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Abstract

Long before the Eastern Han, the design of a Chinese settlement
reflected authority and position in the hierarchy of a kingdom,
making settlement design important for establishing the social
order and forming a regional or even national hierarchy in the built
environment. This book examines the spatial configurations of pre-
dominant ancient Chinese settlements and their cultural interpre-
tations; it elaborates the layouts, generation, and transition of the
core elements of built environment in these settlements, such as city
walls and ceremonial buildings including the Mingtang’, the ances-
tral temple, and the Shesi’; it discusses how gathering of people and
defense activities were organized in ancient capital cities and their
domains; it also identifies the major design principles of capital
cities in different historical periods. These discussions reveal that
there is a great continuity in how the power structure was reflected
by the infrastructure, layout, and physical design of settlements
across time periods and the transformation of the settlements’ de-
sign mainly resulted from the changes of the power structure. Built
upon a thorough review of the literature and comprehensive analy-
ses of relevant archaeological materials from the Yangshao culture
to the Qin and Han Dynasties, this book outlines the fundamental
design principles of settlements and establishes a relatively holistic
theoretical framework of the history of settlement design and devel-

opment in Ancient China.

1 Mingtang is a special type of place where people worshiped gods in ancient China.
2 Shesi is a temple where peaple worshiped the “Lord of the Soil and the Ground" in
ancient China,
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