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Who is the woman speaking to?

What is the conversation mainly about?
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Think Positive and Feel Positive
Are you confident or insecure in a difficult situation? / Do you react positively or negatively? / The
answer may depend in part on whom you're around. / A study found that negative thinking can be
contagious in some cases. / For example, the researchers studied 103 college roommates. / They
measured each roommate’s tendency towards negative thinking. / It was found that thinking patterns can
be contagious. / Students with a negative thinking roommate became more depressed themselves, / and

students with more positive thinking roommates / were more likely to become more positive as well.
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New Year’s Eve
For many people in the West, New Year's Eve is the biggest party of the year. It’s the time to get

together with friends or family and welcome in the coming year...
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Limiting the Growth of Technology

Throughout history, man has changed his physical environment to improve his way of life. With the
1

tools of technology, man has altered many physical features of the earth...
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British Holidaying Habits

...British holidaying habits have begun to change, however...
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Freshmen’s Week

...October is usually the busiest month in the academic calendar...
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Nowadays, many of us try to live in a way that would damage the environment as little as possible.

Eco-tourism

We recycle our newspapers and bottles; we take public transport to get to work; and we try to buy locally

| produced fruit and vegetables...
!
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Passage 1

Cartoon Artist

In a good cartoon, / the artist can tell in a few lines / as much as a writer can tell in half

a dozen paragraphs. / He not only tells a story / but also tries to persuade the reader to his way
of tlﬁnking. / A clever cartoon artist may cause laughter, / because he often uses humor in his
drawings. / If he is sketching a famous person, / he takes a prominent feature and exaggerates

it, / for instance, lengthening an already long nose and widening an already broad grin.
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PasSage 2

HA—1, BT

Drink to Your Health ("‘}

Since all living things need it, and it makes up two-thirds of our bodies, / it seems

obvious that water is vital to our health. V/ A minor water deficiency can lead to headaches,
sleepiness and moodiness, / while losing a large amount of water for a long time / can cause
ﬁigh blood pressure and other Serious problems. / Drinking water helps us get rid of toxic
substances, / helps our kidneys to do a better job, / and helps prevent bladder infections. /

Finally, water can give our skin a healthy glow.

Passage 3

Happy Fourth of July

There are some of the traditions assbciated with Independence Day in the United States. /
July 4th is, of course, a holiday from work, / and the occasion for all-day picnics in most
commﬁnitics. / Having eaten their fill of hot dogs, burgers and potato salad, / everyone
eagerly throws themselves into a program of often strange activities / like three-legged races and
pie-eating contests. / The highlight of the day’s celebrations is a local orchestra playing a

melody / as one hundred and fifty thousand spectators / watch fireworks burst over Boston.

Passage 4

Thanksgiving Day
Thanksgiving Day is a legal holiday / observed annually in the United States on the fourth
Thursday of November. / Today Thanksgiving is mainly a celebration of domestic life, /
centered on the family énd home. / In keeping with the idea of celebrating a plentiful harvest, /
preparing and eating a large meal is a central part of most Thanksgiving celebrations. / The
meal usually includes the pumpkin pie, corn bread, roasted turkey, etc. / These simple foods
recall ihe old virtues 6f the Pilgrims, / emphasizing the natural gifts that greeted early settlers in
their adopted homeland.




