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Santa Rosa 2020 outlines future growth and
development of the Courthouse Square:
“Courthouse Square is the focal point of the
downtown often hosting performances, activities
and entfertainment right in the heart of downtown.
It attracts business activity and patrons, retail
facilitied and shoppers, and performers and
audiences. It is a distinctive place that residents
can take pride in identifying as the center of their
hometown.”

To achieve the goals above, the city initiated a
design competition for the redevelopment of the
square in April of 2007. Competitors were asked to
integrate new uses with adjacent existing uses like
restaurants and retail as well as provide a large
“flexible” space for performances, a community
gathering space.
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All of the designs have unique strengths and could
all have just as easily resolved the issues presented
in the program. But making a successful outdoor
room that can function well in the context of a
downtown environment will always be a challenge.
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SWA Group Project 1
the first prize

The jury chose SWA Group as the winner,describing their scheme
as a “powerful, big idea”. Aptly titled “Santa Rosa’s Green Living
Room,” there arequite a few “big ideas” in the SWA design, ranging
from aggressive vehicular circulation strategies to photovoltaic
systems on pavilions. However, the centerpiece of the SWA design
is the "light arbor" that spans all of the sub-spaces around the main
plaza and tiews the entire project together. The "arbor" component
is little more than a series of parallel light-strings stretched, but

the effect is grand. In the evenings, the lights would add to the
carnival-like atmosphere even with no events scheduled; but they
also provide a more attractive alternative to the "safty" lighting
required for almost all urban open spaces. The effect isn't limited to
the evenings. Because of their size and height off the ground, the
cables and lights would most likely be obscured during the daylight
hours, but the massive columns supporting the light arbor provide a
formal element along the edges that both defines and contains the
space.

Back on the ground, the SWA plan essentially organizes the plaza
around three distinct sub-spaces; two smaller, separate pavillion
nodes close to the northern edge of the square and one larger
cluster of structures along the Third Street edge. The smaller
pavilions to the north anchor mini-plaza spaces that are slightly
elevated and help create a northern boundary for the main central
"flex" space. The structure along the Third Street are slightly
elevated and connected to a central stage, the backdrop for the
stage and also as the visual terminus of Santa Rosa Avenue.
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