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H. K. Chang, an internationally renowned scholar in biomedical engineering, had taught in
several well-known universities in the U.S, Canada and France for over twenty years prior to
becoming Founding Dean of School of Engineering at the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology and Dean of School of Engineering at University of Pittsburgh. He was appointed
President of City University of Hong Kong in 1996 and retired in 2007. Since 2007, Professor
Chang has taught general education courses at universities in both China and elsewhere. He
is Honorary Professor at Peking University and Tsinghua University, Honorary Chairman of
Council of Shandong University as well as Honorary Director of Institute of Silk Road Studies
at Beijing Foreign Studies University.

Professor H. K. Chang has published over 100 scientific papers, two volumes of research
treatises, and a dozen Chinese or English books on civilizations, cultures and education.

Professor Chang is Foreign Member of the Royal Academy of Engineering (UK.) and
Member of the International Eurasian Acadamy of Sciences. He was decorated by the French
Government as Chévalier dans I'Ordre National de la Légion d'Honneur in 2000 and as
Commandeur dans I'Ordre des Palmes Académiques in 2009; appointed Justice of the Peace
in 1999 and conferred a Gold Bauhinia Star in 2002 by the Government of Hong Kong
SAR. He has also served as Chairman of Cultural and Heritage Commission, a member of
Council of Advisors on Innovation and Technology, as well as a member of Judicial Officers

Recommendation Commission of HKSAR.
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Foreword

As early as 1990, Professor Chang Hsin-kang and his wife relinquished their respective
overseas academic platforms and returned to Hong Kong, determined to participate in
founding the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. Much earlier, | had learned of
the man but our first encounter did not occur until the end of 1995 when | was serving as
Council Chairman for City University of Hong Kong (CityU). | appointed Professor Chang as
President of CityU, which means our friendship has a history of some twenty-two years.

Once Professor Chang took up the post of CityU President in 1996, we held monthly in-
depth exploratory discussions about the University's development. He advocated establishing
a Chinese Civilisation Centre, a School of Creative Media and the implementation of a general
education curriculum, all proposals that | strongly appreciated. During my tenure as Chief
Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Professor Chang also served as
Chairman of Culture and Heritage Commission of Hong Kong. His recommendations on
policies to develop and position Hong Kong culture and the promotion of exchanges between
Chinese and foreign cultures are still held in high regard today. Overall, he has made significant

contributions to the development of education and culture in Hong Kong.
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In 2014, | initiated the establishment of a non-governmental think tank known as "Our
Hong Kong Foundation," and Professor Chang gladly accepted an invitation to take part. He
also served as Honorary Director of the foundation’s “China Institute,” whose mission is to
introduce and promote Chinese culture. As my good friend for over two decades, when
Professor Chang asked me to write the foreword for this bilingual collection of his speeches, |
gladly accepted.

Professor Chang is a person of wide-ranging interests, distinguished talent and diverse
identities. In his youthful days, he was a budding scientist and a loyal, courageous activist on
behalf of the “Defend the Diaoyu Islands Movement." In his middle age, he was an educator
who loved both our country and Hong Kong. Since his retirement, he continues to "peruse ten
thousand volumes and trek ten thousand miles” as a multifaceted scholar; a Silk Road traveller
whose pen has not been stilled.

This collection comprises texts of twenty-five speeches delivered by the professor in
English. They are divided into sections on Culture, Education and Growth & Development,
which serves to highlight his profound cultivation of these fields and his insights into them. Via
these talks, we can appreciate his heartfelt wishes for Hong Kong's future development and
ardent hopes for its youth, his steadfast devotion to promoting Chinese traditional culture, his
global vision and all-embracing ambition to enhance communication between China and the
world.

