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To satisfy the demands of Chinese learners all
over the world for reading materials and to promote
intercultural communication and understanding,
the Confucius Institute Headquarters (Hanban) has
initiated the editing and publishing of the series:
Stories of Chinese People s Lives.

The book series aims to introduce Chinese
people’s daily life and their stories to Chinese learners
and those who are interested in China, and to help
them understand more about China and Chinese
people.

The first collection of Stories of Chinese People’s
Lives is published in pocket size. It contains 8 books
on different themes: Taste of Love, Colourful Culture,
Silent Kinship, Stages of Life, Scenes in Society,
Sceneries of the World, Poems from the Heart, Wisdom
of Life. Each book includes 8 texts, containing pieces
from both famous authors and ordinary people. These
texts reflect almost every aspect of modern Chinese
life from different perspectives.

iii



The series has the following features:

1. Key vocabulary is explained at the bottom of
each page, helping learners to achieve coherence in
their reading. The glossary is attached at the end of
each book for learners’ reference.

2. The bilingual guide and notes for each text
also assist readers in reducing comprehension barriers
and understanding these authentic Chinese stories
better.

3. Each text corresponds to a specific HSK level,
allowing learners to select accordingly and prepare for
the test of a certain level.

4. Beautiful illustrations for each text make the
stories more vivid and accessible.

5. The small and light design makes the pocket-
sized books easier to read and carry, and also reduces
learners’ stress while reading. -

6. Audio resources are accessed by scanning the
QR code on the back cover of each book, allowing
learners to improve listening and speaking skills.

7. Fine Chinese style postcards of different themes
have been attached to each book.

We hope that the series Stories of Chinese
People’s Lives will help Chinese language learners
and those who are interested in China and Chinese



culture to understand more about Chinese society and
Chinese people’s lives. We also hope that these books
can be used as supporting materials by learners to
further develop their reading comprehension skills and

improve Chinese language proficiency.

Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press
September, 2015
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Aiql’ng de zhongdidn
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The Terminal of Love
% 4

FPEBAARLRBREBRSENRE,
MEBRRAADREBRNSE, DEF Rt
LISRAIA, LHBRAIE., XHBES!
ERARARERN.

The person you choose might not be the one
you love most, but the person who chooses
you must be the one who loves you most.
It is the meaning of happiness to cherish
the one by your side and things around you!
This old lady is happy.
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RZAE  chibuxiao v.  cannot bear

mL8/\% silin-baxiang all the neighbouring households
iR shuoméi v.  act as a matchmaker

BB xinydusudzhi fall in love with sb

EH kanzhong v.  like; take a fancy to

Hr #7030 sisiwénwén - adj. elegant; refined; gentle
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£ niégnhud n.  special purchases for the Spring
Festival

+EE tuféi n.  bandit; brigand

*x3k guantéu n.  (critical/key) moment
HAR=# wida-sanci tall and stalwart

T hanzi n.  man

& shéming v.  sacrifice oneself

E shangshi n.  condition of an injury
(22} bdoldn v.  undertake the whole thing

KM cozhi-daye crude and careless
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A% ruzhui V. (of a man) marry into and live
with the bride’s family
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AEfm pdihudi v.  wander

EH xingmu adj. eye-catching

FIBR clydn adj. unpleasant to look at

i 7% yOuyuan n.  (of a young woman thwarted
in love) hidden bitterness

AT xiangyi-wéiming depend on each other for
survival

7R fachi v.  give aid/support to
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i mén adj.  stuffy
mF jiushdu adv.  while you are at it
th#4n—  shizhong-rayi consistent



