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Dq family of heliconia flowers is enjoying a visit from dozens
of hummingbirds.

44
I would not exist or have so many children if it were not for
all of you,”a heliconia flower says to one of them.
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“Well, | am helping you to grow a bigger family.My friends,
the bats, are also offering a hand. They even build small
tents inside your leaves,” the hummingbird replies.

“I am amazed by how many of your different brothers and
sisters visit us. And what names you have been given:
Black-bellied, Green Violet-ear, Coppery-headed Emerald
and even a Cinnamon Hummingbird!”
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“gfes, we have been given some interesting names. | like to
be called the Fiery-throated Hummingbird.”

“you are such a remarkable example of biodiversity, and
of beauty.”

‘®h, thank you. You heliconia are gorgeous as well.”
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‘?eople have given us the most fantastical names too, ones
that make you imagine all kinds of things.”

“iyour hundreds of different shapes make people think of
something completely different to what you really are. Like
‘lobster claws’ or ‘birds-of-paradise’, for instance.”
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fhat is true. But in the end we are just simple, living
creatures, ones that love the warmth of our tropical climate.
And we love your visits.”

‘&qnd you give us such a great supply of nectar. Unlike flowers
in cold climates, you blossom for four to six weeks long.”
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