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PREFACE

In 1911, the Xinhai Revolution put an end to China's feudal autocracy and unveiled a new
republican era. The New Culture Movement, born in this transitional period. was dedicated to
improving the nation's character, and establishing a free and just society based upon the tenets of
democracy and science. This generation of visionary scholars assiduously analyzed Chinese society
in response to the republic government's failures and aimed to reform it, their works written in
vernacular Chinese enabling Chinese society to begin to progress. Just as Confucius's The Classic
ot Poetry states: "Although Zhou was an ancient state, it had a mission to reform; only innovation
could ensure the growth and vitality of the nation." In this way, this New Culture was a
continuation and development of China's longstanding traditional culture, blending ancient and
foreign values. It has become representational of the dynamism of traditional Chinese culture and
provides a valuable reference for contemporary efforts to build a culturally advanced society and
promote Chinese cultural innovation. Chinese cultural traditions are representative of the spirit
of Zhou, and despite constant permutation, traditional Chinese culture has sustained its virtue
through the ages. The centenary of the New Culture Movement shows that when replacing
the old with the new, we must ensure that our core values endure. In other words, old culture
should help accomplish new missions and traditions should help the development of China's new
culture. To mark the centenary of the New Culture Movement, Beijing Lu Xun Museum (Beijing
New Culture Movement Memorial) has created this exhibition from their own collections to

highlight the important achievements of the movement and reflect on history as it was.
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PART ONE
NEW YOUTH AND NEW CULTURE

When New Culture was succeeding old culture in China, the
country had a semi-feudal. semi-colonial status. It was subject to
political stresses, rampant corruption, and common superstitions.
Only by ensuring cultural awakening and intellectual enlightenment
among the Chinese did intellectuals feel that China could be saved. In
September of 1915, Chen Duxiu launched the Youth Magazine (which
was later renamed the New Youth) in Shanghai, promoting science
and democracy, beginning what would come to be know as The New
Culture Movement. This movement started in the presses of Beijing and
Shanghai. Cai Yuanpei, the president of Beijing University, gathered
writers such as Chen Duxiu, Hu Shi, Li Dazhao, Qian Xuantong, Zhou
Zuoren, and Lu Xun and appointed them as professors at Beijing
University, thus integrating the magazine New Youth with the University.
The struggle between the old and new ideologies had become a focus of

attention in society and the New Youth Magazine was at its center.
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