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Briefing of the Asian Fisheries Society and
Anticipation of its future development

| 1,2
LIAO I-chiu , CHAO Nai-hsien

(1.Center for Marine Bioenvironment and Biotechnology, National Taiwan Ocean University
2.Institute of Biotechnology, National Cheng Kung University)

The Asian Fisheries Society (AFS ) was founded on 2 May 1984. It has held ten regular triennial forums

hosted by various Asian countries in the last 30 years, with the latest IOth forum at Yeosu, Korea on 29

Apr. to 3 May 2013. The activities held by the Society were mainly based on the goals declared on its
Constitution: The goals are
to promote effective interaction and cooperation among scientists and technicians with a view to
encourage and facilitate research activities and to share information and publication of research results;
(2) to create and propagate awareness of the importance and ways of sound utilization, cultivation,
conservation and development of aquatic resources in the region; and (3) to promote the establishment
of national societies and to seek affiliation and cooperation with societies, organizations, and
institutions having similar objections.” To achieve these goals, the Society, its subsidiary national
societies in Taiwan, Japan and India, and other related organizations have organized a number of
symposia, workshops, conferences on various themes, raised scholarships to encourage students and
young scientists to pursuit their career in fisheries, and published periodic scientific journal—the Asian
Fisheries Science (now an e-journal) as a public forum to exchange views and new information in
fisheries science. The first four proceedings containing all papers presented in the first four forums and
the succeeding proceedings (5™ to 10™ AFS Forum) collecting the abstracts of the papers presented in
the forum, and some books on special issues with high academic standard were also published.
Up to now, various efforts by the Society have been well recognized. Its funding members, council
members, and all other members have been keeping on hard work to succeed in sustainable
development of Asian fisheries, such as industrialized aquaculture to emphasize water recirculation
system in propagation and aquaculture.
The Society recently promotes (1) aquaculture in inland, coastal area, and ocean cage with the aim to
sustainably utilize water which covers 70% of the earth surface and (2) exploration of new fishing
grounds with proper fertilization to enhance growth of planktonic algae and organisms. In addition, The
Society, following the successful example of livestock research, encourages the development of genetic
breeding programs and emphasizes research in fish disease prevention and cure programs to develop
effective vaccines.
Actually many national organizations have been developing research projects aiming at fisheries and
aquaculture, while some international organizations have put effort into industrializing aquaculture,
cage culture, fertilization in feasible fishing ground, stock enhancement, and sea ranching. All of these
are the Society’s new targets for now and future.
In recent years almost 50% of the global fisheries products are achieved by aquaculture after several
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decades of R&D and Asian countries alone have contributed 90% to the total global aquaculture
products. Aquaculture is now the most important industry to provide the essential demand of food and

nutrition for human beings in the era of population exploding.

The Society celebrates its 30th anniversary this year. It is hoped that more active national branches will

be founded and more prosperous Society members will be attracted. Our new President will play a
more important and positive role in leading all council members to work for another brilliant phase of
the Asian Fisheries Society.

Keywords: Asian Fisheries Society (AFS) ; Asian Fisheries Science; Industrialized Aquaculture; Cage
Aquaculture; Fertilizing on the sea; Stock Enhancement and Sea Ranching



