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Preface

The black-shell jade works belong to the category of Pan-Hongshan
cultural jade group, whose remarkable cultural feature is that some writing
characters are carved on many black-shell jade pieces. The carving characters
on the black-shell jade were found in the Dajinggou cultural sites, Inner
Mongolia, so it is called “Dajinggou culture”. Dajinggou cultural district was
a worship center and culture center in the Pan-Hongshan cultural area. The
Dajinggou culture belongs to the category of the former human civilization.
The former human civilization had been created about 30 thousand to 10
thousand years ago in the late Pleistocene and before the Neolithic period,
which was a high-level civilization. The earlier former human civilization
appeared in Central and Southern Europe and the coastal area of Mediterranean.
Approximately dating back 20 thousand to 12 thousand years ago, the
civilization around the Pacific Rim had appeared, and its central area of the
civilization was in what is now the Northeast China. This civilization was
represented by Pan-Hongshan culture, which was an advanced archaeological
culture and developed from the matriarchal society. Pan-Hongshan culture is
so far the widest range of spatial and temporal archaeological discovery. Jade
culture is the significant cultural feature of Pan-Hongshan culture, and a
numerous of Pan-Hongshan jade pieces have vividly described its social
profiles and displayed its board and deep cultural connotation, depicted a
magical picture of ancient civilization, and left the eyewitness a wide space of
thinking and exploration to fill the ancient history which was forgotten by
people. The Dajinggou cultural site was located in the central region of the
Pan-Hongshan cultural area, where there were large stone altars, temples,
and high-level cemetery group. This culture was an important and
representative branch of Pan-Hongshan culture: the jade culture was also its
remarkable cultural identity. From its jade shapes and making process of
view, it belongs to the category of Pan-Hongshan jade culture, but it has its
own cultural characteristics, mainly as follows:

1. Most of jade pieces have black shell. Due to their religious custom of
admiring black, the jade objects were coated with black mineral pigment before

funeral. After long-term erosion, a corrosive layer was formed. Because of the
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black color base, the jade pieces looks like with a black shell, and are known
as the “black-shell jade”:

2. The large-size black-shell jade objects shared a large proportion in the
black-shell jade group, which indicated that there were high standard of
religious ritual etiquettes in this cultural region:

3. Many black-shell jade objects were carved with writing characters, and
most of the characters were relief: and there were some jade plates with
carved pictures and characters on it.

These cultural characteristics showed that the Dajinggou cultural region
had been entered the stage of civilized society. However, dajinggou culture
was unfortunately destroyed by the continuous volcanic eruptions 14,000 years
ago. According to the detection of the black-shell jade of the Seoul University
in South Korea, it was destroyed about 14,300 years ago. Fortunately, some
of its important sites and monuments still retained up to now, such as the
stone houses, the stone foundations of the temples and the ruins of the altars:
especially there were many black-shell jade works in the high-standard tombs,
which makes people today may understand the brilliant achievements that
created by our ancestors. One hundred more pieces of black-shell jade objects
carved with characters were brought in this book, also we introduce several
large-scale black-shell jade works, such as painting screens and writing plates
in this volume for our readers to share the brilliance created by our ancestors.
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