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Early western Zhou dynasty’s bronzetombs’classification

and nationality belonging

and discuss“instrument” phenomenon
Zhang Maorong
(School of History and Culture of Normal University,Xian Shanxi,China.710062)

Abstract: Through an analysis of the contents of the early bronze tombs in the

Western Zhou Dynasty, this article argues that bronze tombs can be divided into three
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categories: the tombs of Shang system, the tombs of the Zhou system and the tombs of
aborigines. Classification is based on two distinct ethnic groups in the early Western
Zhou Dynasty:the remaining aristocrat of the Yin and the aristocrat of the Zhou. There
were also some nobilities that belongs to neither Yin nor Zhou aristocracy. Besides I
proposed five points of view about inferring the ethnic belongingness of tombs in the
early Western Zhou Dynasty. First, pay attention to the cultural properties of other
tombs adjacent to the study object. Second, the waist pit and the martyrdom are the
first criterion for us to classifying the tombs. Third, the arrangement of potteries in the
tombs of Shang and Zhou are different. Fourth, the arrangement of bronzes in the
tombs of Shang and Zhou are different. Fifth, infer the ethnic belongingness of tombs
with the help of heavenly stem names and clan badge.

Key words: classification of the tombs in the early Western Zhou Dynasty; Ethnic

belongingness
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