Professor Chang epitomises the modest gentleman. True to his humble character, he
has chosen the topic of his earliest academic lecture, “Selling Water to the River” as the title
for this collection. In my opinion, these speeches are brimming with historical and cultural
significance.
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- The World Admiral Zheng He Discovered

Speech at the Public Seminar organized by the Departments
of Political Science and of History at Bilkent University
Ankara, Turkey, October | I, 2006

Introduction

In the early part of the 15th century (1405-1433), the Chinese explorer Zheng He
embarked on a series of seven voyages west, taking with him a large fleet of ships and
a multitude of officers and men. Whether judged in terms of the time involved, the
scope of territories reached, or the amounts of men mobilized for the task, Zheng's
voyages are clearly an event of key importance, both in the history of China and of the
world. And yet, due to the subsequent ban on maritime trade with foreign countries
imposed by the Chinese court, Zheng’s achievements were soon to be forgotten; his
heroic undertaking seemed to have had little serious impact on the world stage. When
one leafs through world histories published in a variety of different countries, each
records the seafaring achievements of Columbus, Vasco da Gama and Magellan, yet
few mention Zheng He’s voyages or the impact of his missions to the Southern and
Western Oceans.

When judged objectively from the perspective of the different cultures of the
world and the development of society in different regions, it must be admitted that

Zheng He's seven voyages did not occupy a dominant or even mainstream position
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in the historical development of China itself, since China at that time did not regard
foreign trade as important, nor did it need to occupy foreign territories for purposes
of emigration or plundering resources. Moreover, since Zheng He pursued the Ming
dynasty’s policy of peaceful diplomacy, the places his fleet reached did not change
the course of their subsequent social, economic and cultural development because of
any armed attack. In other words, whilst Zheng’s voyages were an unprecedented
achievement, to the world as a whole, they seem rather a low-key affair. They did
not have the same kind of earth-shattering impact as Genghis Khan's earlier western
conquests or Columbus’s subsequent discovery of America. Nevertheless, this in no
way means that people—and Chinese people in particular—should not remember
Zheng He as a pioneering navigator and outstanding diplomat.

A hundred years ago, when the powerful maritime nations had carved up
almost the entire world and China was fighting for its very survival, Liang Qichao
and other scholars of the day revived and commemorated the memory of Zheng
He’s achievements. This was an act entirely appropriate in its historical context,
for it served as a rallying cry to the Chinese people. Today, as we celebrate the six
hundredth anniversary of Zheng He’s voyages, China is entering a period of peaceful
development and rich opportunity, and the ocean is of crucial importance to this
development in the future. It thus seems particularly appropriate to commemorate
Zheng He at this time.

In order to gain a clearer and more developed view of the world at the time of
Zheng He’s voyages to the west—a world that was still not fully understood by
people of the time—the present paper seeks to provide an overview of key features or
events of different regions in the world of Zheng’s time, beginning with an account of
China and East Asia and tracing west through to Europe. It will not discuss regions
such as America, Oceania or sub-Saharan Africa, which had had little or no contact
with the Eurasian continent.

China

China in the early years of the Ming dynasty was unquestionably the world’s foremost

power, whether considered in terms of the technology used in agricultural and

HRUEYIN
4 KIEWIE S



diofz, PO hE AR DS INE 5 N E , B St DA 7R Rl
HUGEIR . AN, RDASAIZE TRHARIRT N R 2, Ml AORBARRZ st 77, HE kL
AR dincE e S it SR RINEE. Haimyd, BHIET
PAPRRZATITARA B2, ARk, BRAHRPE. BrtREErL
FEANRE P A 2 iR s I PR AR 2 fR M BHE A R I SEIMAR R R . 2Rin
ARG, REHRRNTHERIE, AROZASIFANX AT ERE SAHSH
RRo

—HEAT, ESREABAER LS TRMR, R ih e
Zbr, RIS EEE BEOSH T PRSI T L&, XA AHIEN SN,
EARE — T REERAES. SR, SEATLEBFTIE 600 JEEHEHE,
ERIRIEF AT R RN, T30 155 SR RNEA BRI . A
4 F2C2rBHT, aliglaEHT

D07 ARG PRI A R ——— A I T A S E s R R R ——
— TSR AR, ASOR AR I R &b X A S B BRHE e, B
AR T, &ERLAE, PR, —5RIEAMRER SRS
ZAERIZEM, RIS AR A RN, SR A AE T .

i

BREARIERY R, TER MR T A =R . mlLBO4RE, e A BIAERS
A SUERTREBECENFERNECRE, WS ok fE et R — KRN

AT AN RS 5



