e

i

"Q‘“

INAUNTERE




FAMOUS CHINESE MYTHS SERIES

All Birds Paying
Homage to the Phoenix

Y=t 12

Retold by Duan Lixin / Illustrated by Liu Xiangwei

f:) CHINA INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS



EHEmMmE (CIP) HifE

FEEUR . WA/ BorikgeE o xftham. —— i
—— dbx . HfeAE L, 2016.1
CHCEEAUTTTE £2g )

ISBN 978—7—-5085—3301—-8

I. ®F- 0. O @X--- M. O©JLFE LY — P m g —
hE— 4% IV, ©I287.8

P E kit < B B IECIPEHE#% T (2015) 553021345

% % AEw aE
% 5. BuK
B HEAT (R)

B #k
% E: XEfs
TERE: EH
Ehugit: FRE

[ )R

HERATT: FMEREE R

# db EETEERIEEIRFE31S 4 I KEBEGE
KFTHIE: 010-82005927 010-82007837

Py fif: www.cicc.org.cn  www.thatsbooks.com
FIREA . ERBRHRXUERERAT

R. dEREEER BB RAE

. 889E K x 1194ZK 1/16

. 2

K. 2016FE1 B E2hR 2016E1 B F2>KENRY

- ISBN 978-7-5085-3301-8

- 30.007T

fl# &SI HD
do 5%

=



FAMOUS CHINESE MYTHS SERIES

All Birds Paying
Homage to the Phoenix

Y=t 12

Retold by Duan Lixin / Illustrated by Liu Xiangwei

f:) CHINA INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS






A

B
Ea s
FE

s,

erent musical

L

W

i










After learning of the intention of the emperor’s visit, Tianlao happily answered,
“The Phoenix is a divine bird that originated from the East in ancient times. It has
the head of a chicken, the jaw of a swallow, the neck of a snake and the chest of a
goose but its back is covered with the scales of a tortoise. It has sharp claws like
an eagle’s and a fish-like tail. With a very tall figure, the Phoenix’s sound is loud

like a big bell and whenever it shouts, there will be

reds of echoes. When it opens its wings
and prepares to fly, its feathers glitter
under the sun.”
Seeing that everyone was
absorbed with this description
of the Phoenix, Tianlao
continued, “Amongst all the
birds in the world, the one
R
ﬁ};‘ hich really can be said to
" \3"‘( erything about the
Hverse and travel to the
ends of the world would be
the Phoenix. Therefore, it has
been acclaimed as the king of
all birds.”



After hearing the story, the Yellow Emperor was mesmerized by the Phoenix.
He eagerly asked Tianlao, “What a legendary bird! How can one have the
chance to see it?”

Tianlao contemplated this for a while and said, “The Phoenix is a sign of

prosperity and luck. It will only appear when there is peace jand prosperity in
the country.” 3 : /jj

The Yellow Emperor was unconvinced and
said, “Since my ascension to the"thronef," o

the country has been prosperous and

stable life. Why
not seen the Phét
With a smIIe, Tia
leisurely replive&; ‘
“Your Majesfy, let 4
me tell ydu‘::ast wry 2>



“According to legend, during the émcientr times in the East, there were two
powerful, almighty birds; one was called the Phoenix and the other one was
called the Bifang.

The Phoenix was majestically charming, clever and beautiful. All the birds loved to

gather around the Phoenix as it was also kind and tender.

The Bifang looked like a red-crowned crane with only one leg. Its beak

white and its body covered with red stripes. It swallowed flames and weé

cruel. The Bifang was the sign of evil and all the birds s
During the peaceful period when there were great
beautiful weather, all the birds were flying and pl
and around the mountains. The Phoenix reminded eVe
and carefree lives now. However, we should stay alert ant
As the saying goes, hardships and trials lead to survival;

end up in death.’






\ ;) birds ignored(}‘,\"
the ;f“‘n and felt \

3233’() the I;ho.en_i'x
W “ se ek’fﬁg ~1,0

burden them with"

b ,;
| unnecessary wortries. _




The Phoenix had not given up while the other birds were playing. It worked
tirelessly all day long to gather foods, grains and the leftover fruits from other birds.

With these actions, the Phoenix managed to accumulate and store food in
preparation for any future unforeseen disasters.

Meanwhile, on the other side, the Bifang was conspiring on its own. Jealous about

the Phoenix’s popularity, the Bifa p wanted to be the king of all birds. The Bifang

/

considered that it was the rig ] ,' / 0 selze control of all the birds.

It flew right towards

ds couldn




¢ still unaware of what was

happening and continued to enjoy their lives
by exhausting whatever food and water left.
They didn’t expect the drought could last
for more than three years. The earth was
__baked with not a single strand of grass left

and all the rivers were dried with cracks in

& the riverbeds. The scorching sun was like a
i "’ ~ tongue of fire that licked the birds’ backs and

7 burned the blood in their bodies. All the birds
suffered excruciating pain.
- Very soon, there wasn’t any food left and the
%bll’ds were approaching extinction.
At that very moment, the Phoenix appeared
. and distributed all the food it had tirelessly
\ collected to help all the other birds to live
‘ through such a difficult time.
: _\fI‘he Bifang’s conspiracy was destroyed and it
* could no longer use the drought to capture the
* " throne as king of all birds.










