its defects on the ground of
the criticism and comparison from the scope of Marxist theory of social
development. At last, it reveals the theory’s importance for our country to
build a harmonious society in practice.

First of all, the production of Beck Risk Society Theory has close re-

lationship with risk society theories put forward by other western social
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theorists. These theories construct the solution of Beck Risk Society The-
ory. Western social theorists carried on the theoretical analysis to various
kinds of threats in current society from different angles and theoretical ho-
rizons since 1950s. All of these laid the theoretical foundation for Beck
Risk Society Theory.

Second, in this thesis, the connotation of Risk Society Theories and
their features are sorted out item by item from three aspects, which are
the risk, the concept of risk society, the condition of the conditions of the
birth of the risk society and the structure of Beck’s Risk Society Theories.
It points out that with the development of technology, the expanding of
the globalization and the combination of industrial society and rationality
result in the coming of a risk society times of human beings. Compared
with the traditional risks, its essence, form, sphere of influence and its
destructiveness are essentially different.

Once again, the high risk of the modern society, as the major histor-
ical phenomenon of the contemporary social development, should be
placed in the critical view to examine and compare in the social develop-
ment theory of Marx. Marxism, which based on the practice of material
production activities, reveals the nature of capital and the social contra-
diction of capitalist and disclosures the root of contemporary social risk.
Therefore, Marxism breaks the limitations of western theory of risk that
provides vitality for Marx’s theory of social development under the new so-
cial background. Moreover, it can benefit for its development and inno-

vation.



Last Beck’s theory of risk society plays significant roles as theoretical
reference and realistic inspiration as to build a harmonious society in Chi-
na. This is mainly reflected as follow ;

The theory of risk society does benefit people in the era of globaliza-
tion to establish a sense of global risk, to build a global civil social or-
ganization, and to reduce and avoid risks through multi - level govern-
ance cooperation. Moreover, China must objectively handle the relation-
ship between development and risk, and actively face socialist construc-
tion and possible risks in social transition. To mitigate Risk Society and
build a harmonious socialist society and ultimately realize all — round de-
velopment of human beings, China must improve the social management
system and enhance effectiveness and responsibility of the existing sys-

tem.

Keywords; Beck  Risk Society  globalization modernity
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