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Preface

Since the founding of new China, especially the implementation of
the reform and opening up policy,great achievements have been made in
the cause of medical and health care and people’'s health has been
markedly improved. However, the complexity and lagging of medical
and health care system reform has caused problems. For instance, the
contradiction between the medical system and people’s increasing need
for medical and health care services is prominent. Medical and health
care development in different regions and between urban and rural areas
is in an unbalanced status. There is huge gap in the access to medical
services by different groups. Equality and accessibility of medical and
health care services still needs improvement. The problems are mirrors
for the severe shortage of medical services supply in China and reform
for the supply side is in urgent need. More and more studies show that
people’s health is closely related to the medical resources they can have
access to. Currently, the unbalanced allocation of medical resources is
the root cause for the huge gap in medical and health care services.

Therefore, the implementation of differentiated allocation of
medical resources and efficiency improvement of medical resources

allocation are top tasks in‘achieving equalization of basic medical and
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health care services in the coming 5 years in order to fulfill the strategy
of Healthy China 2020 in the big context of buil-lding China a moderately
well- off society in all aspects by 2020. These are also key tasks in
supply-side structural reform in China’s economic transition. This is not
only a theoretical proposition,but also a realistic problem that needs to
resolve urgently in our economy.

The thesis starts with reviewing literature on equalization of basic
medical services,and based on which, it builds a three-stage input-output-
outcome framework to analyze the internal relations between medical
resources and equalization of access to basic medical services. Firstly,
the thesis makes a thorough overview of China’s efforts to ensure
people’s equal access to basic medical services and a comprehensive
analysis and summary on the progress achieved and challenges faced by
each stage of this process. Secondly, it analyzes the equity of medical
resources allocation in China. By using the analysis method of entropy
index, the thesis analyzes the overall allocation of medical resources
including financial resources, material resources and human capital and
at the same time equity in allocating medical resources among different
regions, between urban and rural areas and among different groups.

Based on which, the thesis investigates the input-output efficiency
of medical resources allocation with the method of data envelopment
analysis and through which proves that effective allocation of medical
resources is an important factor in ensuring the equalization of access to
basic medical services. Thirdly,the thesis makes empirical study on the
allocation of medical resources in China. It builds a reverse data
envelopment analysis model to analyze and demonstrate the degree of
adjustment needs to make in fiscal input, per capita medical

expenditure, fixed asset and medical personnel if one percentage of basic
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Preface

medical services gap is to be reduced so as to provide a relatively
objective quantitative reference for policy decision-making. Fourthly,
the thesis looks into successful international practices and experience in
promoting equal access to basic medical services through effective
allocation of medical resource, which are best practices China can learn
from in optimizing medical resources allocation in the period of
transition. Fifthly,the thesis points out structural reforms that need to
carry out in order to promote differentiated and optimal allocation of
medical resources, The thesis also puts forward policy recommendations
from the four aspects of public hospital reform, medical security system
reform, new ways of allocation medical resources,and self-transformation of

the government.
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