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Preface

China is a beautiful treasure-house of ancient tales and folklore. Here are stories filled
with sincere reflection echoing the vast and deep spirit of our culture and civilization.
These represent the best of Chinese culture—tales that uphold a people’s sense of their
common origin.

This collection of First Books for Early Learning offers stories familiar to all
of us. Drawn from folklore and mythology, along with the origins of special days in
the traditional calendar and of famous places, these eighty books also recall ancient
physicians, philosophers and thinkers, figures famed for statecraft, generals, royalty,
prodigies and scientists, remembered through tales of wisdom and great poetry.

To give Chinese children all over the world an understanding of their ancestors’
lives, and the changes through the different ages of China’s history, scientific development
and achievements in arts and literature, we have brought together concise language with
most vivid illustrations. These ancient historical figures also give inspiration and ideas to
children to connect with their own roots.

As Chinese, we know Chinese history well as a son or a daughter knows his or her
family. Only with such knowledge can one possess a depth of passion and a sense of
responsibility. It is our wish that this collection will guide children at an early age to learn
from the history of our nation and to identify with the social progress and philosophical
spirit of the Chinese people. We hope our children will develop wider horizons of wisdom
to become open-minded yet with a rooted outlook on life.

First Books for Early Learning was originally compiled in Chinese for the children of
China. The writers and artists who contributed to this collection have used the perspective
of traditional literature and arts to interpret Chinese mythology, legends and history. We
hope this collection will be enjoyed by Chinese people—and, now in translation, also by
people all over the world—and all children who want to learn more about China.

Zhao Zhenwan
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Ying Zheng was the King of the State of Qin at the end
of the Warring States Period (475-221 BC). The people of
Qin called him King Zheng of Qin. He was an outstanding
ruler with bold vision and great talent. He created the first
centralized government in China’s history, by annexing
the six states of Qi, Chu, Yan, Han, Zhao, and Wei, and
launching China’s feudal system, and later became the
famous Qin Shi Huang, “the founding Emperor of the Qin
Dynasty (221-206 BC).”
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King Zheng of Qin had grown up in the Warring States
Period, when there was chaos with seven powerful states
each occupying a section of China. From a young age he
nursed one ambition: to unify the states to make China one
country. Ying Zheng was 13 years old when he became the
ruler of Qin, after his father, King Zhuangxiang of Qin,
died. Yet real power lay in the hands of his mother, Queen
Dowager Zhao, and the Prime Minister, Lii Buwei. In

reality King Zheng of Qin was just their puppet.
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Lii Buwei was credited with helping King Zhuangxiang
stay in power. He had therefore been made the Prime
Minister of Qin and also the instructor of the young King
Zheng. Lii Buwei also behaved as if he were King Zheng’s
father and proclaimed himself as the young King’s “Second
Father.” Wishing to consolidate his power base to rule,
Lii Buwei called for over 3,000 scholars to compile and
compose the 200,000-odd-character The Annals of Lii Buwei.
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To gratify the Queen Dowager Zhao’s yearnings, Lii
Buwei, who himself had an illicit affair with the Queen,
worked out a deal with a man named Lao Ai. Lao Ai was
sent to the Queen Dowager’s private palace as a “eunuch”

to wait upon her.









