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Preface
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During the long history of human evolution, there are various and
different period human sites and relics all over China, which are like
pearl left by fossil human and shining the moving light. Those were
not only the evidences of human civilization, but also the wealth of the
whole world mankind. Museum is a place where collect, research and
exhibit these relics, it also carries the mission of spreading the human
civilization. Protection of these precious heritage, and make it worth
to reveal, use and spread, is also an important historical mission of

contemporary museum.

In recent years, museums played an important role in the development
of city, it is of great significance to meet people’s spiritual and cultural
life. In order to make the audience more intuitive understanding of
cultural relics, museum workers have done a lot of work, on the basis
of collection, research, display collections using a variety of means the

collection value to be deeper revealed.

Zhoukoudian site is a world-famous ancient human sites, which is one
of the most abundant cultural relics and materials in the world at the
same period of ancient human sites. The Peking Man Site Museum at
Zhoukoudian is the earliest prehistoric site museum established after the
founding of new China. In 2006, the new museum building started to
construct and Peking Man Site Museum at Zhoukoudian completed and
open to the public in May 2014, the richer exhibits and multiple means
of display who provide interpretation of the evolution of human beings
history provide more evidence to the visitor. In order to display more
better collections presented to the visitors, Peking Man Site Museum
at Zhoukoudian in accordance with the nature of the classification
to edit the the catalogue of Zhoukoudian Site collection, which will
compensate for the exhibition area of limited and difficult to exhibit
more collections. Wish this catalog provide the majority of the visitors

to provide more and better spiritual pabulum.

Shan Jixiang
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Summary

Zhoukoudian Site is located in Fangshan District of Beijing City,
50 kilometers southwest of downtown Beijing. Its geographical
coordinates are 39°41'N and 115°51' E.

Zhoukoudian Site was discovered in 1918. Official excavations
proceeded in 1927, six years later after the test excavation conducted in
1921. As a result, a total of 27 fossil Localities were brought to surface.
Locality 1 (Peking Man Cave) produced nearly two hundred pieces
of Peking Man fossil (from around 40 individuals), over one hundred
thousand stone artifacts, and several layers of ash as evidence of fire

use as well as more than one hundred species of fossil animal.

The human fossils unearthed from Zhoukoudian Site were attributed to
Homo erectus, archaic Homo sapiens and modern Homo sapiens, which
represent the three crucial stages of human evolution respectively, and
indicate a nearly continued occurrence of humans in the local region.
Zhoukoudian Site is outstanding in its rich human remains, where the
stories of biological evolution and human evolution were well recorded.
The Site is of great significance to the studies of Paleoanthropology,

Paleolithic Archaeology, Quaternary Geology and Paleontology.

Zhoukoudian Site was put on the list of sites to be protected for
their historical and cultural value at national level by the State
Council of China in 1961 and inscribed on the World Heritage List
by the UNESCO in 1987. It was conferred with the title of Science
Education Base for Youth in 1992 and selected into the Top 100
Patriotism Education Bases across China in 1997. It was included on
the list of national AAAA level scenic spots by the National Tourism
Administration in 2005. After recognized as the first-class national
museum in 2008, Zhoukoudian Site was confirmed as National
Archaeological Site Park by the State Bureau of Cultural Relics in
2010. It was given the title of World Heritage Education Base for Youth
by World Cultural Heritage Training and Research Center in Asian-
Pacific Region of UNESCO in 2011 and National Scientific Education
Base by China Association for Science and Technology (CAST) in
2012,

In 1918, Dr. Andersson visited the Chicken Bone Hill (Jigushan) of
Zhoukoudian during a filed survey. In 1921, under the guidance of local

farmer, Andersson and Otto Zdansky, an Austrian paleontologist, came

to the Dragon Bone Hill (Longgushan) of Zhoukoudian and conducted
test excavation there. In 1923, Otto Zdansky returned to the site and
unearthed a molar highly resemble both human and ape tooth and a
large quantity of vertebrate animal fossils, all of which were shipped
to Uppsala of Sweden for repair and study. In 1926, a human premolar
was identified among the materials unearthed from Zhoukoudian stored
in Uppsala. Andersson announced this significant discovery in October
in Beijing when Swedish crown Prince Gustav VI Altdorf stayed in
China for a short visit. The explosive news immediately drew high
attention from the world, since no such time-honored human fossil had

ever been discovered in China and Asian continent back then.

Under the support of the Rockefeller Foundation, the Institute of
Geological Survey of China and Peking Union Medical College jointly
launched a ten-year-long excavation project at Zhoukoudian in 1927. It
became the longest excavation activities ever happened at the site and
lay the foundation of Zhoukoudian as one of the important research
bases in the study of Paleoanthropology, Paleolithic archaeology and
Quaternary geology.

Unfortunately, due to the out break of the Pacific war in 1941, those
valuable human and animal fossils preserved by Americans at that time
were lost mysteriously during Japanese invasion into China, which

remains unsettled so far.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, Locality 1 at
Zhoukoudian had been excavated for several times intermittently from
1949 to 1979, with some new materials and new localities brought to
light. Especially during the excavation of Locality 4 and the newly-
-found Tianyuan Caye in 1973 and 2003 respectively, important
discoveries were made. In June 2009, a new round of excavation was
launched at the western section of Locality 1 for salvage and protection

purpose, and the on-going project will be lasted for several years.

After years of excavation, a variety of specimens and a huge number
fossils were unearthed from Zhoukoudian Site, which were human
fossils, animal fossils and cultural relics covering from the Pliocene and

carly Pleistocene, middle Pleistocene to the late Pleistocene.

The ancient human were living in Zhoukoudian site which benefited



from the surrounding environment. According to the unearthed
fossil specimens and palynology research, when Peking Man lived
Zhoukoudian for a long time, there are abundant water, lush vegetation
there and the climate was warm and humid. Under the research of
the animal fossils and vegetation, it show that the palacoclimate in
the Zhoukoudian area, from the Plio Pleistocene changed, but the
general trend is from hot and humid to dry and cold, the climate and
environment should be better than Beijing today and very suitable in
ancient human survival and reproduction, especially in the Pleistocene
period climate is very pleasant, climate evolution with typical climate
characteristics of East Asian monsoon zone. Late Middle Pleistocene,
the climate reflected from Locality 15 and Locality 4 were lower and
drier than which reflected from Peking Man period. In the period of
Upper Cave Man, the climate and environment were the most suitable

to human for being warm and wet.

Throughout the Middle Pleistocene, there were mountain and river
around Zhoukoudian Site, comfortable and pleasant climate, lush
vegetation and variety of animal fossils provided the rich resources
to survival of ancient human. There are over 100 kinds animal fossils
unearthed from Zhoukoudian Site, which offer the food source and also

be the enemy to ancient human.

Because of the plenty of fossils unearthed from Zhoukoudian Site
and paleoanthropology and paleontology localities, Zhoukoudian Site

became one of the pilgrims for archaeologist.

Since the excavation began, numerous archacologist went to
Zhoukoudian Site, and established station here in 1929. On 21st
September, 1953, the Exhibition Room of Sinanthropus opened at
Zhoukoudian and extended the building to Peking Man Exhibition Hall
in 1972.

In 2001, the displays were rearranged, based on the original exhibition.

The construction of the new museum of Zhoukoudian Site began in
2011.

On May 18th, 2014, the new Zhoukoudian Site Museum opened to the
public, the area of museum is 8093 square metres and the shape is as a

stone artifacts.



