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Zhou Long born on July 8, 1953 in Beijing. Zhou Long enrolled in the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing in 1977.
Following graduation in 1983, he was appointed composer-in-residence with the China Broadcasting Symphony. He travelled
to the United States in 1985 under a fellowship to attend Columbia University, where he studied with Chou Wen-Chung,
Davidovsky and Edwards, receiving a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 1993. Dr. Zhou is currently Distinguished Professor of

Music at the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and Dance.

Zhou Long is internationally recognized for creating a unique body of music that brings together the aesthetic concepts and
musical elements of East and West. Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for his first opera, Madame White Snake, Dr. Zhou also
received the American Academy of Arts and Letters Award, the 2012-2013 Elise Stoeger Prize from Lincoln Center Chamber
Music Society. He has been two-time recipient of commissions from the Koussevitzky, From Music Foundations, Meet the
Composer, Chamber Music America, and the New York State Council on the Arts. He has received fellowships from the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundations, and the New York Foundation for the Arts. In

2015, Zhou Long and Chen Yi both were nominated the 58" Grammy Award.

Recently, he has completed Tsingtao Overture, which awarded China National Arts Fund; Beijing Rhyme - A Symphonic Suite,
commissioned by the Beijing Symphony Orchestra, a quartet co-commissioned by the Wigmore Hall and Lincoln Center, and his
first piano concerto Postures co-commissioned by the BBC Proms and Singapore Symphony. In 2013, Zhou Long has composed
a whole evening symphonic epic 'Nine Odes' on poems by Qu Yaun for four solo vocalists and orchestra, commissioned by
the Beijing Music Festival. Zhou’s music of all genres has been widely performed and recorded, and published by the Oxford

University Press and the Shanghai Music Publishing House.
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Commission Grant from New York State Council on the Arts Music From China. First performance: Oct. 28, 1995 at Merkin
Hall, New York City, Lan Rao, soprano.

Both "Pipa Ballad" by Bai Juyi and "Li Ping at the Konghou Harp" by Li He are famous Chinese poems that describe these
instruments and their music. Konghou is an ancient harp-like instrument plucked with both hands. Using Chinese folklore
as background,the poet describes a fantasy world filled with deities, immortals and famous konghou musicians to praise the
beautiful sounds of this instrument.The rich, sensual details of the poem with its portraits of mythological creatures are translate
into a musical fantasia through the composer's imagination.

Li Ping at the Konghou Harp
Poem by Li He (790-816)

In autumn's fullness in the Middle Kingdom, when Li Ping plucks silk strings from Wu framed with sycamore from Shu.
The floating clouds stand still over empty mountains, The River Maidens weep again in bamboo groves.

And even Su Nu aches with envy when hearing the sounds that stream from Li Ping's Konghou harp, As sweet as shattering jade
and, oenlxes' cries.

Lotus shed their dewy tears, and orchids smile at sounds that banish chill gloom from out the Twelve Gates, Twenty-three
strings that could rouse the Purple Emperor himself.

The music drifts to Nv Wa's place of melting stone where she's supposed to mend the rent in Heaven, and from the stunned sky
the autumn rains descent,

It journeys dreamily to the holy mountain, where the old Hag humbly lends her ears. The aged fish leaps high ahove the waves,
and the thinnest of dragons prance.

- The tired Wu Gang forgetting sleep, leans spellbound against the lunar cassia tree, while steadily slanting dew drenches the chill Hare.
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