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Introduction of Dinghushan

Dinghushan National Nature Reserve is situated in Zhaoqing City, Guangdong Province, South China. It
located 23°09'21"~23°11'30"N and 112°30'39"~112°33'41"E, near the Tropic of Cancer. The main protected
objects include the subtropical evergreen broad—leaved forest and the biodiversity.

Under the control of subtropical anticyclone, over two thirds land near the Tropic of Cancer was covered
by desert, half—desert or savanna. Favored by the subtropical monsoon climate, evergreen forest distributed in
South China. As to long history of protection, Dinghushan Nature Reserve has the oldest monsoon evergreen
broad-leaved forest in the South China and a set of successional forests. So Dinghushan Nature Reserve is well
known as “the Green Pearl at the Tropic of Cancer”.

Dinghushan Nature Reserve houses a rich biodiversity. There are 1778 wild higher plant species, 232
species of birds, 77 species of reptiles and amphibians, 42 species of higher animals, and more than 600 species
of macrofungi recorded, of which 54 species in plants and 49 in animals are on the list for protection at the state
level. About 48 plant species were first founded in Dinghushan. Moreover, the subtropical evergreen
broad—-leaved forest has a history of more than 400 years, which is typical forest vegetation of lower subtropical.
It is rich in species and is complicated in community structure. Therefore, Dinghushan Nature Reserve is an
ideal place to research successional processes and patterns of subtropical forest ecosystems, as well as to restore
or rehabilitate the degraded forest ecosystems in the world. And became one of the first group reserves in China
joined the Biosphere Reserve Network of UNESCO in 1980.

The first collecting specimens of plant from Dinghushan Nature Reserve started in 1880’s. The Sun
Yat-sen University first organized teaching practice in 1950’s. After Dinghushan Nature Reserve was
established by South China Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1956, the employees fell to
collecting background information and began to do some monitoring and research work. In 1976, a Handbook
of Plants of Dinghushan was published. In 1978, the South China Institute of Botany set up the Dinghushan
Forest Ecosystem Research Station in Dinghushan Nature Reserve. Hereafter, more and more researchers from
different universities and research institutes in the world participated in the research work in Dinghushan. The
research results were published in Tropical and Subtropical Forest Ecosystem (1~9) and many other opened
academic journals. All the research reports provided much important information for construct and management
of nature reserve.

Favored by the unique forest ecosystem and the advanced management strategies, Dinghushan Nature
Reserve has got a large number of research achievements and set an example for other nature reserve in China.
As a result, Administration of Dinghushan National Nature Reserve was awarded “National Advanced
Collectivity of Nature Reserve Management”, co—nominated by Ministry of Environmental Protection, State
Forestry Administration, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Land and Resources, Ministry of Water Resources,
State Bureau of Oceanic Administration, and Chinese Academy of Sciences in 2006 and 2013, respectively.

In order to push the further development of Dinghushan Nature Reserve, the Chinese Academy of Sciences
and the Ministry of Environmental Protection signed an agreement to co—build Dinghushan Nature Reserve in

2013, aiming at trying out a new mode of managing nature reserve, increasing the capability to protect forest



resource, and improving the level of scientific research and popular science education. In this context,
Administration of Dinghushan National Nature Reserve organized a comprehensive survey of the Dinghushan
Nature Reserve in 2009. The researchers from South China Botanical Garden, Guangdong Entomolocal Institute
(South China Institute of Endangered Animals), Guangdong Institute of Microbiology, Guangzhou University
and Zhaoqing College severally were invited. Based on these surveys and the former research results, their
investigation reports on plants, fungi, animals, amphibians, reptiles, insects, birds, soil animals and fishes were
finished. The Comprehensive Scientific Survey Report on the Dinghushan Nature Reserve, Guangdong, was
compiled according to those reports and to the requirements of Regulation for Compilation of Comprehensive
Scientific Survey Report on Nature Reserve (on trial) (No.139), issued by Ministry of Environmental Protection
in 2010.

The Comprehensive Scientific Survey Report on the Dinghushan Nature Reserve consists of eight chapters.
The first chapter of the report namely general was compiled by Huang Zhongliang, the second chapter by Luo
Haoben and Huang Zhongliang, the third chapter by Huang Zhongliang and Song Zhugqiu (plants) and Li Taihui
(fungi), the fourth chapter by Lu Xueli and Liu Quansheng (animals), Zhang Qiang, Gao Jianyun, Wang Xincai,
Zou Fasheng (birds), Gong Shiping, Ge Yan, Chen Guoling (amphibians and reptiles), Hou Bohua (insects),
Xiao Hanhong (fishes) and Xu Guoliang (soil animal), the fifth chapter by Guo Ximei and Huang Zhongliang,
the sixth chapter by Fan Zongji and Huang Zhongliang, the seventh chapter by Ouyang Xuejun and Wang
Junhao, the eighth chapter by Ouyang Xuejun and Mo Jiangming. The lists of Higher Plant, Bryophyte, Wild
Animal, Insect and Fungi as five appendixes to the report were compiled by Ouyang Xuejun and Huang
Zhongliang according to their investigation report.

Department of Nature and Ecology Conservation of the Ministry of Environmental Protection, Bureau of
Science and Technology for Development of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, South China Botanical Garden,
Guangdong Entomolocal Institute (South China Institute of Endangered Animals), Guangdong Institute of
Microbiology, Guangzhou University and Zhaoging College have provided guidance and supports to field
investigation and this Report. The leaders of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Ministry of
Environmental Protection have been showed concern for and give support to the compilation and publishing of
this Report. The writing group of this Report involved 50 people. We express our heartfelt gratitude to them.

Welcome to pointing out mistakes in this Report so that can be corrected.

October, 2014
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